Policy on Academic Integrity and Lab Reports

Bishop England High School Science Department

Students must clearly understand that lab reports are intended to represent an individual and independent effort on the part of each student.  Although students may work in groups while in lab, gathering and analyzing data, when it comes time to write the lab report, students must work independently of their lab partner(s) and other students.  The following guidelines apply:

1.  The lab report must be an independent effort.  This is especially true of the written conclusion, written answers to questions, and any other student-generated responses to lab material.

2.  Teachers understand that for students who are lab partners, data and even calculations may be identical in their lab reports.  The remainder of the lab report, however, must be done individually by the students.

3.  In some cases, collaboration may be allowed on portions of the report – including the conclusion and answers to written questions.  Teachers will clearly indicate when collaboration is allowed.  This means that students may discuss the material with each other.  Again, however, it is important that the student understand that when it comes to actually writing the lab report, including these parts on which the students collaborated, students must work individually.  

4.  Any infringement of these guidelines will be treated as an academic integrity violation, and will be treated accordingly through the policies of the school.
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