Response Essay # 3 (20 pts)
Compare or contrast two political parties' positions on an issue of your choice, and tell me which party comes closer to your own position on that issue.  I expect that most people will contrast the Democratic Party  and the Republican Party, but you also may contrast one of those parties with a third party (such as the Green Party, Reform Party, Libertarian Party, or another third party). Politics1.com has extensive links for sources on the two major parties, as well as other third parties.  Good essays will be typed and include a paragraph on each of the two parties' positions, and a concluding paragraph on why one of those positions is more in line with your own. The Grading rubric for this essay is below. 
	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Democratic Party Position 
	There is one clear well- focused topic that explains the Democratic Party's position. Main idea stands out and is supported by detailed information. 
	Main idea is clear but the supporting information is general. 
	Main idea is somewhat clear but there is a need for more supporting information. 
	The main idea is not clear. There is a seemingly random collection of information. 

	Republican Party Position 
	There is one clear well- focused topic that explains the Republican Party's position. Main idea stands out and is supported by detailed information. 
	Main idea is clear but the supporting information is general. 
	Main idea is somewhat clear but there is a need for more supporting information. 
	The main idea is not clear. There is a seemingly random collection of information. 

	Party Position Evaluation 
	The party that is closest to your position is clearly identified and at least 3 examples of evidence is given to support your conclusion. 
	The party that is closest to your position is identified and at least 2 examples of evidence is given to support your conclusion. 
	The party that is closest to your position is not identified although your position is explained. 
	There is no comparison of a particular party with respect to your position; the paper just ends. 

	Grammar/Spelling 
	Writer makes no errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	Writer makes 1-2 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	Writer makes 3-4 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	Writer makes more than 4 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 

	Mechanics 
	Essay is neatly typed with no distracting corrections. Name, date, and assignment# are identified in the heading. 
	Essay is neatly typed with 1 or 2 distracting corrections (e.g., cross-outs; bumpy white-out, words written over, partial heading). 
	The writing is generally readable, but the reader has to exert quite a bit of effort to figure out some of the words. No heading. 
	Many words are unreadable OR there are several distracting corrections. the essay is not typed. No heading. 


