Leaf Collection Project
Due Date:  Thursday, October 6th, 2011
200 Points

You will find 15 different leaves from native trees of Pennsylvania and identify them using your “Trees of Pennsylvania” booklet.  Follow the directions below:

1. Collect leaves with the stem attached.  Collect 15 leaves from the “Common Trees of Pennsylvania” booklet issued to you in class. They must come from the book. 
2. Identify the leaves using your tree booklet.  Hint:  Identify the leaf while it is on the tree so you may use distinguishing features (bark, shape, size, etc.). 
3. Press the leaves individually between several pieces of newspaper.  Place the paper between heavy books.  You should allow the leaves to press for at least two weeks.
4. Glue each leaf to a piece of construction paper.  At the bottom of each page, place a completed herbarium card. (Plain Elmer’s Glue works best).  Do not cover with plastic or page protectors!
5. Herbarium cards will include the following information:

a. Common name of the tree

b. Scientific name (Genus species) Must be written correctly.
c. Identify as needle-like, scale-like, or broadleaf.
d. If broadleaf, include composition, margin, and venation

e. Uses of the tree
f. Collection site.
6. Arrange the pages of leaves in alphabetical order according to common name.  Add page numbers and a table of contents.

7. Include a cover page including:

a. Your name 

b. Ecology

c. Class period 

d. “Leaf Collection.”

8. Bind your pages together to make a booklet. You may decorate your project any way you like, but please, no glitter.
*Your project will be graded according to the following scale: Total  = 200 points.

5 points for each correctly identified leaf (75)


6 points for each herbarium card (90)


10 points for the table of contents


5 points for the cover page

10 points for turning in the “Trees of PA” booklet
10 points for neatness and appearance of the project

*20 points will be deducted each day for late projects

*Incompletes will be issued for those not handing in a project

Do not wait until the last minute.  This is a huge portion of your 1st quarter grade!
Helpful Hints:
· Many leaves can be found by simply walking around the streets near the school. Be aware of your surroundings. 
· It is easiest to identify leaves while they are on the tree. If you grab a pile of leaves and try to identify them later, you will have more difficulty.
· Be aware of private property, traffic, and poison ivy. Do not use this project as an excuse to be rude or hazardous. 
· Wait until the glue dries completely to assemble your book. If it is stuck together, your leaves may get ruined!
· You may not use plastic coverings or page protectors. However, needle-like leaves may be placed in ziplock bags and stapled onto the page. 
· If you have questions, do not wait until the last minute.  I will gladly help you and answer questions but do not wait until the day before the project is due. 
Extra Credit Option
· You may include 5 extra leaves for 4 bonus points each. (Up to 20 bonus points). They must be labeled as extra credit on the table of contents and come at the end of your book. 
