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 Samuel Adams
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Samuel Adams was a passionate supporter of the American cause for independence. The Massachusetts native and older cousin of John Adams vocally opposed Parliament’s tax increases and played a vital role in orchestrating anti-British sentiments among colonists. 

Some might consider Adams a surprising leader. Despite his Harvard education, he was a failure as a businessman, shabbily dressed, and reportedly, a poor public speaker. However, his shortcomings were eclipsed by an intense passion for politics. During a time when many Americans colonists wanted to keep their ties to Europe, Adams felt deeply that America should be independent.

His displeasure with Parliament spurred him to start the Committee of Correspondence in Boston. The Committee kept Massachusetts citizens informed of political events via letters and pamphlets. The idea quickly spread to other colonies, and the committees soon played a key role in informing the public and propagating the protest movement, much like Internet blogs keep people informed today.

In addition to the Committee, Adams was present at many events that unified the colonists against Britain. Before the Boston Tea Party, it was Adams who tried reasoning with Britain about tax demands and announced his fury to the townspeople when rebuffed. He also worked behind the scenes at the first Continental Congress, secretively trying to convince the colonies to declare independence despite a popular vote to salvage relations with Britain.

Britain was very aware of Samuel Adams’ influence, and several times British officials tried to bribe him with money and positions of authority. Despite being very poor due to his failing business practices, Adams never considered the temptations. He stood staunchly against the Crown, despising royalty and all that it represented.

When the war had been won and the government was taking shape, Adams continued to support individual liberties and strong states’ rights. However, during the debate over ratification of the new Constitution, it was Adams’ openness to opposing federalists’ viewpoints that made passage of the Constitution possible. His fellow anti-federalists were clearly being out-debated and they knew it. Many simply wanted to vote down the Constitution and go home, but the typically quiet Adams spoke up, asserting that the debate should continue. His support of the debate ultimately led to ratification of the Constitution.
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Benjamin Franklin (1706-90) was the most widely recognized American of his day. He was well-known as the publisher of the Pennsylvania Gazette and Poor Richard's Almanack and gained further fame in his middle years with a series of scientific experiments that culminated in the publication of Experiments and Observations on Electricity in 1751.

In 1753, he was appointed postmaster general of the colonies by the British Government. 4 years later, he was sent by the Pennsylvania assembly to London to act as its agent. It was his second term in that office that ended soon after Franklin's humiliation in the Privy Council. He returned to America in 1775 and joined the Second Continental Congress.
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Congress sent Franklin to France in December, 1776 to secure French aid for the Revolution. He immediately became the toast of Paris society. Franklin appealed to what one scholar has called a "radical chic" which ran through the French aristocracy at the time. He represented not only a new republic, but a new kind of man—self-made, a man of science and philosophy, the embodiment of republican virtue.

Still the French were not inclined to offer their full support of the American rebellion until the British were defeated at the battle of Saratoga, in the fall of 1777.

In February of 1778, a treaty of alliance was finally signed between France and the Americans. At the ceremony which accompanied the signing, Franklin wore the same suit that he'd worn four years before, when he was savaged by Wedderburn in the Privy Council. When one of his fellow envoys commented on the fact, Franklin said that he'd worn the suit "to give it a little revenge."
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 Marquis de Lafayette
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"...Lafayette is a young man of royal birth, with liberal politics and what Jefferson later called 'a canine appetite for fame.' Someone said he was 'a statue in search of a pedestal.' But he was intoxicated with, [had] a rather theoretical love of, liberty. It was theoretical because liberty wasn't known to many Europeans. [Lafayette] was a great romantic and he fell in love with America, the concept of America that the French had. This wild new world where you could start the world over, to use Tom Paine's phrase." —Scholar Richard Norton Smith

European adventurers, soldiers-of-fortune, and romantics like Lafayette flocked to the Continental Army during the American Revolution. A long list of European soldiers aided the Continental cause, including: Baron von Steuben, from Prussia, who is credited with shaping Washington's independent-minded army into a well-drilled fighting machine; Tadeusz Kosciuszko, the Polish patriot, who fought at Saratoga and engineered the construction of fortifications around West Point; and Casimir Pulaski, another Pole, who fought with Washington at Brandywine and Germantown.

