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Fall at St. John's has given us so many reasons to 

give thanks. When the school bell rang in 
September, our school community rejoiced that we 
were able to welcome students who had formerly 
attended Saint Kevin and Our Lady of Charity.  All 
of our new students and their families have 
enriched the SJCS community. We also had the 
great privilege of welcoming Father Ed Hallinan, 
our newly appointed pastor,  who replaced Fr. Jim 
Bajorek.  We give thanks to God for sending us 
such good and holy priests and we pray for Fr. Jim 
that he may soon be well again. 

We give thanks for our principal, teachers, and 
staff and the Home & School Association for all 
they have done to enrich the learning experience 
and sense of community at SJCS. Education is alive 
and well at St. John's! Our instrumental band is in 
full swing, fourth grade artists have designed 
beautiful Pennsylvania Dutch barn signs and  
eighth graders have composed Canticles.  Focusing 
on the life cycles theme, our third, fourth and fifth 
graders learned about the life cycle of spiders with 
the help of the smart board.   

Special thanks to Mrs. Talone and our third graders 
whose thoughtful Thanksgiving  Prayer service 
reminded us all of our mission as Christ's disciples. 

"Dear Lord, thank you for showing us how to 
return our thanks by living lives of service. Help us 
to appreciate and to respect one another.  Use us 
to make your love visible and known to others. 
Help us to live our lives with ever grateful and 
humble hearts. Amen" 

 

 

 



His Name is Father Ed 

   
We welcome with great enthusiasm Saint John's sixth pastor, Father Ed Hallinan.   Father Ed grew up in 
Drexel Hill and graduated from Monsignor Bonner High School in 1974. He went on to St. Charles 
Borromeo Seminary and graduated with a Master of Divinity and was ordained to the priesthood on May 
21, 1983. Since 1983, Father served as parochial vicar of the following parishes: St. Alphonsus, Maple 
Glen, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Philadelphia, Saint Katherine Drexel, Chester, and Our Lady of Hope, 
Philadelphia.  From June 1997 to June 2011, Fr. Ed was pastor of Saint Martin de Porres Church in 
Philadelphia and he  is the founding president of St. Martin de Porres School. He also served very briefly 
as pastor at Saint John of the Cross Church in Roslyn before heading to Wallingford. 
 

Father Ed was kind enough to preside at the school's opening Mass on September 9th even though his 

assignment as pastor had not yet officially begun. During his homily, Father Ed shared with the students, 

faculty and others in attendance the bittersweet circumstances surrounding his appointment.  "It is a true 

grace to be appointed pastor at St. John Chrysostom Parish. But for me, as a friend of Father Bajorek since 

1975, it is a bittersweet moment. In our younger days, Father Bajorek and I played basketball, football, 

volleyball and softball together as seminarians. In our early-to-mid years of priesthood, Father Bajorek 

asked me to assist him at the seminary as a spiritual director. 

During those years, we shared many moments of laughter, 

friendship, priesthood and joy. Therefore, learning of his illness was 

quite a bitter shock." 

 
In his short time with us Father Ed has endeared himself to the SJCS 
community.  During his Back to School Night address, Father Ed 
advised the parents and teachers of his commitment to catholic 
education.  He has visited the children's classrooms and presides at 
the First Friday school Masses and seasonal liturgies.  He attended 
our first Home & School general meeting in October and is eager to 
learn names, faces, and parishioners' personal stories.  We are most 
grateful for Fr. Ed's support of  SJCS and promise him our own 
support as we move forward as a community of faith and service. 

 
                   

                             Psalm 139 
 

O Lord, you have probed me and you know me; 
you know when I sit and when I stand; 
you understand my thoughts from afar. 
My journeys and my rest you scrutinize, 

with all my ways you are familiar. 
Even before a word is on my tongue, 

Behold, O Lord, you know the whole of it. 
Behind and before, you hem me in 

and rest your hand upon me. 
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me: 

too lofty for me to attain. 
 

