Section 2: Urbanization

Objectives:

Explain the technological developments that made growth of cities possible

Evaluate the role that political machines played in urban politics in 1800s.

I. American Immigrants Migrate to Cities

 A) 1840-----131 cities in USA

1900---1700 cities in USA

B) Most immigrants too poor to buy farms so they moved to cities and worked in factories


1880—Wilkes-Barre (23000 pop)

   1930---W-B (86000)

   Today---(43000)

C) Advantages of Cities

1) plumbing, bright lights, running water

II.  The New Urban Environment

A) Millions of immigrants in cities created demand for housing and transportation

1) Skyscrapers

a) Tall steel frame buildings capable of housing thousands of people

2) Mass-Transit

a) horse-cars—railcars pulled by horses pulled 70% of urban traffic in 1890

b) Trolleys and cable cars came next

c) Els and Subways—trains above-ground in Chicago or below ground in New York or Boston

III. Separation by Class

A) Housing

1) wealthy usually built fancy homes near each other in high end neighborhoods

2) Middle Class

Usually moved to outskirts of cites in new neighborhoods called suburbs

3) Working Class


a) lived in inner cities


b) TENEMENTS—multi-family apartments where 75% of working class lived to share expenses

IV.  Urban Problems

A) Cities had high crime, pollution, and disease

1) Nativists blamed immigrants for crime even though immigrant and non-immigrant crime rates were the same

2) Many saw alcohol as the root of problem and sought to ban it

V.  Urban Politics

A) Political Machines

1) In exchange for votes, many politicians promised jobs, protection, and favors to citizens

2) Immigrants overwhelmingly voted for politicians who helped them

B) Graft and Fraud

1) Graft


Getting rich through dishonest and questionable means

a) Politicians used inside information to get rich (buying land near proposed parks before parks built)

b) Bribes

Politicians took money in exchange for awarding govt. contracts or jobs.

C). Tammany Hall

1) William “Boss” Tweed

Headed NYC political machine before getting sent to prison for corruption

Homework

A) Page 473 #1,4,7 Page 488, #24

B) Page 488, #3-7 22-24
