Section 2: Feminism

Objectives:

Describe the work place that fueled the growth of the women’s movement

Identify major achievements of the women’s movement

I.  The Women’s Movement Reawakens

A) After WWII, most women returned to life as housewives

B) Many women remembered Rosie the Riveter and wanted to return to work

C) FEMINISM:  the belief that men and women should be equal politically, economically, and socially

D) New Inventions give women opportunities

1) Men said women couldn’t work because there was no time to work after household chores done

2) New inventions cut down on time women needed to work at home

a) washing machines---no longer had to wash clothes by hand

b) TV dinners---no longer had to make meals from scratch

E) laws help women in the workplace

1) Equal Pay Act (1963)

Law banned paying men more than women for same work (equal pay for equal work)

2) Title VII of 1964 Civil Rights Act

a) banned discrimination by employers based on race, color, religion, and natural origin (what’s missing from this list?)

3) Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC)

agency created to enforce anti-discrimination laws

F) Women Organize

1) “The Feminine Mystique” by Betty Friedman was bestseller about women feeling unfulfilled

2) Betty Friedman formed National Organization of Women (NOW) (1966)

II.  Women’s Movement in Action

A) Women fought for equality in school sports/education

1) Title IX

a) law that banned federally funded schools from discriminating against girls in education and sports

b) schools must have BOTH boys/girls teams or allow both to play on same team

B) The Constitution and Women’s Right to Choose

1) Griswold v. Connecticut (1965)

a) Sup. Ct. struck down law that banned people from buying contraceptives

2) Roe v. Wade (1973)

a) Sup. Ct. said women had right to choose abortion in first three months of pregnancy

3) Equal Rights Amendment (ERA)

a) Congress passed amendment to Constitution saying women have equal rights as men

b) ERA had to be ratified by ¾ of states to become part of Constitution

c) Phyllis Schlafly ralled some women against ERA and ERA failed to be ratified by enough states

1) These women feared ERA would take women from their traditional role in homes

Homework: Page 930, 1,2,4,7

