Unit 5: Birth of Modern America: 1865-1890

Ch. 13 Section 1: Miners and Ranchers

Question:  Why do people move from place to place?

Objectives:  

1) Trace the growth of the mining industry in the West

2) Describe the ways that new technology changed open-range ranching.

I. Mining Industry

A) Many people moved west to seek their fortune in mining

1) Colorado--- Gold

2) Nevada --- Silver

3) Montana --- Copper

4) Dakotas --- Gold

B) Types of Mining

1) Placer Mining--- skimming the surface for minerals using picks, shovels, and pans

Types of Mining cont.

2) Quartz Mining --- Mining deep below surface 

Questions:


Which type of mining was likely to be tried first?  Why? By whom?

Which type of mining was likely to be tried second? Why? By whom?  

C.  Boom Town to Ghost Town

1) Towns grew quickly when minerals found

Why?

2) Once minerals extracted, fortune seekers quickly moved on to the next big find.

Boomtown to Ghost town cont.

3) Virginia City, Nevada

Went from outpost to major city overnight after silver found at Comstock Lode.

4) Pikes Peak, Colorado

Population swelled after gold found

II. Ranching and Cattle Drives

A)  Most types of cattle can’t survive on Great Plains

1) Not enough water

2) Prairie grasses too tough

Texas Longhorns

lean and rangy cattle that could survive the Great Plains

Millions roamed on OPEN RANGES---large tracts of govt. owned land where cows could graze free of charge

Ranching cont.

C) Civil War caused massive beef shortages

D) Railroads

New railroads moved west onto the Plains.

E)  LONG DRIVES---Ranchers drove cattle hundreds of miles to train stations so cattle could be shipped East for big profits. 

F) Cows vs. Sheep

1) Herders frequently fought violently

2) Sheep eat roots so cows have nothing to eat

3) Ranchers began using BARBED WIRE to close off Open Ranges so no more free grazing.

Homework: 

A) Page 432 15-17, 20-21 Page 417, #1,2

B) Page 417 #1,2 Page 419, 1-6