With a commission secured from an American agent in Paris, Lafayette joined the American ranks as a major general in 1777. He was just 20 years old. Lafayette served on Washington's staff and became a great friend of the Commander-in-chief, and, ultimately, a trusted field officer. He fought in New Jersey and Pennsylvania in 1778, returned to France in 1779 to help secure full French support for the American cause, and then came back to America, where he played a vital role in the entrapment of Cornwallis at Yorktown.

Lafayette returned to France after the war and helped foment the revolution there. In 1792, radical forces within the revolution forced Lafayette to flee the country. He remained outside the corridors of power during the Napoleonic era, but returned to public life after Bonaparte's exile.

In 1824, Lafayette made a triumphant return to the United States, where he was feted wherever he went. When he returned to France, he took with him a plot of American soil, within which he was buried in 1834.
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John Adams and Thomas Jefferson died within hours of each other, on the 50th anniversary of the adoption of the Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1826. There is probably no greater coincidence in American history.

Together, and as political rivals, they had done as much or more to shape the nation in those first 50 years as any two people in the country. 

In many respects, the two were poles apart. Adams was a New England overachiever; Jefferson, a southern aristocrat. Adams was a Federalist; Jefferson, the classic Republican. Adams was a political animal; Jefferson was most at home on his Virginia mountaintop. But according to historian Joseph Ellis, They "came to embody the American dialogue."

In their retirement, they exchanged a memorable correspondence in which they expressed all of their concerns for, as well as their pride in, the new nation. "You and I ought not to die," Adams wrote Jefferson, "before we have explained ourselves to each other."

Adams, always the more loquacious of the two, did more explaining. He wrote two letters to every one of Jefferson's. Both worried about the future of the country, especially as it concerned the growing divide between the north and the south. "I look back with rapture on those golden days when Virginia and Massachusetts lived and acted together like a band of brothers," Adams wrote Jefferson in 1825. 
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Jefferson had been asked to prepare a speech for that last 4th of July. Though ill health prevented him from delivering this valedictory, it contained some of his most stirring language. Speaking of the celebration, he wrote, "May it be to the world, what I believe it to be, the signal of arousing men to burst the chains under which monkish ignorance and superstition had persuaded them to bind themselves, and to assume the blessings and security of self-government."

Adams, too, was asked to help celebrate the occasion in Washington, Philadelphia, and New York. Likewise, illness prevented him from traveling. He died at about five o'clock on the 4th. His last words were, "Thomas Jefferson survives." Adams was wrong by about five hours.
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Thomas Paine inspired the American Revolution with a prose that spoke directly to the people. Common Sense was devoured and debated by Americans in taverns, reading clubs, parlors and street corners. The American Crisis, Number 1, the first in a series of essays meant to boost morale and exhort the revolution, has perhaps the most famous opening sentence in American literature: "These are the times that try men's souls."

For these works, Paine neither asked for nor received a dime in compensation. He donated all proceeds from the sale of these pamphlets to the revolutionary cause.

Like so many of the major figures of the Enlightenment, including Jefferson and Franklin, Paine had a wide-array of interests which including invention and engineering. His design for a single-arch iron bridge led him back to Europe after the Revolution, where he tried, unsuccessfully, to find backers for his plans.

In France, he was hailed by reformers for his work in the cause of the American Revolution. On a visit to Paris in 1789, he was presented with the key to the Bastille, which he was to pass on to President Washington.

Two years later, Paine published The Rights of Man, an answer to Edmund Burke's attack on the French Revolution. As a consequence, he was voted an honorary citizen of the French republic and returned from England to France in 1792.

There he was caught up in the events of "The Terror" and found himself arrested and imprisoned by French officials. He spent nearly a year in jail, where, despite entreaties, he received no help from officials in Washington, who denied Paine's claim to be an American citizen. Paine had become anathema to officials in the new republic, where his radical politics and views on religion, had become noxious to members of the Federalist party.

