Genetics Syllabus
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Teacher:
Mrs. Molly Kearns

Homework Hotline:
655-2836, ext. 2231

E mail Address:
mkearns@wyomingarea.org
Website:
http://www.teacherweb.com/PA/WyomingArea/MKearns/
Textbook:
Human Genetics, 8th edition, Ricki Lewis, 2007

Genetics is the study of inherited traits and their variation. Some of the topics we will be studying in this course include, but are not limited to:

· Cell-cell interactions

· Stem cells and cell specialization

· Single gene inheritance

· Pedigree analysis

· Lethal alleles

· Multiple alleles

· Epistasis

· Mitochondrial inheritance

· Linkage

· Sex-linked and sex-influenced traits

· X inactivation

· Genomic imprinting

· Multifactoral traits

· Population genetics

· Gene structure

Course Expectations

Since this course is offered only twice a week, you are expected to attend each class.  If you must miss class due to an excused absence, see your instructor immediately for any work missed.  Valuable class information can also be found on the teacher’s website. 

Each day, you are expected to bring your textbook, notebook, folder, all class materials, and a writing utensil.  Failure to do so will affect your class participation grade (see below). Books are brand new and should be covered and treated with care.  You are expected to arrive in class on time and begin each class promptly as “time” is a limited and valuable resource. 
Do to the nature of this course, many assignments, including some tests and quizzes will be completed outside of the classroom.  Cheating of any kind, including copying homework, will not be tolerated. 
Grading System

Averages will be based on a total points system.  Grades will be based on tests (in class and take home), quizzes, labs, homework assignments, and class participation (see below).  Homework will be assigned frequently and will usually be collected and graded.  Smaller assignments will be checked for completion. 

Homework/Classwork

Written assignments may be given daily as classwork or homework.

Some classwork/homework assignments will be checked for completion (5 points).  Others will be graded for a specified point value 

If you are absent, check TeacherWeb, call the homework hotline or a friend for your homework, or see me immediately upon your return to school.

Class Participation

Actively participating in class is always encouraged.  The more you are involved, the more you will learn.  I find it difficult to give a numerical grade for participation. However, if you lack class materials (textbook, notebook, pencil), two points will be deducted from your class participation grade.  

Attendance

You must be in school in order to learn.  When you return to class from an absence, you must check the “Make-up Work” folder in the classroom to pick up assignments you missed.  You must also copy any notes you missed.  You will earn a point for each day you are in class (averaged into the Class Participation grade).

Online Assignments
You will be expected to and complete assignments using the textbook’s website. These will include reading, reviews, and quizzes.  Some assignments will count for a grade. You must go online and register for the class within the first week of school. The website is: www.mhhe.com/lewisgentics8.  You may also access it via my TeacherWeb page.  The course code information is on TeacherWeb.  
