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· Subject : Language Art
          English Class for ESL students in Taiwan
· Grade(s): 10 grade
· Overview/Rationale 
“Pedagogy must drive the choice of instructional technology, not the other way around.” (Chizmar & Walbert, 1999) 
In terms of English learning, I always instill my students that, knowledge is dead, unless it is being used every day. So, I choose common topics that may concern teenagers in their daily lives--- “What are you worrying about, teenagers?” (it could be appearance issues, relationship between parents, friendship, school grades, etc);” How do you tide over depressing moments?”, and discuss some topics that are relevant. In so doing, students are encouraged to go through exploration, reflection, and discussion, which ultimately lead to students’ deeper learning (Edelstein & Edwards, 2002) 
Realizing the limitation of class learning format, I resort to some open-sources to make this unit more flexible and more prolific. In addition, with the help of using web 2.0 resources, students are provided a synchronous, as well as asynchronous arena for an interactive, deep, collaborative, and multidimensional thinking and learning environment (Ascough, 2002).  
* The main purposes of this unit are:
(a) try to present the content in an effective way 

(b) promote students to get involved in active communications with the target language as much as possible 
(c) lead students the way to enjoying the process of learning
· Objectives :
1. This Unit covers 4 basic English skills training, where reading, writing, listening and speaking will be integrated during the class. The target language is being learned with a communicative intent. Through using easy-to-do Web2.0 tools (blog, deli.ciou.us, and podcast) students will implement their skills of the target language to engage in pragmatic, authentic, and functional activities. 
2. Students will enhance their reading skills by reading the material provided by the teacher and by reading the articles they found on the web, so will they enhance their reading by communicating with others through the web. 
3. Students will enforce their listening and speaking ability by communication with their classmates as well as with the teacher during the class time, so will they sharpen their oral expression by doing their broadcast on the podcast.
4. Students will practice writing in giving advice to their peers on others’ blogs and posting their own written work on their blogs (ex: assignment topic ~ how I tide over my depression?). 
5. Students will know how to use del.icio.us. to store their bookmarks, how to use tags to help them organize and categorize the sources they’ve found. And they will know how to build a collaborative repository of related information from someone else’s del.icio.us.
6. Students will know how to record their voice and save as an mp3 file with Audacity.

7. Students will know how to publish a podcast on podbean.com. 
8. Students will enrich the content on their own blogs.
· Standards 
***** ESL Standards for Pre-K-12 Students: Grades 9-12
Goal 1, Standard 1
To use English to communicate in social settings: Students will use English to participate in social interactions
Goal 2, Standard 1
To use English to achieve academically in all content areas: Students will use English to interact in the classroom
Goal 2, Standard 2
To use English to achieve academically in all content areas: Students will use English to obtain, process, construct, and provide subject matter information in spoken and written form
Goal 2, Standard 3
To use English to achieve academically in all content areas: Students will use appropriate learning strategies to construct and apply academic knowledge

Goal 3, Standard 1
To use English in socially and culturally appropriate ways: Students will use the appropriate language variety, register, and genre according to audience, purpose, and setting

To use English in socially and culturally appropriate ways: Students will use nonverbal communication appropriate to audience, purpose, and setting
* * Nets for students 2007
1. Creativity and Innovation

Students demonstrate creative thinking, construct knowledge, and develop innovative products and processes using technology. Students

a. apply existing knowledge to generate new ideas, products, or processes

b. create original works as a means of personal or group expression.
2. Communication and Collaboration

Students use digital media and environments to communicate and work collaboratively, including at a distance, to support individual learning and contribute to the learning of others. Students:
a. interact, collaborate, and publish with peers, experts, or others employing a variety of digital environments and media.

b. communicate information and ideas effectively to multiple audiences using a variety of media and formats
3. Research and Information Fluency

b. locate, organize, analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and ethically use information from a variety of sources and media.

