Ch. 12 and 16
The Question of the Color Line

I. The Reconstruction Battle Begins

1) RECONSTRUCTION---rebuilding the South after the Civil War

2) US struggled over what to do with former rebel states

3) How would Southern agriculture survive without slave labor?

4) What would freed blacks do now that they were free

A) Lincoln’s Plan

1) 10 Percent Plan

a) offered AMNESTY to all Southerners who took oath of loyalty to USA

b) When 10% of a former state’s population took the oath they could organize a new state government.

B) Radical Republicans

1) Led by Thaddeus Stevens

2) favored harsh punishment  for South causing Civil War

1) tried to forbid Confederate leaders from working in new State governments

2) Wanted to make Republicans strong in South 

3) Wanted to use federal government to force South to treat blacks equally

II.  Freedmen’s Bureau

A) Lincoln didn’t know what to do about tens of thousands of homeless blacks 

1) 40 ACRES AND A MULE---General William T. Sherman gave conquered Southern land and a free mule to any freed blacks he found (freedmen)

2) Many Americans upset about govt. taking people’s property so Sherman ordered to stop giving 40 acres and a mule

B) Freedmen’s Bureau

1) Agency set up to help blacks get food and jobs

2) Set up education and training for freed blacks

III.  Wait, who won the war????

A) After Lincoln assassinated, Andrew Johnson becomes President

1) Johnson was Southern Democrat before Civil War but didn’t secede with South

2) Johnson doesn’t want to punish South at all which angers Radical Republicans

2) Johnson let’s all Confederate states back in Union

a) South promptly re-elects all of their old leaders to Congress (the ones who caused Civil War)

1) Radical Republicans are furious

3) 14th Amendment passed which gives citizenship to anyone born in America (including freed blacks) (1868)

a) When blacks added in, South now had a big population which gave them more representation in Congress.

1) Radical Republicans angry………Again

4) Johnson allows South to pass BLACK CODES

a) series of laws that limited freedom and rights of freed blacks

1) Radical Republicans wonder who won Civil War

B) Radical Republicans Strike Back

1) Pass Military Reconstruction Act (1867)

a) Divided South into Military Districts ruled by Union Generals to protect blacks

2) Andrew Johnson Impeached

1) Radical Republicans try to get rid of Johnson by impeaching him

2)Impeachment fails by one vote and Johnson saved

3) Johnson takes hint and stops being so Pro-South

IV. Grant Becomes President

A) After Impeachment, Johnson doesn’t run for Re-elecition

B) Ulysses S. Grant becomes President (1869) due to his fame from Civil War

C) Panic of 1873

Economy takes downturn and millions of Americans lose jobs and savings

V) Compromise of 1877

A) Election of 1876

1) Republican—Rutherford B. Hayes (Union General)

2) Democrats --- Samuel Tilden (fought govt. corruption)

B) Tilden led popular and electoral vote but several state totals were in dispute

1) Hayes angry that South used violence to stop blacks and Republicans from voting

2)Congress forms committee to decide who won election

E) COMPROMISE OF 1877

Congress decides:

1) Hayes becomes President IF he agrees to end military reconstruction

2)  Hayes agrees.  Federal troops ordered to leave South

3) Reconstruction ends and blacks left to fend for themselves
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3) ESSAY:  Was the South “reformed” after the end of the Civil War?  Why or why not?  (MUST USE FIVE PARAGRAPH PSSA FORMAT)

