Bible History Syllabus 2008-2009
Course Description: This course is a general survey of the Bible with emphasis given to its historical, geographical, and literary aspects.  Instruction is academic and objective.  No attempt is made to indoctrinate students as to the truth or falsity of the biblical documents.  There is no bias for or against any religious group or denomination.  The instructor for this course is a certified teacher chosen without regard for his or her religious or non-religious beliefs.  The purpose of this course is to help students better understand the historical context of biblical literature, and the relationship of the Bible to the history, culture, literature, art, and social customs of the modern world.

General Objectives:
1.
To explore the cultures of the ancient world as reflected in the Bible.

2. To better understand the geography of the ancient world.

3. To study the historical and cultural background of the Bible.

4. To explore the influence of the Bible on literature, art, and music.

5. To acquire a general knowledge of the Hebrew people and their contributions to the development of the Bible.

6. To expose the student to a chronological view of biblical history.

7. To analyze the moral and philosophical concepts presented in the Bible.

8. To explore the life of Jesus as recounted in the Bible.

9. To review the history of Judaism and the early Christian church as recorded in the Bible.

Course of Study:

Bible History 1 (Hebrew Bible)

1. The Origin and Development of the Bible

2. The Geography of the Ancient Near East

3. The Biblical Account of the Beginnings of Civilization

4. The Biblical Account of the Origins of the Hebrew People

5. The Enslavement and Emancipation of the Hebrews

6. The Development of Early Hebrew Legal and Religious Traditions

7. The Conquest of Canaan and the Period of the Judges

8. The United Kingdom of Israel

9. The Divided Kingdom of Israel

10. The Captivity and Restoration of Israel

11. Appendix: Jonah, Job, Esther, Daniel
Bible History 2 (New Testament)

1. The Origin and Development of the Bible

2. The Geography of the Ancient Near East

3. The Life and Teachings of Jesus

4. First-Century Judaism

5. The Development of the Early Christian Church

Materials and Methods: Students may use any translation of the Bible.  The teacher will provide one workbook on the history of Israel, another on the public ministry of Jesus, and a study guide for the book of Acts.  Except on test days, students will be answering questions in their workbooks.
Grading procedures:  50 percent written work, 50 percent tests and quizzes.  Bonus points are available for being on time and following the dress code.
Classroom guidelines: All work must be done in pencil.  All makeup is after school in the classroom.
