Ecology Chapter 7 Review
1. What is a system?

2. Describe the situation in which a system received inputs and produces outputs without undergoing any changes.

3. Give some examples of positive feedback loops.

4. What is the main cause of the eutrophication in the Gulf of Mexico?

5. What is the name for an area where two ecosystems intermingle?

6. What do you call the rate at which biomass becomes available to consumers?

7. What is included within the biosphere? 
8. What is the difference between macronutrients and micronutrients?

9. What do plants need in order to go through photosynthesis?

10. What is biomass?

11. Differentiate between the hydrosphere and the lithosphere.

12. What is the difference between evaporation and precipitation?

13. What are the three physical, abiotic components of the planet?

14. What is the study of multiple ecosystems that exist in a single are with many transitional zones?

15. Where are the largest pools of carbon in the carbon cycle found?

16. Where does phosphorus come from in nature?

17. What is the biggest pool of nitrogen in the nitrogen cycle?

18. What types of organisms make nitrogen available to plants through a process called nitrogen fixation?

19. How have humans changed the rate of nitrogen fixation?

20. What are aquifers?

21. What kind of rock is formed from heat and pressure?

22. Describe the landmass on Earth that existed 225 million years ago.
23. What is sedimentary rock?

24. How have humans increased evaporation thereby altering the water cycle?

25. What is subduction?

26. What is another name for nutrient cycles?

27. Define ecosystem.

28. What is the process of nutrient enrichment in a body of water called?

29. What is the condition in which the dissolved oxygen content in an area or water is extremely low?

30. Compare and contrast positive and negative feedback loops.  Give an example of each and how common each is in a natural system.

31. Describe, in detail, one of the biogeochemical cycles from this chapter. 

32. What is a dead zone? Name some of the major causes of the dead zone in the Gulf of Mexico. How is the Mississippi River Watershed system related to the dead zone in the Gulf?

