Section 3: The Gilded Age

Objectives:

What is Social Darwinism and what impact did it have on American History?

How did industrialization promote leisure time and encourage new forms of Entertainment?

I.  A Changing Culture

A) Gilded Age (1870-1900)

1) something is gilded if it’s made of gold on outside but made of cheap material on inside

What does this say about society during Gilded Age?

B) Individualism

1) The idea that no matter how poor you start in life, if you work hard and use your talents you can go far. (The American Dream)

C) Horatio Alger

1) author of 100 rags-to-riches books about poor people who move to big city and become successful

II. Social Darwinism

A) Charles Darwin

1) wrote “On the Origin of Species by Means of Natural Selection”

2) Natural Selection—the theory that plants and animals evolve through the years

Those that adapt—survive

Those that fail to adapt---die

B) Herbert Spencer

1) Said the best people are those that adapt and reach the top of society (Vanderbilt, Carnegie)

2) SOCIAL DARWINISM---Spencer said humans achieve greatness through COMPETITION------not Cooperation

D) Andrew Carnegie

1) Said those who benefit from society should return the favor (philanthropy)

2) Created Gospel of Wealth—the idea that rich people should spend money improving society (Bill Gates)

III. Realism

A) The idea that artists should portray people as they really are—not romanticize them

1) Realists wrote about harsh ways of poverty and criticized upper-class society

IV. Popular Culture

A) People found amusement in new ways

1) Saloons---usually open 20 hours a day

2) Baseball---new sport became very popular

3) Amusement Parks—offered water slides for a nickel

4) Vaudeville and Ragtime—honky-tonk rhythms based on African American music.
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