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TITLE PAGE:
The first page of the report should be as follows:

Title of the Study

Your Name

Class/Teacher/Period

Date

The title should be a description of the lab experiment contained in the report.  The title should be complete enough to let someone browsing through your work determine if the experiment is interesting or not.

PROBLEM:

This may sometimes be called the purpose or objective, and it may or may not be phrased as a question.  (e.g., “To find the relationship between...”)  

This is the second page of the report.  A section heading PROBLEM should be printed at the top left hand side of the page as with each section.  Beside this caption write out a concise, yet understandable, statement of the problem that you are working on.  Include in your Problem section any hypotheses and variables or other relevant information whenever appropriate.  Make sure the Problem section contains sufficient detail that the reader can understand the purpose and hypothesis of your inquiry.

HYPOTHESIS:
A hypothesis is often referred to as an “educated guess,” which is a prediction that will be tested in the experiment.  If the hypothesis is disproved it does not make the hopothesis a failure; there is no need to change the original hypothesis.

EXPERIMENTAL DESIGN:
This may sometimes be called Procedure or Experiment.

It is important to be able to replicate an experiment.  Here you will detail a step by step description of the lab procedure carried out.   

The Experimental Design section should tell your reader how the study was conducted.  It should be described in enough detail to permit another student to follow your study if he or she desires.  

Sub-divide this section into subjects, materials and procedure.

(Subjects:  This section should answer one question:  Who participated in the study?

Materials:  List equipment, supplies, amounts etc.

Procedure:  This should summarize each step in the execution of the lab experiment.)

RESULTS:
These are the results of the experiment presented in one or more of the following formats:  tables, graphs or drawings.  ALSO, you must include a summary of any tables or graphs.

CONCLUSION:
The Conclusion section should make reference to the Problem, Hypothesis, the Experimental Design and the Results.  All conclusions should be driven by the data.  It is essential that the student discuss any factors that may have affected the validity of the data and describe how to improve the lab.

