Section 4:  The War’s Impact

Objectives:

· Explain how the high death totals affected people’s beliefs about war.

· Describe the effects of the post-war recession on the United States

· Discuss the causes of and reaction to the Red Scare

· I.   The Mental Harm from so much death

· A)  Unlike before the war when most countries wanted to fight, most soldiers hated war after seeing so much death

· 1) Erich Remarch “ALL QUIET ON THE WESTERN FRONT”----story about German boys going to war and finding out how awful it is

· 2) Wilfred Owen—”Dulce et Decorum Est”---bitter poem about old people telling young people about glory of war

II The Economic Damage from the War

· When WWI ended, the govt stopped controlling the economy

· People bought goods that were unavailable during war.

· Business raised prices so inflation was high

· Cost of living went up as everything got expensive

· B) Unions went on Strike for more money due to inflation

· 1) Seattle General Strike (1919)

· 60,000 workers from all industries walked off jobs


2) Boston Police Strike (1919)



a) 75% of police struck



b) no police meant lots of riots and looting



c) Governor Calvin Coolidge intervened




1) called in National Guard




2) fired all striking police




3) hired new cops to replace them

· III. Racial Problems

· A) Riots broke out between unemployed white war vets and blacks who moved north during Great Migration over jobs

· IV.  The Red Scare

· A) Americans shocked that Communists overthrew Russian Nicholas II and feared samed would happen in USA

· 1) Communist International

· Organization set up by Russia to coordinate Communist activities in other countries

· 2) USA created Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) to spy on radical organizations

· First head of FBI: J. Edgar Hoover


3) US deported any immigrants thought to be radical

· IV.  Return to Normalcy

· A) Americans sick of war and people trying to change society.

· B) Warren Harding becomes President 1921 by promising return to normal times


C) Progressivism ends under Harding—people don’t want to deal with the radicals

· HOMEWORK:  Page 603, #1,2,3,4