· Required Materials

computers connected to the internet, headsets with microphones, San-Ming textbook, Book I, and handouts. 
· Required Web 2.0 or open-source resources
The programs that I use with students are: del.icio.us , podcast, and blog( all of them are free).
1. Del.icio.us
(I) Description of the features and the reason I use it:

Del.icio.us is a free service where thousands of people store their bookmarks. It’s a social bookmarking website. The reason I introduce del.icio.us to my students are : 
a. Students can save and access their bookmarks from any computer
b. Students can share their bookmarks and access other people’s bookmarks. 
c. Students can search del.ioio.us to find other people who are interested in the same topic and check out their research. (Lizbdavis, 2007).
d. It’s free.
In addition, I think, del.icio.us is a powerful tool to help students research, organize, and categorize the resources they have found on the websites. 
Although this part will not be graded as a formal evaluation, learning to use del.icio.us is very meaningful to my college students- to- be.
(II) How will I familiarize students with the skills they need to use del.icio.us:

There are some useful tutorials on the web that teach learners how to get started using del.icio.us, among which I found one written article by Andy Wibbels and one video created by Lizbdavis are the most appropriate ones to follow for my students. Both of them are very clearly-explained to the first users. The speaking pace is slower and the vocabulary used is easy for my students. 

 So I will use them in my class:

(1) First watch ‘Getting Started with Del.icio.us’ to get an idea about what del.icio.us is and what benefits we can get from using it:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NGXElviSRXM&feature=related
(2) Step by Step ( created by Any Wibbels, 2006):  
http://andywibbels.com/post/1094
1. Create a del.icio.us account. Register here… 
2. Add a ‘browser button’ to your web browser (Internet Explorer, Firefox, Safari). Here’s how… 
3. When you see something you want to bookmark, click on the browser button and you’ll be able to automatically add that bookmark to your del.icio.us bookmarks list. You can also tag that bookmark with keywords to allow you find it faster at a later date. 

4. Also: You might see links under posts prompting you to ‘add this post del.icio.us bookmarks.’ For example: Click here to add this article to your del.icio.us bookmarks. 
** This entry was written by Andy Wibbels and posted on Apr 16, 2006 at 11:32 am and filed under Tags and Folksonomy.
** The links of these two tutorials will be posted on my website. Students can review it any times they want after school. 

2. Podcast

(I) Description of the features and the reason I use it:

A podcast is an MP3 or other audio file delivered off a Web site via an RSS feed. The reason I use podcast in this unit is because podcast provides the best assist to drill listening and speaking skills in terms of language learning. Besides, 

podcasting offers an ideal tool for the creative expression of knowledge, and provides an exciting way for students to explore and discover educational content (ex. listen to an ESL episode ). Students can draft and perform scripts as a writing assignment, create a visual progress report for an ongoing project, or submit a recorded version of presentation (Apple Inc, 2008).  I use podcast also because (A) it’s free of charge (B) it’s easy for my students to learn (C) it’s cool to integrate this trendy technology with English learning (D) Students may feel more motivated to do something for more than one audience ( the teacher) and gain much more sense of achievement.

  Although Podbean.com also provides all-in-one hosting service (audio, video, and blog), in this unit, I will let my students use the podcasting function, in order not to give them too much load. What I put emphasis is still on their language learning--in this case, on their oral expression, listening comprehension, and writing ability (writing the script). 
(II) How I familiarize students with the skills they need to use podbean:

Students will be tutored to:
1. download Audacity 1.2.6 from http://audacity.sourceforge.net
2. record and edit sounds with audacity
3. import common sound files and edit them

4. export sound files and save as a mp3 file. 
5. create an account as a publisher of podbean.com
6. upload the mp3 file to the podbean.com

( select ‘Media Manager’ tab and click on ‘upload’ button).
7. publish their media file on podbean.com

(Click on the ‘Publish’ tab     Click the ‘Add Podcast Media File’ button to open the ‘Media File’    Select the filet to be published     Select the file type     Click the ‘Publish’ )
** The use of Audacity and publishing a podcast will not be difficult for my students, but I will still give them tutorials’ links on my website, in addition to my above direction, so that students can review them anytime they want after school. 
a). Tutorials to Audacity:

 ‘Audacity Presentation for High School Level’, a PowerPoint file
on http://audacity.sourceforge.net/Audacity_High_School.ppt 

* This presentation is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 License. http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
         b). Tutorials to Podcast:
http://faq.podbean.com/2007/01/26/how-to-create-a-new-audio-video-podcastblog-post
3. Blog 
  “The use of blogs in instructional settings is limited only by your imagination. ” (Kristen, 2003). 

