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Dear Parents, 
 

We are looking forward to seeing you on Sunday for the Opening Mass for Catholic Schools 

Week at 11:30.  There are many things planned for the week.  The theme for the Week is 

Faith, Academics, Service.  Each morning we will pray together in the gym.  On Monday 

the focus is on the community and volunteers.  Tuesdayôs focus is on our nation.  Student 

day will be on Wednesday.  Vocations will be Thursdayôs topic and on Friday we will 

celebrate our Teachers, Staff and Volunteers.  It looks like a good week.  Our thanks to Mrs. 

Bradley, Mrs. Ryan and all who worked so hard to plan this special week. 

 

The students who volunteered last Monday and who did such a marvelous job will have an 

out of uniform day tomorrow.  Their names are listed below.  

 

On JANUARY 27, 2012, we will not have school.  This is not listed on our current 

calendar.  The teachers will be attending a meeting in regard to the implementation process 

for the schools that will be merging.  Thank you so much for your understanding.  We hope 

that you are as excited as we are at the potential that our new school will have for all of our 

students.  Also noted on the calendar for that date is the distribution of the Progress Reports 

for the 2
nd

 trimester,  since there will not be school that day, Progress Reports will be given 

out on Monday, January 30. 

 

The Neumann Scholars will take the test on January 28 from 8:30 AM to 12:00 PM.   It is a 

wonderful opportunity for a full scholarship to an Archdiocesan High School.  We wish our 

students well and assure them of our prayers for their success. 

 

Grade 4 will be sharing their Famous Pennsylvanian Presentation on January 26.  We look 

forward to their sharings. 

 

 

God Bless You! 

 

 
Sister Gerald Helene, OSF 

Principal 

 

 

SAINT DENIS SCHOOL 

MISSION  

STATEMENT 

 

  St. Denis School is its 
people and the 

Christian  
values by which it lives, 

educates and learns.  
As a community of 

lifelong learners, the 
parents,  

administration and 
teachers are dedicated 
to the  realization of 
the full potential of 

each student in spirit, 
mind and body by:  

Ð nurt uring our 
spiritual journey 
through the 
sacraments, prayer 
and service to those 
in need;   
Ð striving for academic 

excellence while 
developing skills 
required for the 21 st 
century;  
Ð promoting physical 

wellness.  
Our Baptism calls us to 
respond to the presence  

of Christ in others by 
living our core values 

of  
Faith, Mercy, 

Integrity, Cooperation 
and Respect.  

 
 

January 25, 2012 

BACK TO SCHOOL BACK TO SCHOOL 

 



JANUARY 2012 
   
 26 Grade 4 Famous PA Presentation  
 27 NO CLASSES 
  Faculty Inservice 
Jan. 29-Feb. 4 Catholic Schools Week 
Jan 29 Catholic Schools Week Mass 11:30  
  Open House for school families12:30-1:30 

February 
Feb. 1 Student Appreciation Day-every student will receive a pretzel for snack 
  Super Silly Circus Assembly sponsored by the Advisory Board 
 2 Advisory Board Meeting 
 3 No First Friday Mass 
  PK conferences, no classes for the PK 4 year old students 
 4 Quizzo 
 10 Confirmation Retreat 
 14 PK Valentine Prayer Service for Motherôs 
 20 Presidentsô Day Holiday No Classes 
 22 Ash Wednesday Mass 10:00 am 
  

 

SAVE THE DATE    GREAT GUY DANCE 
 
March 3 for grades 5 to 8 from 7:30-10:00 pm 
March 10 for grades K-4 6:30-9:00 
Invitation to follow 
 
 

FORENSICS NEWS 
 

On Saturday, January 21, in the midst of the snow and ice St. Joseph Preparatory School held the first 

Forensics tournament of the school year. There were at least 150 students from schools across the 
Archdiocese participating.Brittney Bedrossian and Rose Kokol, two 7th Graders, represented SDS with 

great style, performing for the first time as a duo. They participated in three rounds and  were pleased 
with their dramatic interpretation of the "Wizard of Oz". They  are looking forward to the next tournament 

in February and hope that other team members will be able to join them.   

