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Course Description

Ecology is the study of the interactions of organisms within their environments.  During this course you will study populations, ecosystems, energy use, and the role of humans in the environment.  Specific topics you will learn about include:

· A background of environmental science and ecology

· Biodiversity

· Community and population ecology

· The effect of human population on the environment

· Conservation biology

· Aquatic ecosystems

· Renewable and nonrenewable resources

· Environmental laws and policies

Course Supplies

Organization is a major factor in success in this course.  You must bring the following items to class with you each day:

1. Three ring binder notebook with loose leaf paper or a spiral notebook and a folder. You should have a notebook that is used for this class only.  It should not have information from other classes in it. 
2. Current notes and handouts. I will not provide copies of things you have already received.  Write your name on all papers and keep them in your notebook or folder. 

3. Writing instruments. You may use pen or pencil, however, please use blue or black ink only. I will not lend writing instruments to you for class. 

4. Ecology textbooks.  You must cover your book and bring it with you each day unless you are told otherwise. 

Classroom Policies

1. Be prepared. – Bring your supplies with you each day and be aware of deadlines.

2. Be respectful. – Respect your teacher, each other, and equipment.

3. Be present.  – You must be in class to succeed. Be on time. 

4. School rules will be enforced. 

Grading Policies

Grading System

Grading will be done using a total point system and then translated into a percentage grade at the end of the marking period.  

Pts. Earned/Pts. Possible * 100 = Your Grade

You can calculate your grade at any time by using the formula above.  Please keep a record of your graded assignments. 

Tests

· Tests are announced several days in advance.
· If you are absent the day of a test, you will take it the day you return.  
· If you are absent for one day before the test, you will take it on the scheduled day.
· If you are absent for an extended period of time, you will schedule a time to take it during a study hall.  Any test not made up within a week will become a zero.  
Quizzes

· Quizzes will occur often.  Each chapter will have several vocabulary quizzes.

· They may be announced or unannounced.

· If you are absent for a quiz, the same principles apply as stated above.

Notebooks

· Notebooks should be kept in a three-ring binder or notebook and folder.

· They will be graded periodically for completeness and neatness.

Lab Work

· Most labs are done in groups, however you will often hand in individual lab reports.

· If you miss a lab, please schedule to make it up within a week.

Homework/Classwork

· Written assignments may be given daily as classwork or homework.

· Some classwork/homework assignments will be checked for completion (5 points).  Others will be graded for a specified point value 

· If you are absent, check TeacherWeb, call the homework hotline or a friend for you homework, or see me immediately upon your return to school.

Class Participation

· Actively participating in class is always encouraged.  The more you are involved, the more you will learn.  I find it difficult to give a numerical grade for participation. However, if you lack class materials (textbook, notebook, pencil), two points will be deducted from your class participation grade.  

Attendance

· You must be in school in order to learn.  When you return to class from an absence, you must check the “Make-up Work” folder in the classroom to pick up assignments you missed.  You must also copy any notes you missed.  You will earn a point for each day you are in class (averaged into the Class Participation grade).
Dishonesty

· Cheating will not be tolerated.

· Cheating is not limited to tests.  It also includes copying a lab or homework assignment from another student.  

· Specific consequences include zero, failure, meeting with parents, and disciplinary referral.  

