








January 28, 2005

Dear 3rd & 4th Grade Parents,

Next week we will be celebrating Catholic Schools Week, “Faith in Every Student.”  During this week, the children will be participating in a Chimbote Mission Awareness Project.  On Monday, each teacher will conduct lessons within each subject area about Chimbote, Peru.  For example, in Reading class the students will learn about South American folk tales.  

On Friday, the students will take part in a “Friday Afternoon Festival” to raise money for the Chimbote Mission.  The name of the festival is “Take the Chimbote Challenge.”  We are asking that each student donate $3.00 ($.50 per room event) to participate in the festival.  With the $3.00 admission/donation, students will receive a “passport,” which will later be laminated, as a remembrance of their Chimbote contribution.  In return for their donation, students will “travel” to each teacher’s room to participate in a classroom event, along with having their “passport” stamped.  Some of the events include:  Making a South American Bookmark, Playing South American Bingo, and Making Beaded Bracelets.  We will also be playing Peruvian music, so the children have fun while learning about another culture.


The teachers are asking that all money be paid in advance by Wednesday, February 2.  If this would be a problem, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s homeroom teacher.  With everyone’s participation, the 3rd and 4th graders will have raised over $300.00 for the Diocesan Chimbote Mission in Peru.  We hope that this will be a fun and educational day.

For more information on the Chimbote Mission, visit:

www.chimbotefoundation.org/home.htm
· History and Mission

· Chimbote Facts

www.diopitt.org/education/Chimbote02.htm
· Chimbote Pictures

Thank you for your help with this project.

Mrs. Ernst  (
Mission Ambassador Moderator

P.S.  I would like to extend a VERY special thanks to Sarah Mallon, Grade 4, Student Mission Ambassador.  Sarah has worked very hard assembling the “passports” and gathering information.  I would also like to thank Mrs. Mallon for finding and donating “Peruvian” beads, and a special thank you to Mrs. Lockwood and the newspaper staff for providing the initial funding. 

