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    ACC United States Government 

Spring 2012 Course Syllabus

B day 5th period 2305109 (Synonym 45574)
Adjunct Assistant Professor: Tammy Johannessen
Class Dates and Times: Leander High School—B Days 5th period 8:45am-10:05 
Campus: Leander High School Room 711

Web Site: http://teacherweb.com/TX/ACC/MrsJohannessen
E-mail: mailto:tjohanne@austincc.edu

Telephone: 512-434-5326 Extension 41123
Office Hours: 8:00am-8:45am Mon-Fri, Room 711 LHS
Last Day to Drop Class: April 23  
Textbook: 
Ginsberg, Lowi, Weir. We the People: An Introduction to American Politics. 8th Edition, Essentials Edition, soft cover. Norton,  2010. ISBN 978-0-393-93565-3
Welcome to United States Government! The aim of this college course is to give you a foundation and a framework for understanding the basics of how our government works, which hopefully will help you as a citizen participate effectively in our democracy. Every course is taught from a point of view. However, that doesn’t mean it can’t be objective. Students are welcome to express any opinion for which they can give reasons, and my aim is to teach you enough so that if my own point of view is distorted in any important respect, you will be equipped to detect the distortion and challenge it. We will focus on the historical development of the Constitution, the three branches of government and their functions, civil liberties and rights, elections and campaigns, the media and political opinion, parties and interest groups. The following will be our class objectives:

· Subject Matter
· become familiar with US national government and politics
· learn key terms, concepts, facts and theories about US government.
· become acquainted with perspectives and value judgments about US government
· appreciate the importance of US government and the citizen's role.
· Higher order thinking
· develop the ability to apply principles and generalizations already learned to new situations.
· develop the ability to distinguish between fact and opinion.
· become a more informed consumer of political news.
· develop capacity to think for one's self.
Course Expectations

Attendance   When you miss class, not only will you miss the glib, interesting lectures, you will miss quizzes, assignment help, and testing hints. You should notify me in advance for all absences or times you will be late. Studies have consistently shown that students who attend class do better. Makes sense!

Quizzes There will be 4 quizzes given in class that cannot be made up. You may use any handwritten reading notes/outlines for these quizzes. These quizzes are given to encourage attendance, keep up with the readings, and to take notes.
5 Response Essays   You will be given the topics for each essay. Type all essays, double-spacing, on 8 1/2” by 11” paper, 12 point font, New Times Roman, with one inch margins with at least one page. For each essay I will include a grading rubric, so there will be no grading mystery. Go over the rubric before you begin so you know the expectations.  Remember there is no party line in this class. I have views, but agreeing with me will not improve your grade, nor will disagreeing with me hurt it. You’ll be evaluated on the basis of your ability to construct a good essay or your ability to answer questions about a certain topic. Naturally, grammar, spelling and other such things do count. Finally: Relax. Think before you write. Allow yourself to be interested in your topic and to have fun. Develop a strategy even before outlining. After writing, wait a day, and then write a second draft. What evidence supports your assumptions/arguments? Students must work independently: any shared notes, drafts, or ideas during an essay period will be treated as scholastic dishonesty. For each day (not class days) the essay is late, the grade for the essay will be reduced by one letter. Completed essays are a requirement for passing this course. 
Internet Activities There will be three internet activities that will require you to go on-line and do a basic activity that relates to our study. Type all work.
Tests There will be 4 exams in this course with the last exam being an optional comprehensive final. The final exam will be the only make up for a missed or low score test. 

Grading: All grades will be posted on your ACC Blackboard site.
	 
	Number
	Points Each
	Total Point Value

	Internet Activities 
	3
	10
	30

	Quizzes
	4
	25
	100

	Response Essays
	5
	20
	100

	Unit Tests
	4
	100
	400

	Course Total
	 
	 
	630


Final grade will be based upon points earned:
	A = 630 - 564
	D = 437 - 375

	B = 563 - 501
	F = < 374

	C = 500 - 438
	 


Early College Start
High school students taking government courses through Austin Community College need to be aware that expectations for U.S. Government (GOVT 2305) may be different than those for high school courses that they may be taking.  Below is a summary of some of the expectations which are typical for a Government course at Austin Community College. It is my hope that by providing this information, students will be better able to evaluate their readiness for enrolling in such a course.

1. The college level government courses presume that the student has had a basic government course during the past two years or so which emphasized basic concepts of American Government.  These concepts include, federalism, division of powers, separation of powers, checks and balances, and the Constitution.  Students who do not have this prior experience with or exposure to these and other basic concepts may find the course very challenging, especially at the beginning.

