Socialization
Social Experience:  The Key to Our Humanity

Human Development:  Nature and Nurture


Without social experience, a child incapable of thought, emotion, or meaningful action.

Anna was kept in a second floor storage room.

Found at age five

Unresponsive

Socialization – lifelong social experience by which individuals develop their human potential and learn culture.

Social experience is the foundation of personality – a person’s fairly consistent patterns of acting, thinking, and feeling.
We internalize our surroundings.

Our behavior is not biologically set.
Charles Darwin- The Role of Nature

A century ago, people thought that humans had an instinctive nature like other animals.

Ethnocentric Europeans saw competition as part of human nature.

They believed people are born criminal.

They saw men as innately rational and women as “naturally” emotional.

They believed cultures without technology were less evolved

Justified colonization
The Social Sciences: The Role of Nurture

20th century – John B. Watson

Father of behaviorism
Behavior is not instinctive

It is learned.

Not nature, but nurture
Heredity plays a part in intelligence and personality, but whether a person reaches his potential depends on environmental factors.
Unless children use their brains early in life, the brain does not fully develop.

Social Isolation
Studies with Non-Human Primates


In a 1962 Harry Harlow studied the effect of isolation on rhesus monkeys.
Keeping babies in complete isolation for six months seriously disturbed their development.

They became passive, anxious, and fearful.

Babies kept in a cage with an artificial mother made only of wire were also later unable to interact.
Babies provided with a cloth covered artificial mother, who provided the ability to cling, suffered less developmental damage.

Infant monkeys could recover from three months of isolation, but by six months suffered irreversible emotional and behavioral damage.
Studies of Isolated Children

Anna

After discovery, received extensive attention and showed improvement.
Kingsley Davis visited after ten days and found her more alert and smiling.

After one year, she showed more interest in people and learning to walk.
After 1 ½ years, fed herself and played with toys.

By age eight, her mental development was less than a two year old.

She did not use words until she was almost ten.

Died at age ten.

May have been mentally retarded.

Her mother was.
Isabelle

Six years of isolation.


unresponsive

Entered special learning program


intensive instruction

One week later, she was trying to speak.

1 ½ years later, she knew 2000 words.

At age fourteen, she was in the sixth grade.
Genie

From age two, she was tied to a potty chair in the garage.

Found in 1970 at age thirteen

Weighed fifty-nine pounds

Had the mental development of a one year old.

Physically recovered, but remains mentally disabled.
Understanding Socialization
Sigmund Freud : The Elements of Personality

Freud

Studied personality and developed psychoanalysis.
Humans have two basic needs:

Bonding – life instinct (eros)

Aggression – death instinct (thanatos)

Both needs are unconscious and cause deep inner tension.

Our biological needs and the influence of society shape our personalities.
Freud’s Model of Personality

1.  Id – 

Basic drives (unconscious) 

Demand immediate satisfaction.

Present at birth

Demanding

Self-centered

2.  Ego – 

Conscious

Balances pleasure seeking drives with social norms.

Develops after birth

Practical

3.  Superego - 
Internalized values and norms

Conscious

Develops after birth
Personality Development
Children are id-centered from birth

Judge things by if they feel good or not.
They develop a superego

Learn right from wrong

Judge behavior by cultural norms
ID vs SUPEREGO

Ego is the referee

Unresolved conflicts may surface as personality disorders later on.

The superego represses selfishness.

Sublimation – redirects selfish drives into socially acceptable behavior.

Sexual urges lead to marriage.

Aggression is directed to competitive sports.

Jean Piaget: Cognitive Development
Four Stages of Cognitive Development
Sensorimotor Stage

Children experience the world only through their senses.

First two years
Preoperational Stage

First use of language and symbols

Around age two to six

Think about the world mentally and with imagination

Attach meaning only to specific experiences and objects.

ID favorite toy, but can’t explain what kinds of toys they like.