Paine remained in Europe after his release from prison until 1802, when he returned to the United States, a rapidly aging man, afflicted by the ravages of alcohol.

He died in New York in 1809. Ten years later, the English radical William Cobbett disinterred Paine's casket with the intention of reburying it in England as a symbol of democratic reform. Great Britain refused permission and somehow Paine's remains disappeared. 
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At the start of the war, George Washington was an extremely wealthy Virginian landowner, but despite his membership in the elite, upper class, he came to represent a struggle that turned his privileged society upside down and allowed people to govern themselves. Perhaps the root of Washington’s commitment to independence can be found in his dealings with the British. Washington was painfully aware that the British saw him as inferior – no small blow for a man who sought to be the wealthiest man in Virginia. As the Revolution approached, Washington became certain that he would never be wholly accepted by the British gentry and, likewise, that unless the colonies asserted themselves against Britain, all of America would remain inferior.

When Washington was chosen to lead the Continental army, the British assumed he would be a failure. Washington had never commanded a successful operation on a major scale. In fact, the French and Indian War was essentially started by Washington’s very public defeat. Still, America needed a leader who would brand the war as “respectable.” As one of the wealthiest men in all the Colonies, the name Washington could lend that necessary sense of dignity to the Revolution. 

Upon arrival to meet his army, Washington was appalled by what he saw. The men were sleeping out in the open, lacking weapons, wearing common clothes and showing no signs of the professionalism for which Washington yearned. The General decided to implement order and discipline, a lowly job that would never be done by someone at Washington’s level in a professional army. Nonetheless, Washington issued daily orders to empty the necessaries, provide clean straw for bedding and refrain from fraternizing with the enemy (a serious problem for an army who recently considered themselves British). 

In addition to discipline, Washington had the challenge of forging unity out of 13 states that were, for all intensive purposes, 13 separate countries. He had to convince soldiers to fight side-by-side with distant strangers for the completely abstract idea of liberty, not for tangible things like territory, wealth or a paycheck like the British soldiers received. Washington quickly learned how difficult this would be. Soldiers were not about to run face first into open fire without a good reason. Washington was forced to accept that his soldiers needed to be convinced of the fight they were waging. He focused his efforts on persuasion, and it paid off. Washington was said to inspire loyalty from anyone who was near him, and it’s this ability to hold people together that made Washington the right General for the job.

Despite his troops’ loyalty, Washington was pummeled by British forces early in the war. In 1776, Congress was openly discussing whether or not they should replace him with another leader, but in a last-ditch effort, Washington planned a surprise offensive on Hessian troops in the famous act of crossing the Delaware. His dramatic success was followed by another victory just ten miles away. The victories were strategically minor, but they changed the entire psychological picture of the war. With these two battles, Washington became a national hero and a symbol of the Revolution. 

Washington also learned to adapt his overall military strategy. Instead of relying on victories, he relied on a strategy of retreat. He believed the Revolution was a war of endurance – the country who could fight longest would win. With British war debt increasing and British popular support decreasing, his theory proved true. In 1781, with the crucial help of the French, Washington planned a major offensive to cut off the British at Yorktown. The “miraculous convergence” was a success and Washington’s long test of endurance came to a victorious end.

After the war, Washington had an incredible respect and following, but instead of taking advantage of his position, he handed his commission – a symbol of his power and authority – back to Congress. It was an electrifying event around the world. Never before had someone of his stature renounced political power at the height of greatness. In that one instant and in his ensuing Presidency, Washington re-defined what it meant to be a great leader.
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In 1832 the U.S. Congress enacted the first comprehensive Pension Act, which granted an annual stipend to any veteran of the Revolutionary War who could prove his service. Jehu Grant was one of several dozen black veterans, and one of thousands in total, who applied for the fund. The only proof many of these veterans had that they had been part of the fight were their own recollections. To receive the funds, ex-soldiers had to tell their stories to a local court reporter, who sent the records on to Washington for disposition.

Grant was a slave in Rhode Island. He ran away from his loyalist master in 1777 and served with the Continental Army as a teamster. His master found him 8 months later, and the army let him reclaim Grant.

