Ch. 16: Section 3: The Rise of Segregation

Objectives:

· How were African Americans in the South disenfranchised and how was segregation legalized?

· Describe three major African American leader’s response to discrimination.

I.  Resistance and Repression

· Despite end of slavery, most blacks still had difficult lives


1)  SHARECROPPERS



farmers who don’t own their land but pay rent to landlords by handing over most of their crops


2) EXODUSTERS



To escape discrimination, many blacks walked 500-1000 miles to Kansas to start a new life

B) Colored Farmers National Alliance


1) blacks tried to improve their situation by joining organization to set up COOPERATIVES---organizations owned by and operated for the benefit of those using its services


2) Farmer’s Alliance tried to unite poor blacks and poor whites for rights against wealthy power merchants

C) Populism


1) Political movement of farmers who desired government control of railroads and industry


2) Democratic Party feared if enough poor whites became Populists then Blacks would control Southern politics


3) Democratic leaders decided to use racism to keep white voters in line

II.  Disenfranchising Black Voters

· Southerners wanted to prevent blacks from getting political power  (Why?)


1) 15th Amendment prevented states from denying the right  to vote based on race


2) Southern whites looked for other ways to stop blacks from voting

B) Restrictions to Voting


1) Unofficial Restrictions


Groups like the Ku Klux Klan formed to use violence and intimidation to prevent blacks from exercising their rights


2) Lynchings


a) executions without proper court proceedings (usually by hanging from a tree)


b) 1890-1899----187 lynchings a year


c) lynchings occurred until 1960s


2) Official Restrictions


a) Poll Tax


Mississippi required payment of $2.00 by anyone wanting to register to vote (legal until 24th Amendment passed 1964)

b) Literacy Test


voters were required to be able to read or understand Constitution before being allowed to vote 

Alabama Literacy Test for Non-whites
Restrictions cont.


c) Grandfather Clauses



laws that said if a person could vote if their ancestors would have been allowed to vote in 1867.

How do Grandfather Clauses affect blacks more than whites?

III.  Trying to Prove Whites are Superior

· Eugenics

· Scientific pseudo-theory that some humans have superior genes and are superior to others.

· 2) White racists used Eugenics to say blacks were scientifically inferior species to whites.

IV.  Legalizing Segregation

· Segregation

· Separation of the races

· Jim Crow Laws

· 1) Laws that enforced segregation

C) Supreme Court and Segregation


1) 1875 Civil Rights Act


a) banned discrimination in picking jurors


b) banned keeping people out of public places based on race


c) Supreme Court struck down Civil Rights Act 

3) Plessy vs. Ferguson (1896)


a) Louisiana law barred blacks from riding in same railroad car as whites


b) Homer Plessy (black man) sued


c) Supreme Court upheld law saying state could have “separate but equal” facilities

IV.  African American Response

· Ida Wells

1) wrote articles condemning lynchings

2) argued that greed and race were motivations for lynching

3) Co-Founded NAACP

B) Jack Johnson


1) First Black Heavyweight boxing champion


2) Hated for beating up white boxers


3) married three white women 


4) Defeated the Great White Hope, Jim Jeffries (what were the whites “hoping” would happen?)

C) Compromise (Booker T. Washington


1) said blacks should focus on economic success FIRST----not legal or political goals


2) Atlanta Compromise (1895)


Washington said that to get full equality blacks needed education and job training

QUESTION:   Can blacks succeed economically if they don’t have political and legal rights?

Can blacks get legal and political rights if they never make the effort to succeed economically?

Choose one and answer in a paragraph.

D) W.E.B. Dubois


1) said job training NOT ENOUGH---blacks needed to fight for equal voting rights


2) Co-Founded National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP)


3) Called for creation of the “Talented Tenth” (educating the top blacks  so that they could become future leaders of the black movement
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