· Section 4: America Enters the War

· Objectives:

· Explain how Roosevelt helped Britain while maintaining official neutrality

· Trace the events that led to increasing tensions and ultimately, war between US and Japan

· I. FDR Supports England

· A) The Neutrality Act of 1939

· 1) FDR declared US neutral at start of WWII

· 2) However, FDR helped France and Britain by allowing weapons to be sold to them on “cash and carry” basis

· B) Destroyers-For-Bases Deal

· 1) FDR gave aid old US destroyers to Britain in exchange for right to build US bases in Caribbean and Canada

· 2) deal gave Britain needed ships while allowing US to extend its military in Caribbean and Canada so Britain didn’t have to defend those areas

· II.  The Isolationist Debate

· A) Many Americans began believing it was okay to help Allies (Britain and France)

· B) Election of 1940

· 1) Most Americans assumed FDR would step down after 2 terms

· 2) No President ever served more than 2 terms

· 3) FDR decided to run again because Depression and WWII issues too big to change leaders in middle of crisis (Plus, he probably liked being President)

· III.  Edging Toward War

· A) After Election of 1940, FDR began assisting Britain even more

· 1) Lend Lease Act

· a) Britain could no longer afford “cash and carry”

· b) US passed law to send arms to any country “vital to the defense of the U.S. and have country repay loan after war over

· c) FDR vowed to make America the “great arsenal of democracy”

· 2) The Hemispheric Defense Zone

· a) To stop German U-Boats, FDR declared western half of Atlantic Ocean “neutral”

· b) FDR had US navy patrol Atlantic and notify British of locations of German U-Boats (Is that neutral to you?)

· 3) The Atlantic Charter (Aug. 1941)

· a) US and Britain pledged to create post-war Democracy in world

· b) German U-boats began firing at US ships

· c) FDR ordered US navy to “shoot on sight” any German ships in neutral zone

· IV.  Japan Attacks U.S.

· A) US embargoes Japan

· 1) British kept much of their navy in Asia to protect colonies from Japanese attack

· 2) British navy needed to return to Europe to fight Germany

· 3) To discourage Japan, FDR blocked sale of raw materials to Japan

· 4) Japan lacks raw materials

· 5) Angry Japanese formed alliance with Germany and Italy

· 6) Japan attacked China

· 7) FDR extended lend-lease to China

· 8) FDR embargoed Japan

· 9) lack of raw materials forced Japanese to attack US so it could have access to needed supplies

· B) Japan attacks Pearl Harbor

· 1) December 7, 1941 Japan does surprise attack on Pearl Harbor

· 2) Most of U.S. Pacific Fleet destroyed

· 3) US aircraft carriers at sea during attack so they were saved