      An emergent feature of blog is making a space for students to publish online. From time to time, I will apply blog to my class, because such web publication does give students a real audience to write to and, when optimized, a collaborative environment where they can give and receive feedback, so as to hone their writing skills. 
The blog host I use is called ‘Elearning’, my web address is http://elearning.ice.ntnu.edu.tw/blog_pfo/index.asp?blog=shupingtseng I used to use a LifeType blog http://tea.ymsh.tp.edu.tw/index.php?blogId=106 but latter, when I found that the Elearning provides more functions, I use it to assist my teaching since then.
  This program is created and developed by professor Sung Yao-Ting, Department of Educational Psychology & Counseling, National Taiwan Normal University. It is a free platform for teachers to build personal reservoirs of teaching material/teaching plans, to showcase the outcome of students’ learning, and to associate with other colleagues from around the nation. Most of all, it enables teachers to assign blog spaces for students to use and monitor their doing from teachers’ end. I use this function to have my students build their own English blog, manage their group projects and more often then not, extend their learning activities, and so on. 
(II). Every student of mine has an English blog, which we have started since last   semester. So, it’s no need to spend additional time teaching them how to get started using a blog, how to response to a specific assignment on my /other person’s blog, how to customize and personalize their site, how to publish a work, etc.
· Procedures/Timeline 

Time for each day :   100 minutes (2 periods continuously; 50 minis/period)
Day 1 
Procedures:
(1) (warn up activity) Listen to a news broadcast, titled, ‘Too much pressure on Taiwanese children.’ on http://www.studentpost.com.tw/commentary/default.asp?sIssue=1088
(2)  Read this article again.  
(3) Brain storming: “how do you deal with your pressure?” 
(4) Use the PowerPoint material provided by bookstore, titled 

” Can we help you?” 
(5) Manipulate activities based on this PowerPoint material: listening, discussion, oral expressions, reading, and writing. 

(6) Ten questions on reading comprehension. 
* Notation:
(1) The newspaper article is attached to the Appendix, so is the PowerPoint material.

(2) Some activities are whole-class (ex: reading the news, listening to the news, brainstorming), other activities are team work (ex: discussion and oral expressions). However, it’s quite flexible, depending on the real situation. The activity of reading comprehension, which contains very short writing as well, is individual. Students will be graded on this part, based on the rubric I made.
 (3) These material can also be used after class, since they will be posted on my website under Document button. Students are used to reviewing my teaching material there.  
Day 2 
Procedure:
      (1) The teacher will show students how to search articles about releasing pressure with the del.icio.us
      (2) Use one article found with del.iciou.us. The teacher will direct students how to manipulate strategies of skimming and scanning to do speed-read on this article.
      (3) Some points will be raised to ensure that students have caught the main ideas.
(4) Main task for students: 
a.) How to make del.icio.us a good tool to organize and categorize the sources found on the web? 
b.) How to build a collaborative repository of related information from someone else’s del.icio.us.
(5) Watch the tutorial ‘Getting Started with Del.icio.us’ together, on
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NGXElviSRXM&feature=related
(6) Go step by step:
   Follow the direction created by Any Wibbels, 2006. 

