Hello Jazz Band and Parents,
Memo No. 2 is here. It was good to hear everyone prepared with having had a month off from our last rehearsal.

The Honor Band Concert will be Act Your Age, Gospel Blues, and Jazz Police. The Festival Concert is a week later with Born To Be Wild, Count Bubba’s Revenge, and Pete Gunn. Both concerts will have three announcers from within the band. Think if you would like to be one of the six announcers. Work on the following this week:

Act Your Age: Tackle the articulations to even a more extreme degree. They were pretty good after I demonstrated them at the beginning of the rehearsal. The crescendos, such as bar 70 are not happening. You need to tongue the note hard, get soft, and increase the volume quickly. Practice doing that even on a warm-up scale at home. Left hands on the pianos need to match exactly with the bassists. Both piano and bassists have your parts learned and solid such as bars 1-10.
Solos will be Chris Bunn-trpt., and Josh Cyphers-alto.

Gospel Blues: This tune was starting to sound very good. Everyone practice counting your rests, especially during the “stop-time” sections. Bassists work on bars 14-50, and bars 55-64. Piano and guitar chords need the correct notes in them at the same bar numbers. Drums need to drive the band hard in the non-“stop time” sections, use more ride cymbal and play the hi-hat louder.
Solos at bars 38-64will be Joe Dallas-trpt., Kellie Flanagan-alto, Colin mcNutt-tenor, and Allissandro Maldanaldo-trbn. The standing people at bars 1-13 will be Chris Bunn, Patrick Tice-Carroll, Thomas Tracy, and Jake mcKibbin. Standing people at bars 13-24 will be Josh Cyphers and Joe Dallas.
Jazz Police: Bars 1-8 need corrected notes in the rhythm section. Also everywhere that similar pattern occurs. Chords in the guitar and piano parts need correct notes at bars 17-24. Saxes shorten up even more those notes in bars 11-18. Make them percussive. The brass need to accents more at bars 9-20. Everyone please play legato (or slur) at bar 23, then short at bar 24. Brass sub-divide and count 1+,2+,3+,4+ at bars 36-39. Everyone play smooth at bar 48 and very short and accented at bar 49.
Solos will be Michael Zajac-guitar at bars 50 to 58. That section is now repeated. Mark in your parts if you have not yet.

Count Bubba’s Revenge: We ran out of time for this. Play this a lot with the clip at Alfred.com or JWPepper.com. Listen to the original Gordon Goodwin version on your CD (so perfect). Everyone work on your rhythms and artics. Practice especially at bars 81-118. Saxes learn the soli section at 119-133! I will send you off by yourselves at the beginning of rehearsal to practice together next door for about 15 minutes. Kellie will lead the sectional. Brass build up endurance for bars 138-end.
Not sure if there will be any solos.

Born To Be Wild: Rhythm section learn your parts. Too much of reading it, rather than propelling the band forward. It got a little draggy. All your Mom’s and Dad’s will know this tune! It’s not hard, just spend a little time on it.

Solos will be Patrick Tice-Carroll-tenor, and Thomas Tracy-trbn. I am open for others to solo too.

Peter Gunn: Rhythm section work on endurance on that figure. Pianos can trade off. Horns work on rhythms and artics. Solos are Michael Zajac and any one that wants to work on improvising a solo. See Worksheet (coming soon).

In general, notes are not much of an issue, but notes should be no longer incorrect for Act, Gospel, and Police. So fix your fingers and slide positions for those still difficult passages. On the other three pieces mostly be concerned with rhythms and artics. Practice those other pieces too, especially Chase The Clouds Away, but only a little as they are for later this season, not the first two concerts, so not very important yet. I might want to do In The Mood and Land Of Make Believe again this year.
Most of you are in both the Honor Concert and Jazz Bands. That’s 12 noon to 4pm, so please practice every day these next few weeks, even if it is only 20 minutes due to school sports or homework (I guess you can have off on Sunday-LOL). You need to keep building up your endurance. Playing an instrument is like being an athlete. I was flown over to the UK the previous weekend for recording work with the BBC Radio Jazz Band. We had two days of 8-10 hours of recording. I would not be able to do that if I didn’t practice 4-6 hours a day, 5 days a week, every week, every month. It’s a physical thing. That included my flute, alto flute and clarinet, not just saxes.
I did notice no one seemed tired at the end of practice. That was excellent-I’m impressed! Remember to stay hydrated too. I hope to have those solo worksheets posted in a few days.
For fun, if you go to You Tube and type in Gospel Blues, Escalator Blues, or Jeff Darrohn you can see other student jazz bands, including some in France for example.

See you next Sunday,

Mr D