 

 

Fast Facts About Father Ed 

 
Favorite saint - Saint Martin  de Porres   

Favorite pizza topping - pepperoni  

Last book read - Lombardi  
Siblings - two sisters, Fran and Susan 

Favorite ice cream flavor - chocolate   
Favorite Psalm - 139  

Favorite vacation spot - South Jersey shore 
Hero - Deceased father, Ned Hallinan  

Favorite Pope - John 23rd 
passions - people, preaching, social justice  

Favorite Beatles song - Hey Jude 

defining moment -  deciding to become a priest 
( thanks to guidance from Holy Spirit & Fr. Fran Meehan) 

Favorite Philly sports teams - Phillies/Eagles 
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Classroom Updates 
"Eggciting" News about Life Cycles in PreK3  
Our youngest students are being introduced to the concept of a 

life cycle through the help of the alphabet.  Starting off with Apples, moving on to 

Cantaloupes, Eggs and even Green beans, our PreK 3 science sleuths are enjoying 

hands on discovery of how everyday foods have a life story all their own. 

 
                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
 
 

 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 

 
Kindergarten celebrates Columbus 

 

Kindergarten History Lesson 

These smiling artists are 
proud to display their 
"handiwork" to celebrate 
Columbus' voyage across 
the Atlantic in 1492.  
That's the Pinta, Nina, and 
the Santa Maria sailing 
over the ocean blue. 

 

PreK4  

Our busy four year olds start every day with this morning prayer. 
 

God our Father, I give you today 
all that I think, and do, and say. 
I give you my love, with Jesus your Son. 
I will try to be kind and love everyone. Amen. 
 
And PK4 really does think, and do and say a lot! Just last week they met 
alphabet puppet Mr. H and his Horrible Hair!  They were introduced to 
mathematical patterns and practiced drawing squares, circles and triangles. 
They learned to express gratitude to God for the gifts in their lives and learned 
why pilgrims and all of us are thankful for a harvest. Prek4, take a bow! 
 
 

First Grade Saints 
The saints came marching into the primary unit on November 3rd when the first 
graders gave their presentation in front of their parents and friends.  The 
presentation started off with some of our saints telling us the history of 
Halloween and All Saints Day.  Tucker Kinne told us about St. Alexander who 
was known as the coal burner and later went on to become a bishop.  Saint 
Veronica of Milan was presented by Destiny.  St. Veronica would sneak out of 
bed in the middle of the night in order to teach herself how to read.  All of the 

first graders worked hard on their projects and did a wonderful job! 
presentations.   
 

 
 

Prek4 and 7th grade prayer 
partners enjoy Robert Munsch 

books 

Got to Hand it to Kindergarten! 



Spotlig ht on Art         

 
  
Mrs. Kathy Lavin , our art 

teacher for grades K through 4, had the 

second graders create pulp portraits.  

The color combinations really make 

these portraits pop.  Note the attention 

to detail - buttons, jewelry, 3D curls.  A 

simple technique, but a wonderfully 

whimsical res ult! Our second graders 

should be proud of their artis tic talents.           
 

                                                                                                                                   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Second grade pulp portraits 

Third grade created  traditional 
Japanese Kimonos - elegant! 

 

Seventh grade Landscapes 

Mrs. Janet Boyle, our long time art 

teacher at Saint John's, currently instructs 

students in grades 5 through 8.  The 

current seventh graders tried their hand 

at landscapes using the cray pas  

technique with involves using a 

combination of crayon and pastel s.  Our 

students are blessed to have such 

excellent  instructors - look for more 

details about Mrs. Lavin and Mrs. Boyle in 

the next issue of Big Steps.   
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MEET...  
Mrs. Isabelle Brogan - Jack of All Trades 
 