 (7) Students will be given time to do their own del.icio.us, searching, collecting, organizing and categorizing relevant issues they’ve found. 
 (8) Students will choose one of them, read it, and make notes/ summary. (After-class homework)
* Notation: 

 (1) Procedure 1~3 can be done in the first period. Procedure 4~7 can be done in the second period. 
(2) Procedure 8 is homework, and it will be formally graded according to the rubric I made.
 (3) In terms of English learning, today’s lesson also integrates reading, speaking, listening and writing training. 
Day 3 
Procedure:
(1) The teacher will show students how to search some interesting podcasts that make people relaxed.  

(2) Students will listen to one to two episodes that have been found on podcasts.
       (3) In order to make sure students have understood the contents, the teacher will raise some points for them to discuss about.
(4) Listen to the episodes again. Enjoy them.

(5) Main task for students: How to make a podcast. 
A. Students will know how to record their voice and save as an mp3 file with Audacity.

B. Students will read a tutorial, “How to create a new audio/video podcast/blog post” on “Podcast Audio Video Blog FAQ”. 

C. Based on that tutorial, the teacher will instruct students to publish a podcast step by step and give any needy help. 

D. Students will practice making a short podcast.
(6) (Assignment) Publish a group podcast (2~3 mins) on podbean.com. They can choose any topic that relevant to what we have discussed during these days. 
(7) (Assignment) Post their script on their blog. Before making a script, students have to do discussions on their blogs (discussion board – group discussion) with their group about what subject they are going to make. The subject may include any issues relevant to teenagers’ pressure and ways to release pressure, such as listening to music, pursuing some hobbies, taking exercise etc.      
* Notation: 

 (1) Procedure 1~4 can be done in the first period. Procedure 5 (A) ~(C) can be done in the second period. Procedure 6 and Procedure 7 is homework.

 (2) In terms of English learning, today’s lesson covers listening, reading, speaking and writing training.
 (3) The activity of podcast listening is to expose students to a real-live English spoken environment, which is very different from listening to any kind of material provided by the textbook.

 (4) The activity of reading the tutorial, “How to create a new audio/video podcast/blog post” can not only drill students their reading ability but also drill their ‘survival language’. 
(5)The podcast assignment and the blog article will be graded as a formal evaluation to this unit based on the rubric.
Day 4  
Procedure:
(1)Students’ show time. Enjoy students’ work together. 

(2) Go through students’ podcasts one by one. 

(3) Activity of inter-evaluation.
(4) Encourage students to give compliments, comments, and suggestions to each group work.
(5)[The teacher] Provide two examples of each podcast, where their work is strongest, where it’s weakest and what they need to focus on for the remainder of the course.

(6)[The teacher] Give recognition and reward to good group work.

(7) Give models (, which may be created by unknown peers at their age) and discuss what an effective podcast looks like. 
Repeat procedure (1) ~ (7) on their blog, focusing on the scripts and the discussion board they made for their podcast. Only this time, substitute 

  “blog” for “podcast”.
*notation: 
 (1) Students may have browsed some of their classmates’ blogs/podcast at home; however, present their work in front of the whole class is a positive stimuli in terms of learning process. They may learn how to improve their own work by way of appreciating/judging from others’. 
(2)Using authentic examples and clear analysis (on strength and weakness) are good ways to guide students for their future improving.        

· Outside the classroom
** I will not restrict access to public. So anyone will be viewing students’
work, either their personal blogs or their podcast websites. Students will then get feedbacks, not only from classmates and the teacher, but also from the unknown public. Because the open-resources are used as tools to practice their English, students will have good chance to use the authentic material and develop strategies to learn English as it is actually used.  
However, in order to ensure the safety of students on line, I will suggest students make fake names and instruct them to not post personal information. 

Besides, in light of instilling safe practices among the learning community, I will show my students our school’s AUP, and have them sign a copy and keep it on file. In so doing, every one can enjoy the most effective, productive, and instructionally sound uses of digital, networked, and abundant information ( School AUP 2.0, 2008).
· Evaluation 
Though not everything students have learned in this unit will be graded, I will evaluate students’ performances during their learning process, and give them advice and directions whenever needed. At the end of the unit, students will be given a formal evaluation based on the following rubric:
	
	Excellent

20 points
	Good

16 points
	    O.K.

