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The advantages to learn a foreign language in the country where it is spoken, in spite of its startling expense, seems to much outweigh the advantages of learning a foreign language in one’s own country, in that the former provides a most natural whole-language environment where the learners permeate themselves to the target language-pool 24 hours a day.  Take an EFL student, for example, it’s easier for him( her) to learn how to function English productively, receptively, and socially, than if he (she) learn English in his (her) own country. 

Besides, studying language in the country where it is spoken offers the indispensable culture learning that no other way can substitute. In addition, the exotic life style surly gives a new brush on one’s life for an EFL learner. Thus, concerning language learning itself, it’s an optimal approach to choose. 
On the other hand, learning a foreign language in one’s own country offers a relatively economical way of studying , and surely, it’s more convenient in many respects. One doesn’t have to undergo homesickness, nor does (s)he have to disrupt his normal life while pursuing one’s language learning career. 

In addition, if the individual knows well to utilize the Information and Communication Technology Skills, (s)he can learn identically as much as what he (s)he may learn in a foreign country:

Through the Web, for instance, one can manipulate E-mails or certain chat programs to do real-life and real-time communication with a native speaker of the target language. If he (s)he needs help, the World Wide Web is the veritable trove, with tones of virtually all kinds of information (s)he wants. When necessary, for a scrutinous learner, (s)he can turn to distance-learning for expert help, let alone zillions of CD Rom disks and many engaging games with simulating problem-solving tasks which can not only add some fun to learning but also enhance learners’ language competence. 

I. C. T. aside, many language institutions and foreign language department in Universities offer prestigious as well as prominent instructors, assisted with sufficient hard-ware equipment, are actually creating a paramount environment for those strongly ‘goal-oriented’ students for language learning.

No wonder we’ll find learners from time to time who never go abroad for language studies get full-marks on TOEFL test.

Roughly speaking, each of these two approaches has its strength. Learning a foreign language abroad offers an exclusive, even imperative experience for the language learner, while its counterpart offers a rather economical and convenient option. If one can afford to study language abroad where the target-language is spoken, it is worthy to try.
Whereas, from a long term perspective, learning a foreign language takes much longer than one or handful yeas 'studying overseas'; it's a lifelong process. An ardent learner will never let go every chance to learn English, for example. He will take every advantage of handy opportunity to polish his language skills. Therefore, in the long run, what really counts lies not in one's prior experience as to studying abroad or not, but in one's perseverance in cultivation his (her) language competence unceasingly. 

