Differentiated Options for 6th grade

Here’s some ideas for ways you are challenged or can challenge yourself.  You are in control of challenging yourself.  You get to learn what the teacher wants you to learn and what you want to learn.  Boredom is a choice to not “go for it”.  Maximizing your learning prevents boredom.

Math: Problem Solvers, TOMT Problem Boxes, Extensions in Connected Math (and teach the class what you did to solve the problem), use Math on Call, use math vocabulary to create crossword puzzles, look for newspaper articles that reinforce math concepts. 

ACE assignments: actively peer tutor your study buddy, reread, check all calculations for accuracy, be thorough and clear when communicating (explaining, labeling, displaying data, using appropriate math vocabulary)

Reading:  Choose a variety of authors and genres (read non-fiction too) for home reading.  Challenge yourself to read more difficult books from time to time.  Improve your fluency by rereading short articles, highlighting words/ phrases, and asking yourself questions to improve comprehension and recall.  Ask librarians/teachers for help in selecting reading material.  Keep a reading book alongside you.

Writing:  Write well in every content area:  expository in math, science, and social science; interpretive writing in response to reading selections; note taking in response to videos, Time for Kids, journal entries from outdoor education field trips; response writing (fast writes) to in-class literature, nonfiction articles, Daybook, photographs, your own drawings and sketches, music, quotes, nature with loupes; finished pieces which have been revised and edited using scoring guides, check lists, peer/parent/teacher editors.  Vocabulary lists (personal) word/phrase banks referred to during writing process. Add words and phrases to our class word wall.  Spelling from your personal lists should be challenging and come from things you’ve read in class that have a connection for you.  Use a dictionary regularly to look up word meanings. Assist fellow writers edit/revise before writing final copies.  

Science and Social Studies:  Be an active reader and writer.  While you read, ask yourself questions, summarize, highlight words and phrases or use sticky notes in textbooks.  Bring in articles, books, artifacts, and pictures to share with/present to the class, which reinforce concepts we’re studying in class.  Actively participate in class discussions and on field trips.  Put your best effort into designing your scrapbook pages so that the content is presented creatively and colorfully.  When reading textbooks for the purpose of teaching the class with facts and a poster, be a leader to keep the group focused and everyone participating in a meaningful, efficient manner.  When you have an idea for how to enhance or extend an assignment, share it with your teacher.

