Explication

A process of investigating literature in order to better enjoy, understand, and extract meaning and insight from all genres (genre ~ a kind of literature: prose, poetry, and drama)

Read and try to get a general idea of the plot (plot ~ a sequence of events) and vocabulary

1.  Exposition (three parts)

A. Setting ~ (always work from general to more specific)



~When? (time)



~Where? (place)



~Which objects are important to the plot?


B. Characters



~Who are the characters?



~Who is the speaker or narrator?



~To whom is the selection written?



~Who is mentioned?



~Who are the focuses or main characters ~ protagonist (the 

  main character or hero in a literary work) and antagonist (the 

  character in opposition of the antagonist) 

~Who are the supporting characters and what the characters’ 

  relationships?


C. What is the main situation, problem, event, or occurrence? With 

    what are the characters dealing?
2.  Structure/Form (the physical layout of the text)

A. Poems



Length

Stanzas

Line length 

~equal in length

~ meter – one syllable equals one foot

~two syllables, or two feet, equal one meter



Rhyme Pattern (aa,bb,cc,dd… or abab, cdcd, efef…)



Language ~ concrete/abstract, simple/complex, style


B. Prose (ordinary speech or writing without metrical structure)



Length



Chapters



Linear/Nonlinear ~ Chronology



Language, Style

3.  Literary Devices (tools writers use to help develop characters, to add deeper, more complex ideas to the text, and to create multiple levels of meaning for the readers)
Allegory
Allusion
Analogy
Assonance
Apostrophe
Conceit
Metaphor
Simile

Refrain
Hyperbole
  Repetition

Point of View
Understatement
Oxymoron
Personification

Rhyme Scheme
Parallelism
   Soliloquy
   Suspense
  Dialogue

Imagery/Image
  Stream of Consciousness  
Pun

Symbol/Symbolism/Satire/Parody/Parable/Paradox
Contrast/Tension/Opposites/Conflict
4. Character Development
    As you are reading the selection, focus on what you learn about the characters
    from following aspects of the text:
1. The literary devices ~ how do the devices shed light on the complexity of the characters, on the complexity of the conflicts, tensions, or situations

2. The narration ~ what does the author reveal about the characters through description and narration
3. The characters themselves ~ how do the characters behave, relate to other characters, feel, think, speak and believe
    After you have finished the selections focus on the changes in the characters 

    caused by the events in the text:


Character + Conflicts =



       + Tensions = Growth? Failure? Success? What kind of change?



       + Situations = 

5. Theme (Specific and detailed)
    What did you learn from the previous steps of the explication?

    What do you take away from the experience of the characters?
