Section 4:  The Rebirth of Reform

Objectives:

Explain the methods that social critics advocated to improve society

Evaluate efforts to help the urban poor.

I.  Social Criticism

Changes in urbanization and industrialization lead many Americans to debate how society’s problems can be solved

A) Henry George

1) wrote “Progress and Poverty” (1879)

2) The world was becoming very wealthy but the gap between rich and poor was large

3) Asked “Should we try to make poverty a thing of the past?”

B) Reform Darwinism

1) Lester Frank Ward said society is improved by people should COOPERATING to solve problems

2) Ward said govt. should help solve society’s problems

Should it?

II.  Helping the Urban Poor

A) The Social Gospel (1870-1920)

1) Movement that said we should apply “Christian law” to fix society’s problems

What would Jesus do?

A) cont.

1) Salvation Army (1878)

Offered aid and counseling to the poor

2) YMCA (Young Men’s Christian Association)


--brought Bible study, citizenship training, and group activities to poor neighborhoods

B) Revivalism

1) Dwight Moody---popular minister (1860s) who said we should redeem people’s souls and character---not provide them services

C) Settlement Houses

1) Homes in poor neighborhoods that provided med. Care, hot meals, and recreation

III. Public Education

A) Americanization

1) Public schools used to assimilate immigrant children into American culture

Taught English, US history, citizenship responsibilities

B) Education for the Workplace

1) Schools taught value of timely attendance, neatness, and efficiency so students prepared to enter workforce

C) Higher Education

1) Morrill Land Grant Act

Gave lands to states to set up agricultural and mineral colleges (Texas A&M, Penn State)

D) Free Libraries

Andrew Carnegie donated millions to build libraries in USA

Homework: 

1)Compare and contrast revivalism and the social gospel.

2) Compare and contrast social darwinism and reform darwinism.

3) How did education change during the Gilded Age?

