Works Cited Reference Sheet

Basic Book Entry and some Derivatives

Author last name, first name.  Title.  Publisher city or town: Publisher, Year of publication.

Example:

Lee, Harper.  To Kill a Mockingbird.   New York: Warner, 1960.

Note 1: If citing part of a book only, then include the title of the chapter (in quotes) and its page numbers after the year of publication.

Example:

Golding, William.  “Cry of the Hunters.”  Lord of the Flies.  New York: Berkly, 1954.


183-202.

Note 2: When a book has two or more authors, give the names in the order they appear on the title page (not alphabetical order).  Reverse the name of the first author only, and give the other names in normal order (even if they have the same name).  If there are more than three authors, name the first listed author and add “et al.”, which means “and others.”

Example:

King, Stephen and Peter Straub.  Black House.  New York: Random House, 2001.

Atkinson, Rita L., et al.  Introduction to Psychology.  11th Ed.  Fort Worth: HBJ, 1993.

Note 3: If you have two books by the same author, alphabetize them by the title of the book.  For the second entry, type three hyphens instead of the same name.  

Example:

Cormier, Robert.  I Am the Cheese.  New York: Dell, 1977.

---.  The Chocolate War.  New York: Bantam, 1974.

An Article in a Reference Book (Encyclopedias, dictionaries, etc.)

If the author is identified, give the author first.  If the author isn’t given, start with the title.  If the title is familiar and often reissued in new editions, you don’t need the specific publication.  If it is an unfamiliar title, include the full publication information.  If the title is arranged alphabetically, you don’t need to include page numbers.

“Mandarin.”  The Encyclopedia Americana.  1994 ed.  

“Noon.”  The Oxford English Dictionary.  2nd ed.  1989.

An Anonymous Book

Title.  Publisher city: Publisher, Year of Publication.

Example:

A Guide to Our Federal Lands.  Washington: Natl. Geographic Soc., 1984.

Basic Periodical Entry

Author.  “Title of the article.”  Title of Periodical.  Series number or name (if relevant).  


Volume number (if relevant).  Issue number (if relevant).  Date of Publication 


(Day then Month then Year).  Page numbers.

Example:

Calechman, Steve.  “60-Second Health Tips.”  Men’s Health.  Mar. 2003.  148-153.

Silver, Michael.  “What a Steal!”  Sports Illustrated.  4. 98.  3 Feb. 2003.  36-47.

Milburn, Michael.  “Selling Shakespeare.”  English Journal.  1. 92.  Sept.  2002.  


74-79.

Note 1: If an article has no author, begin the entry with the title.  If the title begins with “A”, “An”, or “The”, ignore these words and alphabetize by the first letter of the title.

Example:

“The Decade of the Spy.”  Newsweek.  7 Mar. 1994: 26-27.  

Electronic Sources

Author’s Name (if given and relevant).  Title of the Site.  Date of the last update (if 


given)  Name of any organization associated with the site.  Date of Access


<Network Address>.

Examples:

Professional or Personal Sites

Dawe, James.  Jane Austen Page.  15 Sept. 1998.  10 Mar. 2003  <http://nyquist.ee.ualberta.ca/~dawe/austen.html>.

The Plays of Shakespeare.  2001.  TeachersFirst.  10 Mar. 2003  <http://www.


teachersfirst.com/shakespr.shtml#>.

A Complete Scholarly Project of Information Database:

​Britannica Online.  Vers. 98.2. Apr. 1998.  Encyclopedia Britannica.  8 May 1998


<http://www.eb.com/>.

CNN Interactive.  19 June 1998.  Cable News Network.  19 June 1998 <http://www.cnn.com>.
A Document within a Scholarly Project or Information Database

Examples:

Dove, Rita.  “Lady Freedom among Us.”  The Electronic Text Center.  1998.  Alderman


Lib., U of Virginia.  19 June 1998  <http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/subjects/


afam.html>.

“This Day in History: August 20.”  The History Channel Online.  1998.  History Channel.  19 June 1998  
<http://historychannel.com/thisday/today/


98082.html>.

Most of the information for this guide comes from the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 

Gibaldi, Joseph.  MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers.  5th Ed. 



New York: MLA, 1999.