After the war, he was sold to a new master, who let Grant earn his freedom. At the time of his pension application, Grant was 80 years old and blind. He made the appeal with the assistance of a neighbor.

Grant's application was denied, as was a subsequent plea. Because he had remained, technically, a slave during the time of his service, the U.S. government in 1832 would not recognize his claim. 



	


James Armistead
(James Lafayette)
patriot of the American Revolution
Born: 1760?
Birthplace: ?

An African American slave in Virginia, Armistead sought and received permission from his master, William Armistead, to enlist under Gen. Marquis de Lafayette, a French officer who joined George Washington's army during the American Revolution. Lafayette was seeking men to spy on British general Cornwallis and his army at Yorktown, Va. Impressed with Armistead's intelligence, Lafayette had Armistead pose as a laborer looking for work. He was hired at Cornwallis's camp and was able to relay information about Cornwallis's plans to Lafayette. Armistead also earned the trust of Cornwallis, who asked him to spy on the Americans. As a double agent, Armistead was able to move freely between both camps. He provided Lafayette with critical information that enabled the general to intercept Cornwallis's much-needed naval support and ultimately defeat Cornwallis at Yorktown in Oct. 1781, the decisive battle that ended the Revolution.

After the war, Armistead returned to the Armistead plantation as a slave. He met with Lafayette in 1784, when the general visited the United States. He wrote a glowing recommendation for his former spy, which Armistead used when he petitioned the Virginia House of Delegates for freedom. He was finally freed on New Year's Day 1787. He assumed Lafayette as his surname and spent the rest of his life as a farmer in Virginia.

John Paul Jones was born on July 6, 1747, in Kirkcudbright, Scotland. He was the son of a Scottish gardener and was originally named John Paul. At the age of 12 he entered the British merchant marine and went to sea for the first time, as a cabin boy. He sailed aboard merchantmen and slavers, becoming a first mate on a slaver brigantine by 1766 and receiving his first command in 1769. In 1773, as the commander of a merchant vessel, he killed a mutinous crewman at Tobago in the West Indies and, rather than stay in prison and wait for trial, he fled to North America. From that point the British considered him to be a pirate. A fugitive from British justice, he attempted to conceal his identity by adding the surname of Jones. 

  At the outbreak of war with Britain in 1775, John Paul Jones went to Philadelphia, and, with the help of two friendly members of the Continental Congress, obtained a lieutenant's commission in the Continental Navy. The following year he became captain of the sloop Providence. In his first adventure aboard the Providence he destroyed the British fisheries in Nova Scotia and captured 16 British prize ships. 

  In 1777 he took command of the sloop Ranger. Sailing to France in 1778, Jones received from the French the first salute given to the new American flag by a foreign warship. During the spring he terrorized the coastal population of Scotland and England by making daring raids ashore and destroying many British vessels. 

  His reputation in Paris greatly enhanced, Jones received from the French government a converted French merchantman, the Duras, which he renamed Bonhomme Richard (Good Man Richard) in honor of Benjamin Franklin. 

  Jones was then promoted to commodore and placed in command of a mixed fleet of American and French ships. Setting sail at the head of this small squadron on Aug. 14, 1779, he captured 17 merchantmen off the British coast and, on September 23, fell in with a convoy of British merchant vessels escorted by H.M.S. Serapis and Countess of Scarborough. Challenging Serapis, Jones deftly maneuvered Bonhomme Richard alongside the larger British vessel and lashed the two ships together. With the muzzles of their guns touching, the two warships fired into each other's insides. Although his smaller vessel was on fire and sinking, Jones rejected the British demand for surrender; "I have not yet begun to fight," he replied. More than three hours after the bloody battle began, Serapis surrendered, and Jones took command of it. 

