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Activity
Impacts on Tourism in Canada
Overview
Students are to retrieve data on trends in domestic and international tourist demands in order to better understand the uncertain nature of the tourism industry.

Contributor: D. Drover, Queen’s University, Faculty of Education


Overall Expectations
· to review the components of a graph

· to understand uncertainty within the tourism industry

Specific Expectations
· to understand the relationship between world events and tourism demand

· to use statistics effectively to analyse travel and tourism patterns


Suggested grade levels and subject areas
Secondary: Business studies, Geography, Social Studies

Vocabulary
Tourists – travellers who stay in a location for more than 24-hours

Domestic Tourists – Canadian tourists travelling within Canada

International Tourists – Non-Canadian tourists visiting Canada


Required materials
· computers with internet access

· E-STAT account

· student worksheet

Suggested materials
· it may be helpful to show students a few information databases on the web, such as the CBC Archives <archives.cbc.ca> or Wikipedia <www.wikipedia.org>.


Classroom Instruction
· Review graph reading and vocabulary terms if needed.

· Introduce or review human and environmental factors that influence tourism (exchange rates, war, hurricane, etc).

· Students should log onto E-STAT (discuss what E-STAT is if needed).

· Hand out the student worksheet.

· Have students read The Daily for Wednesday, February 8, 2006 (Travel arrangement services) to help answer questions 2.3 and 2.4.

· When completed, discuss student answers as a class.


Evaluation
Grade answers to the questions using the answer key.


Student Worksheet
Part 1
1. At the E-STAT Table of contents page, select the ‘Data’ tab.

2. Under the heading ‘People,’ select ‘Travel and Tourism.’

3. Under ‘CANSIM,’ select ‘Tourism.’

4. At the Search results page, select ‘Table 427-0004 – Number of international tourists entering or returning to Canada, monthly (Persons)’

5. At the Subset selection page, select:

· ‘Canada’ under Geography

· ‘Total non-resident tourists’ under Traveller Characteristics

· ‘Seasonally adjusted’ under Seasonal adjustment

6. Set your Reference period from January, 1987 to April, 2005.

7. Click ‘Retrieve as individual Time Series.’

8. At the Output specification, just click ‘Go.’

Questions
1.1 Describe the OVERALL trend of this graph.  In the past 18 years, have international visits increased or decreased?  What about in the past five years?

1.2 Click your mouse on the highest peak at the left side of the graph.  When did this occur, and how many tourists were counted that month?

1.3 Can you think of a reason why there would be a peak here?  Use the internet to search for a Canadian event that would pull in so many international tourists.  Which event do you credit for this peak?

1.4 Now click on the two deep troughs of the right side of the graph.  Record their dates, numbers, and search for the likely culprit of each.  (Hint: you will need to look for events around the date of the second trough).

1.5 Finally, what major Canadian event could cause the rebounding peak between the two troughs?  Search for an event which occurred in Toronto that month.

Part 2
1. Return to the Search results page (Part 1, Step 4).

2. This time, select ‘Table 387-0001 – Tourism demand in Canada, quarterly (Dollars)’

3. At the Subset selection page, select:

· ‘Current prices’ under Prices

· ‘Seasonally adjusted’ under Seasonal adjustment

· click ‘Select all’ under Categories

· ‘Tourism expenditures’ under Expenditures

4. Set your Reference period from January, 1987 to April, 2005.

5. Click ‘Retrieve as individual Time Series.’

6. At the Output specification, just click ‘Go.’

Questions
2.1 Describe the OVERALL trend of these lines.  Which one is growing the fastest, and which one is growing the slowest (or not at all)?

2.2 Can you see the two troughs on the right of the graph?  So you think that there is a connection between these and the troughs in Question 1.4?

2.3 Why do you think that foreign tourist demand has not improved in the past couple of years, unlike domestic tourist demand?

2.4 Why would these events hurt international tourist demand but not domestic tourist demand?

2.5 Can you think of any events that could cause this much damage to domestic tourist demand?  How likely are they to occur in Canada?

Student Worksheet Answer Key
1.1 The overall trend in upwards.  The number of international visitors has increased in the past 18 years.  The number has decreased in the past 5 years.

1.2 February, 1988 – 1 382 197 tourist visits

1.3 Calgary 1988 Winter Olympics

1.4 September, 2001 – 1 407 794 – September 11th attacks (9/11);

July 2003 – 1 282 815 – SARS appeared in Toronto that spring

1.5 July  2002 – 1 854 832 – World Youth Day in Toronto in late-July


2.1 The trends are upwards.  Total tourist demand is growing the fastest.  International tourist demand is stagnant.

2.2 Yes.  Tourist demand ($) dropped when international tourists stopped coming to Canada.

2.3 Answers may vary: high fuel costs, War in Iraq, fear of terrorism while travelling, lingering fears about SARS, fears about avian flu, etc.

2.4 Some good answers could be: domestic tourists don’t have to travel as far or spend as much money to get here; domestic tourists don’t have to worry as much about international events; international tourists have a stronger reaction to domestic problems (eg: thinking that SARS was across the country), etc.

2.5 Answers may vary: extremely high fuel costs, recession/depression, major natural disasters, domestic acts of terrorism, etc.