12 points 
	Need to Work

10 points

	Technology 20%
(1)word processing
(2) web page authoring
(3) create a document containing text, graphics, and complex formatting
	Successfully uses the features of (1.2.3.) with commendable attention to detail, consistency, and overall appearance. 
	Successfully uses the features of (1.2.3.) with acceptable attention to detail, consistency, and overall appearance. 
	Uses the features of (1.2.3.) with attention to detail, consistency, and overall appearance; may contain numerous or distracting errors or features.
	Uses the features of (1.2.3.) with attention to detail, lacks attention to detail, consistency, and/or overall appearance; may lack graphics.


	Oral Expression in Podcasting 

20%

	Student displays relaxed, self-confident nature about self, with no mistakes
	Makes minor mistakes, but quickly recovers from them; displays little or no tension.
	Displays mild tension; has trouble recovering from mistakes.
	Tension and nervousness is obvious; has trouble recovering from mistakes.

	Writing Ability of the Podcast Script ,Articles on Blogs, and summary of an article found with

“del.icio.us” 
20%
	Information in logical, interesting sequence which reader can follow.
	Student presents information in logical sequence which reader can follow
	Reader has difficulty following work because student jumps around.
	Sequence of information is difficult to follow.

	Reading Comprehension

2o%


	Answer all the 10 questions

that follow a reading article correctly
	Make one ~two mistakes of the 10 questions that follow a reading article
	Make 3~4 mistakes of the 10 questions that follow a reading article
	Make 5 and over 5 mistakes of the 10 questions that follow a reading article

	Grammar:
Students’ work on blog, podcast, and summary to the article found with “del.icio.us”
20%

	Work has no misspellings or grammatical errors.


	Work has no more than two misspellings and/or grammatical errors.
	Work has three misspellings and/or grammatical errors.
	Work has four or more spelling errors and/or grammatical errors.

	Total

100%
	
	
	
	


· Variations:
1. The timeline of this unit is created based on the normal schedule of a 3-grade English class in my school, which is composed of two continuous 50-minute period, each day. It can also be modified as a two-week unit (one period / day), or lengthened longer, depending on students’ ability and the real circumstances.   
2. The characteristic of this unit is to integrate technology into English teaching. However, it can also be simplified and shorten as a textbook-based activity, without applying to any Web 2.0 resources, if situation is not mature yet (ex: the instructors are not familiar to the open-sources/ students are not capable to use the relevant skills of the programs.)

* In my case, students are easily to embrace the integration of technology and English learning, probably because I taught them since they were the 9 graders, when we dealt with many an activity companying with internet-based applications.  

Appendix
1. Newspaper material
	Too much pressure on Taiwanese children 

http://www.studentpost.com.tw/commentary/default.asp?sIssue=1088

	Commentary       7/13/2008        broadcast 


	The news is unbelievable, but it's true: a 13-year-old girl collapsed on the floor during class recently, due to having suffered a stroke. Doctors who treated her said the child was the youngest stroke patient they had ever seen. They soon decided that it had resulted from fatigue. The student's teachers said she was diligent and highly motivated and often stayed up late doing homework. 

The doctors said that living a stressful life could lead to many physical problems that ultimately result in serious maladies. Unfortunately, many Taiwanese lead tension-filled lives, including countless young students. 

Our education system itself is responsible for this situation. 

Students at various levels study exceedingly hard day in, day out. They have little time for recreation, even on weekends and during long holidays. Even more shockingly, the number of children who commit suicide due to pressure has been growing year after year. 

It is essential that parents and educational authorities attach as much emphasis on students' state of health as on their grades. Most of all, parents should refrain from pushing their children too hard to get good grades at school. Having healthy, energetic children is more of a blessing than having whiz kids with frail bodies.


2. PowerPoint reading material, provided by San Ming Textbook
Reading Material (1)
   Material (2)
Material (3)
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