I wonder if Mrs. Brogan had any idea when she 
started at St. John's in 1994 that her job as school 
secretary would entail much more than 
answering phones and assisting the principal with 
administrative tasks.  She also serves as our first 
aid specialist dispensing band aids, ice packs and 
tylenol a plenty.  In especially serious cases, she 
may have to resort to the candy jar to keep the 
patients happy.  She does security detail as well, 
making sure that those seeking entrance at the 
office door have a legitimate purpose for gaining 
entry. (love that buzzer) She signs you in and 
signs you out. She's a hall monitor keeping tabs on students who may be taking detours while on a bathroom break.  She 
may as well work for UPS with all of the forgotten lunches, books, lunch money, and musical instruments she has 
delivered to students' classrooms. Also, she's aces with getting the copy machine to work - just give that toner cartridge 
a couple of good shakes!  This precious jem who came to SJCS so many years ago is truly a gift to our community.  Her no 
nonsense approach has endeared her to so many as has her sense of humor.  After seventeen years at her post, she is a 
seasoned veteran and is really the go to gal for any questions about the school.  When Big Steps asked her about her 
longevity, she attributed it to working with great people and of course her love for the kids.  "What makes me really 
happy is when the kids who have graduated stop by to visit.  It is wonderful to see them out in the world doing great 
things." And remember, if you want to stay in Mrs. Brogan's good graces, take it easy on that buzzer! 
 

Meet -  
Fresh Faces at Saint John's 
In September , fourth  grade welcomed Mrs. Christy Johnson  as a student 

teacher .  A Utah native, Mrs. Johnson, her husband and two sons  have liv ed 
in Wallingford for the past two  years. Ms Dishaw described Mrs. Johnson as  
an "excellent asset to the classroom . She integrates new technology through  

smart b oard usage and when working with the students she shows 
compassio n and patience ."  When asked about her experience at St. John's, 
Mrs. Johnson commented that the children were so well behaved and polite.  

She had not encountered this in her public school placements.  
 

 Miss Rayanne Crist  may be new to St. John's, but she is a veteran 

educator . After graduating with a Bachelor of Science degree in 

Education from West Chester University, she began working as a substitute 

teacher in various public school districts and parochial schools in De laware 

County. In 1985, Miss Crist was hired at Our Lady of Charity School in 

Brookhaven. She taught there for 26 years  until the school closed in June 

2011. When asked about her transition to St. John's she commented, " I feel 

fortunate to be working at St. John Chrysostom S chool. The principal, 

faculty, and staff have been accepting and very 

supportive. St. Joh n's is a great place to work."  

 
 
 
 
 

Saint John's is most grateful to all of the new parents  (and the old ones, too!) 
who have taken the time and effort to assist in their child's classroom.  Your 
contributions enrich the students' experiences and build up our community.  
Thanks to new parents Alicia Buxton and Rhoni Ryan who assisted at the Prayer 
Partner  Thanksgiving Feast  with seventh grade and PreK 4. 



The  tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΩǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊ 

The Last Word 

 

With field trips to the Philadelphia Zoo, Adventure Aquarium, farms, orchards and plays, our students are 
άƎŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǳǇέ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ [ƛŦŜŎȅŎƭŜǎ projects.  Their projects will be displayed during Catholic Schools 
Week in January.  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻǳǊ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻƴ tƻǇŜ WƻƘƴ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǉǳƻǘŜΥ ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻŦ 
ƭƛŦŜΦέ  ²ƛǘƘƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ {9w±9 ƭƛŦŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǾŀǊƛŜŘ ŎƘŀǊƛǘŀōƭŜ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǊǎ 
including food drives, monetary donations and collections. 
 
Our technology program continues to grow and we will welcome Archdiocesan visitors to our school on 
December 1st to observe the use of smart boards as a tool for instruction.  Recently, Mrs. Keating  and I met 
with the technology representative from the Archdiocese.  He has already invited Mrs. Keating to be a 
άǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜǊέ ŀǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜŎƘ 5ŀȅǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΦ  
  
We are so very grateful to the family who made the generous donation of $500  to our library and to the 
several donors who made contributions to enable a student to participate in our instrumental band program.   
As the holy season of Advent begins, we join with you in prayer that our hearts will be ready to celebrate the 
birth of our Savior.   
Thank you for all that you do to support your child and our school. 
Kay Kelly, Principal 
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SAINTS.... 
"Among them are 
people of every 
station in life - kings 
and queens, soldiers 
and statesmen, 
scholars and 
workmen, and 
housewives and 
tramps and 
beggars.  The only 
thing that binds 
them together is 
that, before all 
things, they loved 
Christ and His 
Church. The saints 
are God's 
messengers in the 
world, and by 
looking at them we 
may  be able to 
understand the real 
meaning of history." 
 
Hugh Ross Williamson 
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