On-Line Shopping   Vs   Traditional Shopping

Tseng Shu Ping
         Shopping is part of every day’s life.  Some get the necessities from   shopping, others get something more.  It is viewed as a way to release the stress, a way to complete some desire in the mind, or a way to add some flavor to the mechanical way of life.  In general, there are two types of shopping: traditional shopping and on-line shopping.  Both of them have some merits and shortages respectively.

        Nowadays, more and more people would  ‘go shopping ‘ via Internet, thanks to the prevalence of the computer.  Clicking in one word, thousands of items will pup out on the screen as your choice.  You don’t have to wade across a long road and nudge through hustling crowds to get a pair of fancy shoes, for example. All you have to do is to click on the key board, keep your elegant stance (maybe with a glass of wine) and the goods will be delivered to you, right on the spot.

      However, there’re some traps in such kind of convenient purchase.  Many commodities, for example, are so well-packaged that they won’t be discovered any flaw until they are being used.  Advertisement and commercial packages may do wonders for the producers; they may do illusions and convey false information for the customers.  Another trap that the online-buyers may come across is that, they’re easily to expose too much personal data on the Internet. Those personal data (like credit card numbers, address, phone number, etc) may turn out to be the tools for some criminals, and thus, jeopardizes the privacy, even the property on the buyers’ part.

      On the other hand, traditional shopping may exclude the apprehensions that mentioned above.  Normally, you rarely have a chance to find a ‘weird spectrum’ of a suit until you tear up the shopping bag, for you have scrutinized it everywhere from top to toe before you buy it.  Everything in traditional shopping is tangible and authentic.  It allows you to criticize it before you take it, not the other way around.  It may sound more rational to keep a commercial dealings !

       Besides, in traditional shopping, you hardly have a chance to “expose your personal data “ to a stranger, in order to buy something. Thus, to some extent, it reduces the risk to be exploited by some counterfeiters, or con men.

      The major disadvantage of the traditional shopping maybe that, after capturing bags of “trophies”, you have to be “a porter” of your own, dragging them back, along the way home.

      To be short, each kind of shopping has its advantages and disadvantages.  And, it’s true that sometimes, merits could be shortages, and vice versa, depending upon the perspective you hold.  Perhaps, it’s also kind of philosophy that can be testified on something else.   If you are the one who enjoy traditional shopping --- to immerse yourself in the live, colorful stuffs;  to converse heartily with the dealers and the co-consumers --- maybe the ‘tiresome harvest’ ( carry back all the ‘trophies’ ) is the climax of the trip!!

      So, whichever you choose, just enjoy you shopping !
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