Lack abstract concepts 

Can’t judge size, weight, or volume.
Concrete Operational Stage

Seven to eleven years old

First perceive causal connections in their environment.

How and why things happen.

Can attach more than one symbol to a particular event or object.

Ex – Today is Wednesday and my birthday.
Formal Operational Stage

Age twelve

Individuals think abstractly and critically.

Understand metaphors

Traditional societies limit capacity for abstract and critical thought.

In the U.S., about 30% never reach this stage.
Lawrence Kohlberg: Moral Development
Three Stages of Moral Reasoning
(How we judge right and wrong)
Preconventional Stage

If it feels good, it must be right.

Pain or pleasure
Conventional Stage

Teenagers

Less selfish

Consider what pleases parents and cultural norms

Try to assess intention in reaching moral judgments.
Postconventional Stage

Beyond norms

Abstract ethical principles 

What is legal may not be right.

Many do not reach this stage.

All subjects in Kohlberg’s study were boys.

Generalized results to all people.
Carol Gilligan: The Gender Factor
Carol Gilligan

Exposed Kohlberg’s gender bias

Compared moral development of girls and boys
Boys – Justice Perspective

Formal Rules define right and wrong
Girls – Care and Responsibility Perspective

More personal

Stealing

Boys – broke the law

Girls – why did he steal?

Men – workplace requires rules

Women – nurture, caregiver

This is a result of cultural conditioning.  

As women spend more time at work, differences disappear.

Gilligan also studied the effect of gender on self-esteem.
She studied 2000 girls, age 6-18, for five years.

Young girls were eager and confident.

Declined with adolescence. 

Ideal woman in our society:
Calm, controlled

Eager to please
More male teachers in high school

See men as authority figures

G.H. Mead

Social Behaviorism
Social Behaviorists  believe that social experience shapes personality.

Self –part of an individual’s personality composed of self-awareness and self-image.

1. Develops only with social experience

Does not exist at birth.

2. Social experience is the exchange of symbols.
3. Understanding intention requires imagining the situation from the other’s point of view.

Social interaction involves seeing ourselves as others see us.

Taking the role of the other.

Cooley – Looking Glass Self


4.  By taking the role of the other, we become self-aware.



The self has two parts:




I – active and spontaneous




Me – how we imagine others see 
us.

The key to developing the self is learning to take the role of the other.

Infants – imitate because they have limited social experience.

No self

Mimic – don’t understand intention


Children begin to develop self.

When they play, they take on roles of significant others.

They imagine the world from their parents’ point of view.
Around age seven, they can take on roles of several others at once

Complex games

Baseball
More mature – social life requires that we see ourselves in terms of cultural norms, as anyone else might.

The Generalized Other – widespread cultural norms and values we use as a reference in evaluating ourselves.

Erik Erikson
Erik Erikson:  8 Stages of Development

Challenges throughout life

Stage I   

Infancy – the challenge of trust (vs. mistrust)


Birth to 18 months


Must learn that the world is a safe place.

Stage II

Toddlerhood:  the challenge of autonomy (vs. doubt and shame)


To age three


Skills to cope with the world in a confident way.

Stage III

Preschool:  the challenge of initiative (vs. guilt)


4 & 5 year olds


Outside family


Guilty if fail parents’ expectations

Stage IV

Preadolescence:  the challenge of industriousness (vs. inferiority)


6 – 13 years old

Stage V

Adolescence:  the challenge of gaining identity (vs. confusion)


Teens


Establish identity


Identify with others but want to be unique

Stage VI

Young Adulthood:  the challenge of intimacy (vs. isolation)


Form and maintain intimate relationships


Need to bond and need to have separate identities.

Stage VII

Middle Adulthood:  the challenge of making a difference (vs. self-absorption)

Contribute to the lives of others or become stagnant and self absorbed.   

Stage VIII

Old Age: the challenge of integrity (vs. despair)

Look back on life with a sense of accomplishment and integrity or regret missed opportunities.

Erikson saw this as a lifelong process.  Success at one stage prepares us for the next.