  Although hailed as a hero in both Paris and Philadelphia, Jones encountered such stiff political rivalry at home that he never again held a major American command at sea. In 1788, Russian Empress Catherine II (The Great) appointed him rear admiral in the Russian navy. He took a leading part in the Black Sea campaign against the Ottoman Turks. Jealousy and political intrigue among his Russian rivals prevented him from receiving proper credit for his successes and resulted in his discharge. In 1790 he retired and went to live in Paris. In 1792 Jones was appointed U.S. Consul to Algiers, but on July 18 of that year he died before the commision arrived. He was buried in Paris, but in 1905 his remains were removed from his long-forgotton grave and brought to the United States where, in 1913, they were finally interred in the U.S. Naval Academy Chapel at Anapolis, Maryland. 

Sybil Ludington was a typical 16 year old girl in 1777. She was the eldest of 12 children and was often responsible for taking care of her younger siblings. She was putting the younger children to bed on the night of April 26, 1777, when word reached her house that the British were burning the town of Danbury, Connecticut, which was only 25 miles away. Her father was a colonel in the local militia. His men were scattered over a wide area around the Ludington house in Fredericksburg, New York (now Ludington). Sybil convinced her father to let her ride and summon the men. She rode on horseback over 40 miles on dark, unmarked roads to spread the alert. Her course took her down through Carmel, on to Mahopac, and around to Kent Cliffs and Farmers Mills and back home. She rode alone with only a stick to prod her horse Star and to knock on the doors spreading the alert in time. The men whom she helped to gather arrived just in time to help drive the British, under the command of General William Tyron (who was also colonial governor of New York), back to their ships in Long Island Sound. In this day and age a sixteen year old girl alone on a darkened street is not safe. One can only imagine what it was like being a 16 year old girl aiding the rebellion during war-time within such a short distance from the fighting and alone with no one for protection. Sybil Ludington was a true American Hero. 

Sybil's contribution to the war was not forgotten. Present day visitors to Putnam County New York can trace her path on that midnight ride by following markers placed along the route, and view a statue of her erected in 1961 on Route 52 beside Gleneida Lake in Carmel on the route. There is a smaller copy of the statue located in Washington, D.C. in Constitution Memorial Hall in DAR headquarters. 

King George III (known as the king who lost America), was born in 1738.  King George III's father, the Prince of Wales died when he was young. When George III was 22, in 1760, his grandfather, George II, died. On September 8th, 1761 he married Princess Charlotte Sophia from Mecklenburg-Strelitz, in Germany and on September 22nd, 1761, George III became the King of England. George himself was of partial German ancestry. George and Charlotte had 15 children, one of whom, George IV would be the next king.

King George III sat upon the throne of England from 1760-1820. It was on his watch that the American colonies were lost. King George III, after the French and Indian War, had large debts to pay, and thought he could extract the necessary money from the colonies. King George was incensed when the insolent American colonists objected to the taxes being levied, particularly the Stamp Act. When the Stamp Act was repealed, King George flew into a rage. King George thought the colonists should be dealt with harshly for their disobedience and insolence. Using his profound influence, he pushed through the  Townshend Acts, in 1766, taxing many commodity items including tea resulting in the infamous Boston Tea Party. King George was eventually humbled as the American colonies successfully became the United States Of America. Other colonies began to rebel after America's success and King George remained embroiled in one conflict or another for many years.[image: image126.jpg]



George III inherited more than just the throne. He also had the royal hereditary disease porphyria which had afflicted Mary Queen of Scots. She passed it to her son, King James I of England. Porphyria is caused by the insufficient production of hemoglobin. The symptoms are photosensitivity, strong abdominal pain, port wine colored urine and paralysis in the arms and legs. The interruption of nerve impulses to the brain causes the development of psychiatric symptoms. Finally, epileptic convulsions occur and the patient sinks into a coma. George III's  first attack occurred in 1765, four years after his marriage to Queen Charlotte.  From 1811 to the time of his death in 1820 he became progressively insane and blind. He spent his time in isolation, and was often kept in straight jackets and behind bars in his private apartments at Windsor Castle.
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King George III died in 1820, at the age of 82, and his son, George IV, succeeded him. Other members of the far-flung royal family who suffered from this hereditary disease were Queen Anne of Great Britain; Frederic the Great of Germany; George IV of Great Britain--son of George III; and George IV's daughter, Princess Charlotte, who died of the disease at childbirth.

