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     Half a century ago, on the arena of teaching and learning, teacher and students, the two mainstays of the learning process, had been taking distinctive and irreversible part for centuries. The former takes charge in virtually everything--- from selecting the material, planning the curriculum, to evaluating the result. The latter, conversely, does nothing except learning. The situation is clear: that the teachers command, and the students follow the commands. 

     Students are analogous to empty vessels, waiting to be filled by the instructor, who dominates almost every moment in a classroom. And students are passive receivers, with little chance to articulate out their thoughts, and to interact with the teacher as well as with their classmates alike. Like an artisan and a crude material, what seems to affect the outcome of education depends largely upon the former. 
      However, on the ground of psychological studies or based on successful individual experience, more and more educators are endorsing the importance to empower learners more control over their own learning.

      For instance, Bruner(1962) claimed that one of the most effective way to help children and adult to think and learn is to free them from the control of reward and punishment. Good and Brophy (1994) pointed out that the simplest way to ensure that people value what they are doing is to maximize the free choice and autonomy. 

     In light of language teaching, as early as 1980s, phenomenon is focused on the concerns for students’ communicative competence where language teacher are consciously relinquishing their ‘sage on stage’ role in order give learners more opportunities to practice negotiating meaning in an authentic context.

     After all, how can learners ultimately use target language productively and receptively in an unrehearsed context outside the classroom, if they’re rarely given chance inside the classroom to construct meaning thorough genuine linguistic interaction ? 
In the late 1980s and 1990s, language learning field has been stimulated by the concern of students’ learning process. The predominant view is that, learning is best served where students are interacting--- completing a task, learning content or solving

real-life issue--- where their attention is not directed on the language itself, unless the focus of the linguistic form is necessary. This notion, in terms of the ‘role’, emphasizes the previous gist that students should take an active part, instead of passive one, in the process of constructing knowledge and skills. 
As we entered a new millennium with technological advances, teachers’ role has also been redefined. For one thing, since students now have access to a much greater wealth of information than ever before, it is possible that teachers are not necessarily to be the only ones knowledgeable on certain topic. In other words, teachers are not as authoritative as they used to be. 

It is wise, then, for teachers to unleash some more freedom for their students to fulfill their ‘self-actualization’ by way of allowing them to propose what they’ve known to the whole class, and give them pertinent rewards and feedback. Projects that require students to complete via using computers are also laudable. 
On the other hand, being a modern teacher, besides enriching oneself with some relevant computer-based knowledge, it’s necessary to instill students a certain degree of skepticism about what they’ve read on the web, with a view to the variable quality of the information on the web. 
To be short, the relationship between teachers and students is no longer like that of domination and subordination. Teachers’ role is no longer an all-knowing instructor , but a facilitator, a learning analyst, and a consultant.
We teachers should always have confidence in our students, unleash any possible constrains that hinder their learning, and give them a safe stage to perform what they are learning. With our available aid along their process , I believe, we’ll surely be amazed at the boundless capability of those teenagers!
