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Objectives
The primary objective of the Gifted Program is to provide an environment in which students can develop their strengths and interests. An emphasis is also placed on the development of analytical and problem-solving skills. 

Programming
Services for those who are identified as gifted students will be facilitated through a 45-day Gifted Exploratory Class, small group Activity Period work, and Inclusionary lessons taught with members of the academic teaching teams. Participation in the Gifted Exploratory Class and Activity Period is voluntary. However, projects assigned during Inclusionary lessons are required.
Student Expectations

Students are expected to attend to class discussions and work to their abilities. It is also expected that students be respectful and courteous to others. 
Student Requirements

Gifted Exploratory Class
1. Students should arrive on time prepared to participate. This includes bringing a pencil and maintaining a small notebook. 

2. The Gifted Exploratory Class is graded with the grades based on several projects. There are no tests, quizzes or homework. Work may be taken home, however, at the discretion of the student. 
3. The 45 days of class time are divided into approximately three 15-day sections. Each section is devoted to a project. The first two projects are generated by the instructor and will often be those which require students to work in small groups of 2-3 students on a simulation type activity. The last project is self-selected by the student with the approval of the instructor. It is recommended that this last project be completed individually. 
4. Each of the three project grades will account for approximately one third of the class grade. 

Activity Period

1. Students will be provided with a monthly calendar of activities with each grade being allocated 2 of the 6 cycle days for activities. Students must sign up at least three days in advance to participate. On the day of the activity, students will be provided with a pass which they must first take to their activity period teacher in order to be released. Students will then report to the gifted classroom for the remainder of the period. 
2. Students who sign up for an activity are expected to arrive on time prepared to participate. This includes bringing a pencil. Those who are given a pass and cannot attend must notify the instructor in advance. 
3. Work completed during activity period is not evaluated but may be put on display in the building or on the gifted website with permission of the student/parents. 

4. Activities during this period are varied and may consist of puzzles, games, problem solving activities, foreign language study, working with technology, simulation activities, or special projects and competitions. 
5. Students need to remember that although this work is not formally evaluated, the class time is dedicated to learning and not to be considered merely time to socialize with friends. 
Inclusionary Lessons

1. Inclusionary lessons are those co-developed and taught with members of the academic teams. 

2. These lessons are generally extensions of curricular material and can be of various lengths from simply part of a period to those lasting several days. 

3. Projects assigned will be evaluated as per the instructions of the regular education teacher. 

4. Also, all other classroom requirements will be at the direction of the regular education teacher. 
5. It is also noted that all students in the class, not just those evaluated as gifted students, must complete the assignments. 
Communication   
Parents and students are encouraged to visit the instructor’s teacher web site for up to date information about the Gifted Education Program. This site can be reached by going to the Nazareth Area Middle School Website, click on “More Staff,” then “Gifted Education.” Parents are also encouraged to email or phone if you have additional questions.

Websites:
http://teacherweb.com/PA/NASD/bsmith/index.html



http//:www.nazeaglesnest.us
Email: bsmith@nazarethasd.org
Phone: 610 759-3350 x 3323
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