2. This course includes a substantial reading assignment before each class meeting.  Students are expected to be familiar with the material to be covered in each class and to have read the appropriate sections of the text PRIOR to the class period.

3. In most classes, some type of writing assignment is a requirement for successfully completing the course.  Most classes include essay questions on each exam.  In addition, many classes require research papers, reaction papers, book reports, and/or   investigative reports as a substantial element of the course grade.

4. The normal mode of delivery is lecture.  While many classes include class discussions as well as class activities, the predominant mode of delivery is lecture.  The student has a responsibility to read the assignments prior to class and to be able to take notes based on the reading assignment and class presentation.

5. Each instructor has attendance policies and class behavior policies which a student must adhere to.  This includes attending class regularly, arriving on time and staying for the entire class, regardless of other school activities and responsibilities.

6. Because college courses usually meet only two times per week (in some cases only once each week), the pace of each class may be much faster than high school students are accustomed to.  

7. These are college courses and all students enrolled in such courses will be treated as college students regardless of the location at which the class meets.  Students are protected by the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act of 1974.  In compliance with this Act, instructors will not discuss student grades, academic progress, or class attendance and participation with a student’s parents, unless the student is present.

In conclusion, a college-level course comes with certain expectations and requirements.  Much of the work for each class must be done outside of class.  Students must be prepared, current in their assignments, and full participants in each class.

 
Withdrawals and Incompletes

Course withdrawal cases are handled through the main ACC academic office, not by the instructor. If this becomes your intent please notify me to avoid grading problems.

Requests for an incomplete grade will be considered only in extraordinary cases. Remember any test, final exam or essay not taken becomes a zero.

Scholastic Dishonesty

As described in the ACC Student Handbook, scholastic dishonesty constitutes a violation of college rules and regulations and is subject to disciplinary action. Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating on quiz, exam or essay, by either providing answers to, or obtaining answers from, another student. Plagiarism (use of an author’s words or arguments without attribution) and collusion (unauthorized collaboration with another person in preparing written work of course requirements) will not be tolerated. Disciplinary action and a grade of an “F” for the course may result.

Office for Students with Disabilities

Each ACC campus offers support services for students with documented physical, cognitive, or psychological disabilities. Students with disabilities must request reasonable accommodations through the Office for Students with Disabilities on the campus where they expect to take the majority of their classes (for Early College Start check the ACC campus closes to your high school). Students are encouraged to do this three weeks before the start of the semester.

Academic Freedom

Each student is strongly encouraged to participate in class discussions. In any classroom situating that includes discussion and critical thinking, particularly abut political ideas, there are bound to be many differing viewpoints. Students may not only disagree with each other at times, but the students and instructor may also find that they have disparate views on sensitive and volatile topics.

It is the instructor’s hope that these differences will enhances class discussion and create an atmosphere where students and instructor alike will be encouraged to think an learn form each other. Therefore, be assured that students’ grades will not adversely affected by any beliefs or ideas expressed in class or in assignments. Rather we will all respect the views of others when expressed in classroom discussions.
Exam Dates and Due Dates for Reading, Assignments an Exams
	January 18

	Class Expectations/Syllabus/Philosophy of the Founders

Chapter 2 lecture Founding the Constitution 

	January 26

	Internet Assignment #1 due

Chapters 2-3 lecture Founding and Federalism 

	February 1

	Response Paper #1 due

Chapters 3-4 lecture

	February 10

	Chapter 4 lecture Civil Liberties and Civil Rights

	February 16

	Exam over Chapters 2-4

	February 22

	Response Paper #2 due
Chapter 5 lecture  Public Opinion 

	March 1

	Internet Assignment #2 due
Chapter 6 lecture The Media

	March 7

	Exam  over Chapters 5-6

	March 22

	Response Paper #3 due
Chapter 7 lecture Political Parties and Elections

	March 28

	Response Paper #4 due
Chapter 8 lecture Interest Groups

	April 5

	Exam over Chapters 7-8

	April 11

	Internet Assignment #3 due
Chapter 9 lecture Congress

	April 19

	Response Paper 5 due
Chapter 10-11 lecture President and the Bureaucracy 

	May 3

	Chapter 12 lecture Judicial 

	May 9

	Exam over Chapters 9-12

	May 11

	Optional Final Exam


Reading quizzes are not included on this schedule as they are unannounced although I usually indicate in the class prior to the quiz that there will be one.[image: image2.png]



