




Think about the questions you answered in the Census at School questionnaire.  How do you compare with your class and with other students in Canada?

Find the Data

We will use two sources of information to compare you to other Canadian students:

1.
The Census at School database for this class.  See the board to find that file on the computer.

2.
The Canadian Summary Tables of students from across Canada.
Go to 





   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor www.censusatschool.ca

In the left hand column, click on 

Data and results
Go to 





Canadian summary results
Select the most recent data

Summary tables 2006-2007
Choose 4 Columns of Data to Compare and Find the Mean or Mode for Each One

(You may calculate the mean and mode using your own calculations and the calculator, or you may use the quick methods in Exel or Open Office, written on the next page.)

1.  
An example of numerical data:

height




The mean:
________________

2.
An example of categorical data:


preferred method to

communicate with friends 
The mode:
________________

3.
Your choice (numerical - for example: reaction time, foot length, etc.) ______________________ 

The mean: _______________

4.
Your choice (categorical – for example: favourite subject, eye colour, etc.)


______________________ 

The mode: _______________

Compare the Data

	Column topic
	My response
	Mean or mode from the class
	Canadian average (from Canadian Summary results)

	1. height
	
	
	

	2. method of communication 
	
	
	

	3.
	
	
	

	4.
	
	
	


How do you compare?  

How do you compare with the average class result or Canadian result?  Are you lower or higher for each question?  Are you just about the same?  

1.  ____________________________________________________________________

2.  ____________________________________________________________________

3.  ____________________________________________________________________

4.  ____________________________________________________________________
Find the mean or mode in Excel or Open Office



Mean  - For numerical data


1.  Type =sum(cell name..cell name)/total number of entries into an empty cell.


e.g.  =sum(A2..A6)/5








How Do You Measure Up?





Mode (the most frequent value) - For categorical data


1.  Highlight the entire spreadsheet. (click in the blank box in the top left corner of the


    spreadsheet)


2.  From the Data tab on the toolbar, select Sort.	


3.  In the “Sort by” box, choose the column that you want to sort.	


4.  Click OK.	


5.  Repeated values will now be grouped together.	 


6.  Find the mode (the most frequent value).       	











	











Name:  ____________________________