Criticism:  Not everyone goes through challenges in the same order.

Failure at one stage does not predict doom.

Agents of Socialization



The Family


The family has the greatest impact on socialization.

They teach our first skills, values, and beliefs.

Teenagers trust parents most.

A loving family gives a child the best chance of being happy and well adjusted.

Parents don’t only teach skills, but indirectly teach attitudes and shape personalities.

Family gives a child its social position 

-  race, religion, ethnicity, and social class.

Part of self-concept.

Social class affects child rearing.

How much parents spend on and what they expect from children.

Lower class – favor obedience and conformity in children.

Upper class – Want good judgment and creativity. 

Kohn – 

Lower class parents expect their children will have a routine job and follow orders.


Parent may use physical punishment to keep the child in line.

Upper class expect the child will have a job which requires imagination and independence.


 The School


Enlarges the child’s social world.

Meet people of different backgrounds.

Learn the importance of gender and race.

Cluster in groups based on gender and race.

Hidden curriculum – value of competition and success, moral goodness of society.

School is the child’s first experience with bureaucracy.

Impersonal rules and strict time schedule.

 

Socialize into gender roles.

Raphaela Best – 
Boys prefer more physical activities and time outdoors.

Girls volunteer to help the teacher.

 

In college, women tend to major in art or humanities.  Men major in economics, physical science, computing.


Peer Groups


Peer groups – social group whose members have interests, social position, and age in common.

Lets children escape the direct supervision of adults.

Learn how to form relationships on their own.

Chance to discuss interests that adults may not share of tolerate.

Parents worry about who their children’s friends are.

 

Generation gap – different attitudes between young and old.

Most important in adolescence when children are establishing a separate identity from their parents.

Parental influence is still strong in important decisions.

We view our friends in a positive light and discredit others.

 

We are influenced by peer groups we would like to join.

Anticipatory socialization – learning that helps a person achieve a desired position.


Mass Media


Mass media – impersonal communications aimed at a vast audience.


Media means middle (as in connector).

TV was introduced in 1939.

98% of U.S. homes have a TV.


More than any other country.

88% have more than one.

2/3 have cable.

Some categories of people watch more than others.


See map p. 127

Generally older, poorer, less educated, and unemployed are most avid TV watchers.


Primary newspaper readers are older, more affluent, and better educated.

The average household has at least one TV set turned on for seven hours/day and people spend almost half their free time watching TV.

Children between age 2-18 average 5 ½ hours/day consuming media.


TV, videotapes, and video games

Children watch TV before they learn to read.

Studies show watching TV makes children more passive and less likely to use imagination.

Liberals argue that TV shows mirror society’s patterns of inequality and rarely challenge the status quo.


Men have power over women.


Racial and ethnic minorities watch 40% more TV than whites, but are largely absent from programming. (See box p.128)

Conservatives argue that the media is led by a liberal “cultural elite.”  

A “politically correct” media advances liberal causes, like feminism and gay rights, while excluding a conservative perspective.

Final concern – AMA says violence in mass media has reached a level that is hazardous to the well-being of this country’s people.

There is a link between viewing time (inc. time playing video games) and aggressive behavior.

 

¾ of U.S. adults have walked out of a movie or turned off a TV show because of high levels of violence.

 

New Study – almost 2/3 of television programs contain violence, and characters usually show no remorse and aren’t punished.

Positive aspects of media – 

entertain, educate, exposure to diverse cultures, provoke discussion.

Negative – power to shape thinking

Percentage of people who watch five hours or more of TV each day:

U.S. – 20 

France – 14

S. Korea – 11

Switzerland – 11

Canada – 5

Who was the first president on TV?

My final note – The Clairol Corp. reports TV shows have twice as many blond women as there are in real life.

Socialization and the Life Course
Childhood

Worldwide, 250 million children work.

120 million work full time, earning fifty cents/hour.

