Chapter 18: The Progressive Movement

Objectives:

Discuss rise of Progressive Movement

Evaluate impact of Initiatives, Referendums, Recalls, and the 17th Amendment

I. Progressivism

A) Many people fed up with problems caused by industrialization and urbanization

1) People doubted that laissez-faire and free markets could solve poverty problems

2) People decided government must be fixed so it could address these problems

B) Muckrakers

1) Crusading journalists who investigated social conditions and corruption

a) Ida Tarbell—Attacked Standard Oil

b) Lincoln Steffens---attacked political machines

c) Jacob Riis---showed poverty in immigrant neighborhoods

II. Democracy and Progressivism

A) Presidential nominees and US Senators used to be picked by party bosses and corrupt state legislatures—bribery common

B) Wisconsin Governor Robert LaFollette brought many reforms

1) DIRECT PRIMARY---candidates for office picked by all party members---not just bosses 

2) INITIATIVES—reform that allowed citizens to introduce legislation and require representatives to vote on it

3) REFERENDUMS---special elections that allowed proposed laws be submitted to all voters for approval

a) CA---Gay marriage (2008)

b) PA---Sewer Maintenance (2008)

c) Luzerne County---Arena funding

4) RECALL---allowed voters right to demand new elections to remove elected officials before their term expired

5) DIRECT ELECTION OF SENATORS—

a) Senators had to bribe state legislators and bosses for support

b) 17th Amendment made Senators elected by the people

III.  Women’s Suffrage (Right to Vote)

A) Constitution did not give women right to vote

1) Blacks had right to vote 50 years before women did

B) National American Women’s Suffrage Association (NAWSA) (1890)


1) Group formed before women because women knew they’d never get reforms passed unless they could vote for them

a) NAWSA founded by Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton

2) Alice Paul

Used hunger strikes and protests to draw attention to women’s suffrage

Quit NAWSA to found more militant 

3) Carrie Chapman Catt

President of NAWSA and came up with “Winning Plan”—idea to help elect politicians who would support Amendment to Constitution allowing women right to vote

4) Jeannette Rankin

First woman elected to Congress and only person to vote against US involvement in both WWI and WWII

3) Gradually individual states gave women right to vote 

4) 19th Amendment (1920) grants all women right to vote

IV. Other Progressive Reforms

A) Abolished child labor

B) Workman’s Compensation

1) Employers required to get insurance to pay workers who were injured on the job


C) Temperance Movement


1) Women’s groups tried to ban sale and consumption of alcohol 

V) Progressives vs. Big Business

A) Progressives worried about abuses by Big corporations


1) Sherman Anti-Trust Act (1890)


a) law that broke up big businesses that tried to stop competition in industry

2) Interstate Commerce Commission

a) agency created to regulate abuses and discrimination by railroads

b) abolished 1995

3) Socialism


a) some people thought govt. should take over all industry for the benefit of society

Homework: Page 553, #1,3,4 and Section 18-1 Handout

