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Lesson Plan 
The Wonderful World of Hayao Miyazaki

000499286 Tseng Shu Ping 

Subject: Language Art
        English listening and speaking class
· Grade(s) 10 grade for ESL students
· Time: 50 minutes 
· Objectives

** Based on the vocabulary and phrases that they have learned from the previous reading lesson, in this listening and speaking unit, students will:
· learn more about the famous animated films made by Studio Gibli.
· understand the context of the script in podcasting.

· know more about master Hayao Miyazaki.
· understand the reasons why Miyazake’s films are so special and popular.
· be able to use learned words to express their thoughts on today’s issues. 
· Standards

ESL Standards for Pre-K-12 Students: Grades 9-12
Goal 1, Standard 1
To use English to communicate in social settings: Students will use English to participate in social interactions
Goal 2, Standard 1
To use English to achieve academically in all content areas: Students will use English to interact in the classroom
Goal 2, Standard 2
To use English to achieve academically in all content areas: Students will use English to obtain, process, construct, and provide subject matter information in spoken and written form
Goal 2, Standard 3
To use English to achieve academically in all content areas: Students will use appropriate learning strategies to construct and apply academic knowledge

Goal 3, Standard 1
To use English in socially and culturally appropriate ways: Students will use the appropriate language variety, register, and genre according to audience, purpose, and setting

To use English in socially and culturally appropriate ways: Students will use nonverbal communication appropriate to audience, purpose, and setting
· Required Materials

· pictures of 4 famous films of Miyazaki, 

· computer connecting to the Internet,
· handout paper with questions,
· headphone

· Procedures
1. Warm-Up activities  10 minutes: 

Whole Class

(A) Pictures Vs. Film Titles (2~5 minutes)
Students will be shown 4 pictures of Miyazaki’s animated films (Kiki's Delivery Service, My Neighbor Totoro, Spirited Away, and Princess Mononoke)
They are asked to match each of the pictures with on of the film titles listed on the screen.

(B)  Thoughts Sharing (5~8 minutes):

Peer work

Students are sharing the story of the animated films that they’ve seen (one of the four) and convey their thoughts about the film.
2. Get to know the Master animator : Miyazaki
Listening Drill Activities   15minutes

  (A) Whole Class (5 minutes):

Listen to the podcasting made by the teacher
(B) Group work  (10 minutes): 
Gather the main points

Answer to the 5 questions based on the podcasting
( Questions are attached at the end of this lesson plan) 

3. Make group podcasting ( 25 minutes):

Students are making a 90 seconds-2 minute podcasting to promote one of Miyazaki’s films
(A) pick up one of their favorite film  (2minutes) 
(B) group discussion about the reasons that they want to promotes (5~8 minutes) 
( C) write down the script ( 5~8 minutes)
(D) record their script (2~5 minutes)
(D) publish their podcasting (2~5 minutes) 
4. Assignment:
( Individual)

Listen to the script again and write down your thoughts to answer the following 2 questions. 

1. According to the script, what are the ideas Miyazaki has tried to express through his works and what makes his films so special? 
2. As a pessimist, why does Miyazaki always express optimism in his films?
* *What are students expected to know before they view your podcast? 
Students are not strangers to Miyazaki’s animated films, which are also very popular in Taiwan.
**Is this the first time students are viewing this material, or will this be review? 
It’s the first time but students can review the material at home for several times.
** Will this be used during class time or send home with students as “homework”?
Both. This will be used as a listening drill material both during class and will be used as a “homework” material, based on which, students have to write down their thoughts to complete the homework projects. 
**Are there any other potential issues or considerations?
Watching cartoon is a good option for teenagers to learn a foreign language. As far as this unit is concerned, I will choose one of Miyazaki’s films in English version as my teaching material for next unit.

** How can you be sure students have learned the material presented?
They have to answer the questions after listening to the podcasting both during class and after class (Procedure 2 and Assignment)

**Variations

· Can this lesson be modified for different abilities, ages, or learning styles?
(A) Podcasting Activities can be modified as role-play activity, depending on the feasibility of a real situation. 
(B) For students of lower-level English proficiency, this lesson can be modified by using the identical context that has been taught in the previous reading lesson.
· Can this lesson be lengthened or shortened?
This lesson can be lengthened by introducing more about Hayao Miyazaki or about his animated films, or about Studio Gibli, which can be accomplished either by students or the teacher. 

