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Legend of Chinese Dragon
Lesson Plan
Created by:               Tseng, Shu-Ping 
Lawrence Tec. University  

Date:   July 20, 2008
Subject(s):   language arts.

  English speaking class for ESL students 

Grades:  9th grade of ESL ( English as a Second Language) students

Period:  50 minutes.

Objectives:
· Students will learn English vocabulary about common “dragon objectives” and relevant events in Chinese culture, like dragon jade, dragon zodiac, dragon robe, dragon eaves of temples, dragon boat festival, dragon dace in lunar new year, etc. 
· Students will be able to use learned vocabulary and common words    to express a complete thought.

· Students will learn the embedded meaning of the new vocabulary they learn, after they do the research about the ‘dragon objectives’ on the net.  
· Students will be able to use simple English to introduce the symbolic meaning of the ‘dragon objectives’ they found to their classmates.  
· Students will be able to write a short report in English comparing dragons from China with those from the West.
 Standards: 
1. Curriculum and Content Area Standards NETS for Students:

Technology Foundation Standards for Students

1. Basic operations and concepts 
2. Social, ethical, and human issues
3. Technology productivity tools
  2. National Science Education Standard

      Content Standards: k-4

      Content Standard A: 

1. Abilities necessary to do scientific inquiry
2. Understanding about scientific inquiry 
3. National Standards for Foreign Language Education
Standards for Foreign Language Learning

Communication

Standard 1.1: Students engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings and emotions, and exchange opinions
Standard 1.2: Students understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety of topics
Standard 1.3: Students present information, concepts, and ideas to an audience of listeners or readers on a variety of topics. 
· Required equipment
· computer, projector, books, and handout
· Material: Video made by teacher (me) with Movie Maker software. 
* Is this the first time students are viewing this material, or will this be review?
This is the first time students are viewing this material. It can be reviewed, depending upon students’ level (in terms of their listening ability.)
* Will this be used during class time or send home with students as “homework”? 

It will be used during class time, as a stimulus for their speaking topic. Whereas, it may be used as a source of “homework”, which direct students to make a summary of today’s lesson. 
· Procedures

· What lessons or concepts have already been covered in your classroom related to this topic?
This class is part of a lesson, titled “Introducing Some Chinese Culture to Your Foreign Friends.” And throughout the lesson, the students are learning terms of Chinese cultures in English, and learn how to use these terms to make meaningful, complete sentences to communicate with an English-speaking friend.

· What are students expected to know before they view your video?
Every student has known quite a bit about ‘Chinese dragon’, since it’s a very important symbol in China, and is part of our history and culture that can be found in our daily life.
· What instructions will students be given?
It a teaching plan designed for ‘English speaking class’ for the ESL students. Therefore, the class will aside more time for students to speak up, expressing their thoughts in English.
Step1 (whole class): Students will watch a 3mins-long video about Chinese dragon, where lots of objectives relevant to Chinese dragon will be shown.  (3mins)
Step2 (whole class): Students will then be asked ~

 (1) what objectives 
(2) what Chinese festivals 
they have seen in English.    ( 5mins)

Step3: ( groups) Students will surf on the Internet to find more objects decorated or shaped in Chinese dragon. (8mins)
Step4: ( groups presentation)

Students are sharing some other “dragon stuffs” they’ve just found with the whole class.  (10mins)

          Step5: ( groups discussion)

               Students are sitting in group, discussing about the embedded meaning of the 3 objects (event) they chose. It could be a dragon jade, a dragon robe, dragon dace, dragon year, dragon boat festival, etc.  ( 10mins)

         Step6: ( group presentation) 

               Each group is going to present their own findings about the specific meanings of the objects they chose .  ( 10mins)
         Step7: Teacher’s Conclusion  (4mins):

The teacher is going to give comments on students’ performance and make a conclusion for today’s lesson.
· Assignment:
1. Bring some personal collections with dragon symbols next time to class and share with the classmates.

 ( e.g. stickers, earnings, necklaces, accessories, decorations, puppets, kites, pictures found from the Internet, etc.)       
2. Write a short report on comparing dragons from China with those from the West, in which students are asked

 to compare them at least based on the appearance and the symbolic meanings of theses two kinds of dragon.
· Variations

· Can this lesson be modified for different abilities, ages, or learning styles?
This lesson can be modified into a Chinese lesson for little kids, 

(about 3 graders ), if all material is translated into Chinese.
The assignment can also be modified into an art-designing project. To create a dragon decoration or accessory.
· Can this lesson be lengthened or shortened?
This lesson can be lengthened. Every time when the video show a dragon item, the teacher can spend some time explaining in detail, if time permitted. Or the teacher can choose some particular ones with specific meaning.
· Are there any other potential issues or considerations?
There are other potential issues that can be concerned.
For example, “Did dragons really exist in the past? If not, why did people invent these mythical creatures?”
 “What animals in the earth's history looked similar to dragons? 
