
Illness, Grief, Suicide 

 

 If I Stay by Gayle Forman 

While in a coma following an automobile accident that killed her parents and younger 

brother, seventeen-year-old Mia, a gifted cellist, weights whether to live with her grief or join 

her family in death. 

 Deadline by Chris Crutcher 

Given the medical diagnosis of one year to live, high school senior Ben Wolf decides to 

fulfill his greatest fantasies, ponders his life's purpose and legacy, and converses through 

dreams with a spiritual guide known as "Hey-Soos." 

 The Sky is Everywhere by Jandy Nelson 

In the months after her sister dies, seventeen-year-old Lennie falls into a love triangle and 

discovers the strength to follow her dream of becoming a musician. 

 Thirteen Reasons Why by Jay Asher 

When high school student Clay Jenkins receives a box in the mail containing thirteen cassette 

tapes recorded by his classmate Hannah, who committed suicide, he spends a bewildering 

and heartbreaking night crisscrossing their town, listening to Hannah's voice recounting the 

events leading up to her death. 

 All We Know of Heaven Jacquelyn Mitchard 

When Maureen and Bridget, two sixteen-year-old best friends who look like sisters, are in a 

terrible car accident and one of them dies, they are at first incorrectly identified at the 

hospital, and then, as Maureen achieves a remarkable recovery, she must deal with the 

repercussions of the accident, the mix-up, and some choices she made while she was getting 

better. 

 The Girl Next Door by Castrovilla, Selene 

When Maureen and Bridget, two sixteen-year-old best friends who look like sisters, are in a 

terrible car accident and one of them dies, they are at first incorrectly identified at the 

hospital, and then, as Maureen achieves a remarkable recovery, she must deal with the 

repercussions of the accident, the mix-up, and some choices she made while she was getting 

better. 

 Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson 

Jess Aarons, a ten-year-old boy in rural Virginia, finds a beloved and unexpected friend in 

Leslie, the new girl at school, with whom he creates a secret kingdom in the woods and from 

whom he learns lifelong lessons when tragedy strikes. 

 Drums, Girls and Dangerous Pie by Jordan Sonnenblick 

The life of eighth-grader Steven Alper, already complicated by his friendship with two girls 

and a prodigious talent for drumming, is turned upside down when his five-year-old brother 

Jeffrey is diagnosed with leukemia. 

 Elsewhere by Gabrielle Zevin 

After fifteen-year-old Liz Hall is hit by a taxi and killed, she finds herself in a place that is 

both like and unlike Earth, where she must adjust to her new status and figure out how to 

"live". 

 My Sister’s Keeper by Jodi Picoult 

Thirteen-year-old Anna, conceived specifically to provide blood and bone marrow for her 

sister Kate who was diagnosed with a rare form of leukemia at the age of two, decides to sue 

her parents for control of her body when her mother wants her to donate a kidney to Kate. 



 A Prayer for Own Meany by John Irving 

An eleven-year-old boy, Owen Meany, hits a foul ball that kills his best friend's mother 

during a Little League game in 1953.  Owen believes he was God's instrument during the 

incident. 

 Skellig by David Almond 

Unhappy about his baby sister's illness and the chaos of moving into a dilapidated old house, 

Michael retreats to the garage and finds a mysterious stranger who is something like a bird 

and something like an angel. 

 So B. It by Sarah Weeks 

After spending her life with her mentally retarded mother and agoraphobic neighbor, twelve-

year-old Heidi sets out from Reno, Nevada, to New York to find out who she is. 

 Shark Girl by Kelly Bingham 

After a shark attack causes the amputation of her right arm, fifteen-year-old Jane, an aspiring 

artist, struggles to come to terms with her loss and the changes it imposes on her day-to-day 

life and her plans for the future. 
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