Name: ____________________________________ Date: _____________________ Score: ___________

New Testament Parables
Jesus often taught by using parables.  A parable is an earthly story with a heavenly meaning.

Today we will study parables in the Gospel of Matthew.

1. In Mt 7.6 Jesus said, “Do not give what is holy to dogs – they will only turn and attack you.  Do not throw your pearls in front of pigs – they will only trample them underfoot.”  What is Jesus talking about?  __________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________

2. Read the description Jesus gave of false prophets [Mt 7.15].


What do they look like on the outside?  ______________________________________________


What are they really like on the inside?  _____________________________________________

3. Read the teaching of Jesus in Mt 10.16.


To what animal did Jesus compare his disciples?  ______________________________________


To what animal did Jesus compare his enemies?  ______________________________________


Therefore Jesus told the twelve: 


“You must be as ___________________ as snakes and as _______________________ as doves.”

4. When Jesus sent out the twelve disciples, he taught them how to handle rejection [Mt 10.14].


What did he tell them to do if they were rejected?  ______________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________
What does this mean?  ____________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________
5. Jesus told a parable in Mt 12.29.


Who is the strong man?  __________________________________________________________


Who is the thief?  _______________________________________________________________


What are the belongings that the thief steals?  _________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________________
6. Read “The Parable of the Mustard Seed” [Mt 13.31ff] and answer this question: How is the Kingdom of Heaven like a mustard seed?  Don’t copy.  __________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
7. What is the main point of “The Parable of the Hidden Treasure”  [Mt 13.44]  _______________________________________________________________________________
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8. Read “The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant” [Mt 18.21ff].  In your own words, tell what this parable means:  __________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
9. Read “The Workers in the Vineyard” [Mt 20.1ff].  Please use your own words to explain the main point of this parable:  _____________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
10. Read “The Faithful or Unfaithful Servant” [Mt 24.45ff].  What is the main point of this parable?


_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
11. Read “The Parable of the Ten Girls” [Mt 25.1ff].  Give the meaning of the parable:


_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
12. Read “The Parable of the Three Servants”  [Mt 25.14ff].  Explain the meaning of this parable:


_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
13. Read “The Final Judgment,” also known as The Parable of the Sheep and the Goats [Mt 25.31ff].


Please summarize this parable in your own words:


_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
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Parables in the Gospel of Luke

Please read the following parables in the Gospel of Luke, and then tell the main point of the parable.  Make sure that you use your own words.

14. The Good Samaritan [10.25ff] ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

15. The Return of the Evil Spirit [11.24ff]  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

16. The Unfruitful Fig Tree [13.6ff]  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

17. The Great Feast [14.15ff]  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

18. The Lost Sheep [15.1ff]  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

19. The Lost Coin [15.8ff]  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

20. The Lost Son [15.11ff]  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

21. The Rich Man and Lazarus [16.19ff]  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

22. The Widow and the Judge [18.1ff]  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

23. The Pharisee and the Tax Collector [18.9ff] ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Modern-Day Parable

Name: ________________________________  Date: ___________________________

Title: “And the Moral of the Story Is…”

Background: Having studied the parables of Jesus you should now be able to write an original parable and place it in a modern-day setting.

Task: You and others have been asked by a publishing company to write a modern-day parable.  One of the editors of the company was inspired, after a study of Jesus’ parables, to publish a collection of contemporary parables.  Her desire is to promote moral and ethical truths in our modern-day society.  Space will be limited, so only the most creative and meaningful ones will be selected to appear in the book.  Your contribution will be read and judged by a committee of editors.

Audience: Classmates, teacher, and editors.

Purpose: To entertain, to motivate, to encourage readers to ethical living.

Procedure: 
1. Review the definition of a parable.

2. Review and discuss the parables of Jesus discussed in class.

3. Brainstorm: What is a moral or ethical point you would like to write about?  Consider using one of these character traits: respect, responsibility, perseverance, caring, self-discipline, citizenship, honesty, courage, and fairness.

4. Brainstorm:  In what clever way could you develop a story – using “everyday things” – in order to make your moral/ethical point?

5. Write your story, keeping in mind that “symbolism” is probably going to hold your readers’ attention and is going to make them think (in order to figure out your meaning).  Be creative!  And be absolutely sure that your readers will be able to figure out the point from what you have told them.

6. At the end of your parable, skip some lines, and WRITE YOUR POINT.  (The judges want to determine if your “story”  is a good illustration of your “point.”)

7. On the reverse of this page, please assess your own performance using the five criteria provided.

8.  Staple this sheet to your parable.
Assessment List

for

Modern-Day Parable

Elements
Points
Self
Teacher

1.  Creativity
  10
_____
_____

2.  Moral Point
  10
_____
_____

3.  Modern use of everyday things/symbolism 10
_____
_____

4.  Neatness
  10
_____
_____

5.  Spelling/grammar
  10
_____
_____