 

SCIENCE FAIR WINNERS  
 

Congratulations to: 
Madison Boylan 3rd place in the 6th grade Environmental Science category 

Jack Clinton 3rd place in the 6th grade Physical Science category 
Sinead Healy and Anna Schmader 3rd place overall team project 

Kevin Howard  1st place in 5th grade overall and 1st place in 5th grade Environmental Science category 

Matthew Walker 2nd place 6th grade Physical Science 
Anthony Warnich 1st place 6th grade Physical Science category 

 

 
ST. DENIS GIRL SCOUT TROOP IS HOSTING A GROUP COOK 

 
The 6th grade St. Denis Girl Scout Troop is hosting a group cook on Saturday, Jan. 28th to prepare 
meals to freeze for Aid for Friends. The scouts will be assembling the dinners at 10am in the Grimes 
Center. We need volunteer cooks to prepare entrees, side dishes or desserts in advance and bring them 
to the Grimes Center - they can be delivered on Friday, Jan. 27th from 7 to 9pm or Sat., Jan. 28th from 
8:30 to 10am.  Visit 
http://www.luckypotluck.com/potluck/GirlScoutsHostsStDenisParishGroupCookforAidforFriends to sign up 
to cook! We are hoping to make 80 meals. Please contact Lynn Fitzgerald at 610-642-0295 with any 
questions. Thank you! 
  

http://www.luckypotluck.com/potluck/GirlScoutsHostsStDenisParishGroupCookforAidforFriends


SAINT LACROSSE 

Girls in grades 6, 7, and 8 who are interested in trying out for Saints Lacrosse email Beth 

Pergolini at pergolinifamily@verizon.net. 

 

DAY OF SERVICE 

 
On Monday, January 16 the advisory board organized a day of service at Saint Denis School.  

Several parents and students cleaned from 9:00am until about 5:00pm. The cafeteria was cleaned 

top to bottom:  walls and shelves were scrubbed, every table was scrubbed front and back, floors 

were mopped, the kitchen and bathrooms were cleaned, the pillars were decorated, the Lost and 

Found box was replaced, and the rugs were vacuumed.  You would have thought that was a good 

dayôs work!  But it didnôt stop there.  Every bathroom in the lower school was cleaned,  the art 

room desks and floor were scrubbed and cleaned and the group beautified the teachersô lounge.  

Many thanks to an unbelievable group of workers, who came to give back.  And give and give 

and give on their day off to help make our school shine.  Anthony Zarella thank you for 

arranging it.  Gary Pergolini, Regina Shearn, Maggie Oliver, Beth Barrett,  Theresa Yerger, 

Norine and Jimmy Bastian-Pastore, Loretta Speers, Lisa and Ron Algeo, Brett McGovern and 

Debbie Fynes thank you for making a good idea a wonderful reality.  Working together was the 

ticket and because of that we got so much was accomplished.   To all the students who helped 

thank you, you were wonderful.  Ryan Shearn, Michael Warnick, Gianna Pergolini, Matt Suloff 

you did not stop.  You were a great example to our school of what leaders you are.  Thank you 

for giving up your time today and serving your school.  Thank you to Seamus Fynes, Natalie 

Algeo, David Hogarth, Michael Dice, Alison Zarella, Serena Ruggieri, Elizabeth Speers, Emily 

Bannan, Jenna Barrett, Brynne Pergolini, Tori Shearn, Kevin Howard, Tommy Howard, Aiden 

Graham, Seamus Slattery, Madigan Gallagher, Noelle Algeo, Maggie McGovern, Jane Zarella, 

Caroline Boornazian, Sarah Bannan, Eilie Kent, Catherine Speers, Sarah McGovern, Jonathan 

Barrett, Sean Boyer, Michael Woodburn, Jack Yerger, Anna Barrett, Ryan Oliver, Margaret 

Yerger, Kolbe Bastian-Pastore, Brynne Bastian-Pastore, Annie McGovern, Emily Oliver, Liam 

Shearn, Kathryn Yerger, and even the youngest group Blaise Bastian-Pastore, Jay Barrett and 

Kate McGovern.  I listed your names because you deserve recognition.  You gave so freely, 

worked so hard and made our school a better place!  Thank you. 
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COOPERTOWN YOUTH BASEBALL 

Don't let our current cold snap fool you:  Spring is just around the corner, and with it will come a 

new season of Coopertown Youth Baseball. 

 

In the recent past we have had students from your school play in our league.  I'd be most 

appreciative if you would consider promoting our league, through your internal newsletters and 

websites, between now and when registration closes March 17th. 

 

While you can obviously say what ever you'd like, here is some suggestion verbiage. 

Registration is now open for Coopertown Youth Baseball.  Offering T-Ball and coach pitch 

divisions for kids 4 to 9, the primary objectives of Coopertown Youth Baseball are to maximize 

fun and to provide basic baseball instruction to boys and girls. We do not keep score and do not 

keep standings. There are no practices, playoffs or weekend games.   To learn more and to 

register, please visit http://www.coopertowntball.com. 

 

Also, please note that complimentary registrations are available for economically-disadvantaged 

families.  If you are aware of youths you feel would be appropriate in this regard, please let me 

know. 

 

Thank you. 

Best regards, 

Mark Hoffman 

Commissioner, Coopertown Youth Baseball 

Catholic Schools Week  Service Project 

 
During Catholic Schools Week we are asked to serve our community. We would like the 

students to stock the pantry for Aid for Friends: Meals for Shut Ins in our parish.  

