Kings Review
The First Book of Kings

The First Book of Kings begins its story when David was an old man about to die.  After David’s death, his son Solomon became king.  He built the Temple for worship and other fine buildings and places in Jerusalem.  To pay for these expensive things, the king required people to pay heavy taxes and forced many of them work as carpenters and stonemasons.  The writer of the book believed that in spite of his many faults God had given Solomon “a wise and discerning mind.”


After King Solomon’s death a quarrel among the people over high taxes and other matters divided the Hebrews into two small rival kingdoms.  Judah, the southern part, was ruled by Solomon’s son Rehoboam.  Israel, the northern part, was ruled by a popular hero named Jeroboam.  The rest of First Kings tells us of many kings who ruled each of these two kingdoms.

One of the kings of the Northern Kingdom was named Ahab, who married a princess from Tyre named Jezebel.  Queen Jezebel continued to worship the baals, or gods, of Tyre and even brought priests of these gods into Israel.  Soon Ahab and Jezebel were challenged by Elijah, one of the greatest prophets of early Old Testament times.  Elijah spoke fearlessly for God in condemning the terrible sins of Ahab and Jezebel.  He demanded that Ahab decide whether he would worship many foreign gods (or baals) or the one true God.


Like the Books of Samuel, the two Books of Kings are really one continuous history divided into two parts so that the scrolls would not be too large to handle.  While David was king, records began to be kept about the nation’s history.  Stories of many events were written by various leaders in different places.

Finally about 550 B.C. some thoughtful men gathered these scattered records to make a history.  As we read these stories, we can see the writer was teaching that it was important for the king himself and for all his subjects to be obedient to the true God and to him alone.

The Second Book of Kings

The Second Book of Kings was written at the same time as the First Book of Kings, namely, about 

550 B.C.  It continues with stories about Elijah and his successor Elisha and their many wonderful deeds.


Second Kings tells briefly of many Hebrew kings during a period of over a hundred years.  During this time the warlike kingdom of Assyria was becoming stronger and stronger.  In 721 B.C. Assyrian armies attacked and destroyed Samaria, the capital city of the northern kingdom of Israel, and carried away 27,000 captives of war.  They never came back to their homeland, so they are sometimes called the “ten lost tribes of Israel.”

The Assyrians later tried to conquer Jerusalem, the capital of the southern Kingdom of Judah.  King Hezekiah of Judah, with the help of the great prophet Isaiah resisted the Assyrians, and the city was saved.  Manasseh, the son of Hezekiah, was a wicked king who ruled many long years.  Not all the kings sought to serve God.


One of Manasseh’s grandsons, named Josiah, became king when he was only a boy.  During Josiah’s reign, while repairs were being made on the Temple, a wonderful book that had been lost was found.  It was the central part of the Book of Deuteronomy, now the fifth book of the Bible.  Josiah had it read aloud and ordered many reforms as a result of its teachings.  While he was king, Josiah was killed in a battle with the Egyptians.


During these years the nation of Babylon, to the east, was growing in power and warlikeness.  Babylon conquered Assyria about 605 B.C.  Since Assyria had already conquered the northern kingdom of Israel, Babylon became its new master.  Finally in 597 and again in 586 B.C. the Babylonian armies conquered Jerusalem itself and deported thousands of people to a sort of prison camp in Babylonia….Thus came the sad end of the southern kingdom of Judah, but it was not the end of the Jewish people.
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The Kings of Israel
A.  Ahab

AB.  David

BD.  Samaria

ABC.  Babylonia
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ABD.  Elisha

C.  Jeroboam

AD.  Jezebel
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1. This nation conquered Assyria and then the Southern Kingdom.

2. The Books of Kings were completed around this time.

3. He was king when the Book of Deuteronomy was discovered.

4. This is another name for the Northern Kingdom.

5. This was the capital of the Northern Kingdom.

6. He was Hezekiah’s son, and the most wicked king ever to rule Judah.

7. This was the year Samaria was conquered.

8. He was a great prophet who helped Hezekiah save Jerusalem from Assyria.

9. This was the year Judah fell to the Babylonians.

10. He condemned Ahab.

11. He married a princess from Tyre.

12. She was a worshipper of baals.

13. He was the first king of the Northern Kingdom.

14. This nation conquered the Northern Kingdom.
15. He built the Temple in Jerusalem.

16. He died fighting the Egyptians.

17. This is another name for the Southern Kingdom.

18. He was Solomon’s father.

19. He was Elijah’s successor.

20. He was the first king of the Southern Kingdom.

21. This was the capital of the Southern Kingdom.

