Section 2: Life during the Depression


Objectives:

· Describe how the Great Depression affected American families

· Discuss how artists portrayed the effects of the Depression

I.  The Depression Worsens

· A) By 1932

· 1) 30,000 businesses closed

· 2)9000 banks failed

· 3) 12 million people unemployed

· 4) family income dropped from $2300 to $1600 per year

· B) Hoover relied on private charities to help the poor

· 1) bread lines and soup kitchens gave food to hungry

· C) Millions homeless after losing homes

· 1) homeless moved to shantytowns called “Hoovervilles” to blame the President

· D) The Dust Bowl

· 1) In 1932, major drought hit Great Planes turning crops into giant dust storms

· 2) Giant dust storms buried homes like snow

· 3) Homeless farmers called “Okies”, “Arkies”, and “Texies” moved to California trying to find work

d

· Faces of the Depression

· Florence Thompson (age 32)—photo taken after she sold her car tires to buy food for her children

II.  Art and the Depression

· A) Many people tried to escape their troubles by going to movies or listening to radio

· 1) Marx Brothers movies

· 2) Lone Ranger radio show

· 3) Snow White and Seven Dwarfs

· B) John Steinbeck

· Wrote—”The Grapes of Wrath”—book about hardships of Okies during the Depression.

· Homework: Page 665, 1,3,4,7 on separate sheet of paper to be turned in

