Section 3: Native Americans

Objectives:

Discuss conflicts that arose between the Plains Indians and American settlers

Summarize problems caused by attempts to assimilate Native Americans

Question: Why don’t we see more Native Americans today?

I.  Native American Culture Under Pressure

A) Lands taken.

1) farmers, ranchers, and miners moved Plains and took lands from Native Americans

2) Whites broke treaties guaranteeing land to Native Americans.

B) The Dakota Sioux Uprising

1) In exchange for moving to Reservation, govt. agree to pay ANNUITIES (payments at least once a year) 

2) 1862—Congress delayed sending annuity payments and many Dakota Sioux starved

3) Local traders refused to give food “on credit” to Indians.---told them to “eat grass or their dung”

Dakota Sioux cont.

4) Under Chief Little Crow, Dakota Sioux rebelled and murdered many settlers.  (One trader found dead with fistful of grass shoved in his mouth)

5) 38 Dakota Sioux executed for rebellion

C. Lakota Sioux Defend their lands

1) To prevent more uprisings, US army patrolled Northern Great Plains

2) Patrols ran into Lakota Sioux, led by Red Cloud, Sitting Bull, and Crazy Horse.

a) Fetterman’s Massacre—forces led by Red Cloud ambushed and wiped out entire 80 soldier unit

D) Sand Creek Massacre

1) Rapid spread of mining towns in Colorado brought tensions with Cheyenne and Arapaho tribes

2) After many skirmishes, Cheyenne tribe tried to negotiate peace but were attacked by US troops and slaughtered.

No charges ever brought against US army for the massacre

II.  The Last Native American Wars

Battle of Little Big Horn

1876—miners moved onto South Dakota’s Lakota Sioux reservation in violation of treaty

Angry Lakota Sioux left reservation and began hunting buffalo.

General George Custer sent to capture Indians who escaped.


3) Little Big Horn cont.

a) Custer foolishly attacked Lakota Sioux army of 2500 warriors

b) Indians fought back and killed Custer along with every single one of his 210 troops

B) Native American wars near end

1) Despite some victories, Indians gradually defeated by US army

2) Chief Joseph

Leads Nez Perce (Nose pierced) tribe over 1000 miles in effort to reach Canada but surrenders less than 100 miles from border

C) Wounded Knee

1) Ghost Dance

Lakota Sioux met at Wounded Knee Reservation and did ancient dance

a) Dance prayed that fallen warriors would return to life and help defeat the white man in final battle

b) US army came to Wounded Knee and killed 210 Lakota Sioux men, women, and children including Sitting BullC)

III. Assimilation

**Assimilation is the process of absorbing Native Americans into American Society

A) Dawes Act (1887)

1) gave each Indian family 160 acres

a) singles— 80 acres

b) children— 40 acres

2) land to be used for farming

3) Plains Indians were hunters – not farmers so Dawes Act failed

B) Americanization

1) Native Americans taught to read, right, and take English names

2) Children forced to attend boarding schools

3) Tribal headresses banned

4) Native religious ceremonies outlawed.

Homework:

A) Page 423, #10-13, 22, 23, 28

B) Page 431, #1-2, Page 430 #1, 3-5