See map p. 130

American children

Carefree

100 yrs ago, we were like poor countries today

Long hours

Dangerous conditions

Little pay

The idea of childhood is new.

Middle Ages 

4 or 5 year olds were treated like adults

The concept of childhood is grounded in culture

Wealthy nations don’t need child labor.

Need time to learn skills for a high tech workplace.

Are American children growing up too fast?

“Hurried Child Syndrome” results partly from changes in the family.

High divorce rates, parents working outside the home, etc.

Less supervision

Adult programming on tv

Films

internet

Compared to 50 years ago, children are more stressed and anxious.

Adolescence

Industrialism created the concept of childhood, and adolescence emerged as a buffer between childhood and adulthood.

Teen turbulence and conflicts with parents may reflect cultural inconsistencies.

Media glorifies sex, schools distribute condoms, parents urge restraint.

18 years old – war but no alcohol

No longer child, but not adult

Adulthood

Begins between late teens and early 30s, depending on social background.

Time of accomplishment

Career and family

Personality basically set, but change in environment could cause change in self.

Divorce, unemployment, serious illness, etc.

Early adulthood

Until 40 years old

Day to day affairs

Juggle conflicting priorities

Esp. women

Middle Adulthood

40 – 60

Life is set

Aware of health

Women may feel unneeded

Children are grown and husband is entrenched in work

Emptiness

If divorced – financial problems

Often return to school and seek new careers

Old Age

Final stage

Begins in mid-sixties

Traditional society

Old control land and wealth

Wise, b/c society changes slowly

Respected

Industrial societies

Young are away and independent

Society changes fast

Old is obsolete

Elderly appear unaware of trends and fashions

We do not value their knowledge and experience.

U.S. anti-elderly bias will diminish as the share of older people increases.

The percentage of people over 65 has tripled since 1900.

There are more seniors than teens.

Life expectancy is increasing.

The census bureau predicts the fastest growing segment may be over 85.

It could multiply by 5.

Old age is the opposite stage.

Leave roles that provided their social identity.

Retire – unlearn habits

If a non-working spouse has partner home, may need to adjust.

Dying

In the U.S., more than 85% die after the age of 55.

E. Kubler Ross – Death is an orderly transition with five stages:

Denial – our culture ignores reality

Anger – Why me?

Negotiation – bargain with God

Resignation – depression

Acceptance – make the most of time left 

As the numbers of aged increases, we may become more comfortable with death.

We are more open

Prefer it to prolonged suffering

Many now prepare for the costs and arrangements of death in advance.

Overview

Two conclusions:

Each stage is linked to a biological process, but is mainly a social construction.

Each stage presents problems and transitions which require learning (or unlearning). 

General patterns of the life course may vary depending on class, race, ethnicity, and gender.

See box p.132)

Experiences also vary according to when a person is born.

Cohort – people with a common characteristic, usually age.

Lived through the same economic and cultural trends and have similar attitudes and values.

40s and 50s – econ boom – optimistic

Depression era – Greatest Generation

Resocialization

Total Institutions – 

A setting in which people are isolated from the rest of society and manipulated by an administrative staff.

2 million people in the U.S.

Mental institutions or prisons

Geoffman

Goffman said total institutions have three distinctive characteristics:

Staff supervise all spheres of daily life

Environment is highly standardized

Formal rules and daily schedules dictate when, where, and how inmates perform their daily routines.

Regimentation leads to resocialization

Radically changing an inmate’s personality by carefully controlling the environment.

Isolate from the outside world

Control communication

Resocialization is a two part process:


A.  Break down identity

“Abasements, degradations, humiliations, and profanations of self”


Uniforms, haircuts, no individuality

“Mortifications of self”


Searches, head-shaving, fingerprinting, body search, etc


Assign number


No privacy

B.  Build new self

Through system of rewards and punishments

TV, phone calls

Motivation to conform

Length of confinement may depend on behavior

This process can result in a person becoming institutionalized and unable to live independently.

See box p.134