Aid For Friends serves the isolated homebound of our community by providing free home 

cooked meals and friendship. Volunteer visitors take seven meals from the freezer and deliver 

them to needy shut-ins once a week and spend a few minutes visiting with the person receiving 

meals. 

The students are asked to fill the trays that will be provided with leftovers from their dinner one 

night and return it filled on Tuesday January 31, 2012 to school. We will then stock the freezer 

located in the cemetery office garage.  If any family can fill more than one tray it would be 

greatly appreciated. This will be a wonderful opportunity for our school children and their 

families to help their own community. 

 

If possible and time allows the recipients of the meals like to see pictures or cards that the 

students make. This brightens their day and some even will hang them on their refrigerator. The 

pictures or cards can be placed in the bag under the Aid For Friends dinner slip. 

 

CONFIRMATION PROJECT 

Two 6
th

 grade confirmation groups spent Martin Luther King Day weeding and mulching the 

trails at the Riverbend Environmental Center in Gladwyn.  
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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 

January 29, 2012 to February 4, 2012 

 

The theme for Catholic Schools Week is Catholic Schools: Faith. Academics. Service 

 

Catholic Schools Week will open with the 11:30 Mass on January 29 with an open house to 

follow. 

 

Every Morning  

Each morning we will gather as soon as the bell rings in the gym for a Prayer Service/Pledge of 

Allegiance. The students along with our guest speakers will arrive in the gym each morning for 

prayers and the pledge of allegiance together.  Our guest speakers will then address the student 

body on the topic of the day. 

 

Monday 

Monday is focused on the community and volunteers. The students will write thank you notes to 

those who support our school. Some examples would be:  homeroom teachers, Art Goes to 

School, Science helpers, and any other parents. They could be sent home that Monday. 

 

Tuesday 

Tuesday focuses on our nation.  Members of the military will speak briefly to the students after 

the Prayer Service/Pledge of Alliance.  Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts and Brownies will wear a 

symbol of form their uniform. 

 

Students will focus on the service project Aid For Friends. 

During Catholic Schools Week we are asked to serve our community. We would like the 

students to stock the pantry for Aid for Friends: Meals for Shut Ins in our parish.  

Aid For Friends serves the isolated homebound of our community by providing free home 

cooked meals and friendship. Volunteer visitors take seven meals from the freezer and deliver 

them to needy shut-ins once a week and spend a few minutes visiting with the person receiving 

meals. 

The students are asked to fill the trays that will be provided with leftovers from their dinner one 

night and return it filled on Tuesday January 31, 2012 to school. We will then stock the freezer 

located in the cemetery office garage.  If any family can fill more than one tray it would be 

greatly appreciated. This will be a wonderful opportunity for our school children and their 

families to help their own community. 

 

Wednesday 

Wednesday focuses on students. The students may wear their gym uniform and will receive a 

free pretzel. The Super Silly Circus assembly is scheduled for that day. There is also a skating 

social scheduled for the students. 

 

Thursday 

Thursday focuses on vocations. Members of different vocations will speak briefly to the students 

to discuss vocations after the Prayer Service/Pledge of Alliance.      

 

Friday 

Faculty, Staff, Volunteers are the days focus. The teachers will be treated to a luncheon curiosity 

of the 8
th

 grade. Board games (no electronic games) will be played for an hour with buddies in 

the classroom from 1:30 to 2:30. Grades have been paired up: 8-2 7-1 6-K 5-PK  3-4. 

The first grade listed will report to the classrooms. 
 

 

 



A Note from the Haverford Township Recreation Department is listed below. 

 

 Dear Parents, 

 

Below are some upcoming offerings we have that you may be interested in. 

 

Childrens Yoga 

Looking to spend time with your friends doing something healthy and fun?  Sign up for our Kids 

Yoga class for ages 7-12.  Learn to increase your flexibility and enhance coordination and 

athletic performance with traditional Hatha yoga poses.  Kids Yoga is held 6-7pm Wednesday 

evenings at Chatham Park School  from 2/1-3/21.  The fee for the session is $75.   Register 

online HERE.  Questions feel free to email recinfo@haverfordtownship.org.   

Hard Hat Tours 

Want to get a sneak-peek inside the new Community Recreation Environmental Center?  

Join us for a hard hat tour on Sunday, Feb 5th. Tour times are 12:30, 1:15, 2:00, 2:45, 3:30pm. 

Space is limited and registration is required.  

Email recinfo@haverfordtownship.org to reserve your spot. 

Volley Tots 

A way for your child to learn the sport of volleyball in a fun and age appropriate format.  

Register online HERE 

Ages 5-6  Time:  10:00-10:50am (Sat) 

Dates:  2/11-3/17  Fee:  $65 

 
If you have any questions about our programs feel free to give us a call at 610-446-9397 
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