Homework and Grading Policy

Homework:

1. Typically homework will be assigned three (PA) to four (Alg) times a week.  Homework will be posted on the board and also on the web at http://TeacherWeb.com/PA/WissahickonMS/Deckebach. 

2. All homework will be stored in your homework folder.  This folder will be set up in class during the first week of school.  Folders will include a homework log.  Logs must be kept up to date at all times.  Updating your homework log will be modeled in class and logs will be graded twice a marking period unannounced.  Homework logs, along with unannounced notebook quizzes, will be weighted as 10% of your grade.

3. Homework folders will typically be collected once a week.  The collection day ("due date") will vary.  It is your responsibility to check the homework board and/or Mr. D’s website each week for the collection day for your class.

4. All original homework problems must be done in pencil.  Homework not completed in pencil will not be graded.  You will have until the next folder collection day to resubmit such assignments in pencil without penalty.

5. Daily homework assignments will follow most lessons and will be checked off in class the    following school day as either complete or incomplete.  Daily homework assignments will be recorded as numbered assignments on your log.  The percentage of daily homework assignments checked off will be weighted as 20% of your grade.  These assignments will be scored and revised (you will have an opportunity to ask for explanations) in class.

6. Take-home quizzes/tests will be assigned just about every week.  These take home quizzes will consist of exercises similar to those on upcoming assessments.  These practice quizzes and tests will be recorded as lettered assignments on your log.  Lettered assignments will be collected your homework folders and are weighted as 30% of your grade.  Each lettered assignment is graded on a 10 point scale with two points earned for each of the following:

* The assignment is turned in on the due date.  (Assignments turned in after the due date will earn you a maximum of 8 points.  Assignments turned in after the "dead date" will not be graded unless you attend a before school, lunch, or after school session.)

* The paper is properly labeled.  (A handout with a sample heading will be distributed the first week of school, can be found under “class files” on our website.  The proper heading is also posted in our classroom.)

* The assignment is complete with ALL steps shown as modeled in class.

* The assignment is scored in colored pencil or ink pen -- red and black are unacceptable -- with the score and percent correct written on the top center of the page.  (The scoring of homework will be modeled in class.)

* ALL errors are corrected with adequate proof of understanding clearly demonstrated.  (You may do your revisions on the back of the assignment or attach an additional sheet of paper.  DO NOT ERASE YOUR ORIGINAL ANSWERS OR STEPS.)
Page 2

7.   If you do not earn the full ten points when a lettered assignment is first collected, you still have

      the opportunity to get these points back by making the necessary changes to the assignment by the

      next folder collection or “dead date”.  You should see Mr. D to get your assignments checked

      off before the “dead date” to ensure you receive the maximum number of points.

8.   If you are absent on the day folders are collected, you are responsible for submitting your folder on

      the day you return to school unless other arrangements are made with Mr. D.  

9.   Any extra credit points earned by doing the Problem of the Week or through group challenges 

      will be added to your total number of lettered homework points (take home quizzes/tests).

Test/Quizzes:

1.  You will have two or three unit tests a marking period.  All tests will be announced at least one week

     in advance.  Tests will range in value from 40 to 50 points each.  

2.  You should expect a short quiz once every week or so.  Quizzes will typically be announced at least

     two days in advance.  Quizzes will range in value from 10 - 20 points.
3.  Tests/Quizzes are weighted as 40% of your grade.
Calculating Your Grade:

Here’s an example of how grades are calculated ... 

Test/Quizzes (40%): 78/100 pts (78%)
Take Home Quizzes/Tests (30%): 65/70 pts (92.9%)

Daily HWs (20%): 14/15 checks (93.3%)
HW Log/Notebook Quizzes (10%): 23/26 pts (88.5%)
Total Points:  (78% x 4) + (92.9% x 3) + (93.3% x 2) + (88.5% x 1) 

Overall Grade:  866/10 = 87%, B+
As you can see, if you take care of business with your homework and organization, a respectable grade is well within your reach.  Throw in a few extra credit points by trying the Problem of the Week and you are well on your way to earning an A!

Current grades will be posted nearly every Monday.  Sign-up for the NewsFlash and receive and an e-mail as soon as grades are updated on-line.
Signature:

Please take some time to read over this document on your own after we have discussed it in class.  If you can explain the policy in your own words to your parents, then you've got it!  After you’ve reviewed the policy at home, please ask a parent or guardian to sign below alongside your name.  If anything is still unclear, please do not hesitate to ask me for clarification in class.

I have read Mr. Deckebach's homework and grading policy and understand both his expectations.

______________________________


______________________________

               Student Signature




        Parent or Guardian Signature

Interesting Research on Homework

* Meta-analysis shows homework increases test scores by 12 percentile points for middle school students.

* We achieve 80% competency regarding a skill or concept after 24 repetitions.

* Homework’s Effect Size on Learning (1.0 is maximum benefit):


.28, if there is no feedback (.25 and below is statistically insignificant)


.78, if classmates or self provides feedback on the assignment


.83, if teacher provides feedback on the assignment

W.M.S. Student Testimonials

I really liked how we did our homework folders.  At first it was really confusing, but once you got the hang of it, it was a good way to practice and fix your mistakes.  It gave you something to strive for … the Perfect 10 Club. 

It taught me that putting effort into homework really helps me.

I really liked … that we had more than one chance to get a 10 on our homework.

I corrected and understood my errors and I got (sic) much needed points.

I like it because it allowed me to have a chance to really understand material to its fullest.

Homework folders were fair.

Folders were helpful and fair.

The lettered assignments … made me … more prepared for quizzes/tests.

Folders!  They really helped me understand the lessons we learned in class that day.

I was able to keep track of homework and was rewarded for doing so.

Having to correct my errors helped me avoid mistakes later on.

By having a homework folder … I learned a lot more.

The homework revisions … they were easy ways (sic) to learn from mistakes and higher (sic) grades.

I learned a lot … understand now why we had the homework folders.

… it made me work hard and strive to do well, as well as learn from my mistakes.
