Fire, fire, fire!  The good, the not so good, and the evil

Answer the following questions using the web resources provided 

1. How long have fires affected wilderness areas?

2. What starts most fires?

3. How is fire a tool of “Mother Nature”?

4. Why are fires needed to regenerate and maintain healthy forests?

5. What are some of the most common species of trees, plants and wildlife that have adapted to or need fire to survive?

6. What are the different types of fires?

7. How have humans affected fire history?

8. What are the destructive effects of fire and under what conditions do fires become uncontrollable?

9. What is the National Park Service Fire Policy now and how has it changed through the years? 

10. What are prescribed burns and how are they controlled? 

11. What is a recent example of an ill planned prescribed burn? 

Resources

Here are some websites that will provide valuable information:

U.S. Forest Service  - fire ecology

NASA  - fire ecology

Classroom of the Future - fire science and Yellowstone N.P. fires

Yellowstone National Park Fires – N.P.S. official website

National Geographic News – news article, “Los Alamos sparks debate on burn policy.”

Fire Information Cache Bibliography – Sierra Nevada 

Firewise.org – Information about fire safety and fire fighting