Script Outline

1. The key person for the success of Studio Ghibli is a man called Hayao Miyazaki.

2. Point out 2 of Hayap Miyazaki’s films that won prestigious prizes in the world.
3. Talk about the reasons why Miyazaki’s films are so special and popular.

4. What are the ideas that Miyazaki try to express in those fascinating animations?

5. (A) war-against stance

Take ‘Howl's Moving Castle’ for example
6.   (B) only people with pure heart can see the miracles

Give ‘ My neighbor Totolo’ as an example
7. (C ) optimistic attitude towards life
Take ‘Kiki's Delivery Service ‘for example.

8. (D) look on the bright side, be nice to everyone, and deal with challenges courageously  
9. Conclusion
Script

Anyone who has ever seen My Neighbor Totoro , Spirited Away, , Princess Mononoke, or Howl's Moving Castle will never forget the delicate hand drawn characters , scenes and touching plots. Do you know who produced these popular films? 

That’s right. They were produced by Studio Ghibli, and Hayao Miyazaki, is the chief animator and concept artist. 

Do you know which film above won the Best Animated Feature at the Academy Awards in 2003? **** Spirited Away! *****Good!

***Which film mentioned was named Animation of the Year at the 2005 Tokyo International Anime Fair ? 

*****

Howl's Moving Castle  Brilliant!

***So what makes Miyazaki's films so special? *** Some say it is the extraordinary-imagination that lies behind his movies that makes them so special.

      Some say it is Miyazaki's attention to detail. For instance, unlike most American animated films, Studio Gibli’s films are mainly hand drawn instead of computer technology . 

For many people, however, the true secret of Miyazaki's works lies in the sheer beauty of the artistic images he creates.

***What are the ideas that lie behind the stories of those fascinating animations?
There are at least 3 typical ideas that we can read from Miyasaki’s films
First, the resentment to wars. Take Howl's Moving Castle for example, where the film tells the story of Howl, a wizard who refuses to become involved in war, we can see the stance that he strongly oppose the war. 

Second, only man with pure heart can see the miracle. In My Neighbor Totolo, it conveys a conception that only innocent kids , like the two little girls Satsuke and Mei can see the mysterious Totolo and the wonders that Totolo make for them. It seems to remind us modern people that miracle shall come as long as we keep a pure heart like a child.
Third, optimistic attitude toward life.  Miyazaki never makes a film without expressing optimistic concepts.( although he calls himself a pessimist), For example, he created Kiki's Delivery Service, to teach children always look on the bright side , be nice to everyone, and deal with challenges courageously, which are also elements frequently expressed in his popular films.

With these unique characteristics, Miyazaki's films have not only achieved commercial success in Japan, but have also won universal praise from moviegoers and critics alike. Undoubtedly, Hayao Miyazaki is one of a kind, and perhaps the world's greatest living animator today. 
~Original from Theodore Pigott,
~Adapted and simplified by Tseng Shu Ping

~Read and Recorded by Tseng Shu Ping.

****** 5 Quizzes After listening to the Script*****

                 (Group Work Activity )
1. Miyazaki is the chief animator and concept artist of the 
?

(A) Akira Kurosawae (B) Shigeru Miyamoto (C) Porco Rosso (D) Studio Ghibli 
2. The films of Studio Ghibli do not contain
(A) fighting wars courageously
(B) being nice to everyone (C) looking on the bright side   (D) pursuing peace

4. Which of the following is a characteristic of Miyazaki's works?

(A) Realistic stories  (B) Hand-drawn pictures.

(C) Computer technology.
(D) Special sound effects.

5. Which of the following statements about Miyazaki's films is true?

(A) People can find anti-war messages in My Neighbor Totolo.

(B) Kiki's Delivery Service teaches kids to be optimistic and courageous.

(C) Howl's Moving Castle surprisingly won an Oscar in 2003.

(D) Spirited Away was inspired by Miyazaki's outrage at the war in Iraq.

