	Chisholm Trail

Middle School 

Lesson Plan

Mr. Dennis
	Title of Unit: Westward Expansion

	
	Length of Unit: 2 weeks

	Date
	Topic/Content/Skill
	
	Assessment
	TEKS 

	Monday

1/30/12
Groups Heading West


	Objective: to identify the causes of Westward Expansion and to identify racial, ethnic and religious groups that settled West.
Preview: Would you go west?  Why or why not?
Info:  Instructions for Centers (out of 8-choose 6) 
Rotate thru 3 centers. (3 required – Mormons, 49ers, Donner Party)

	
	
	8.1AB, 8.6BCDE, 8.10AB, 8.11ABC, 8.12AB, 8.24A

	Tuesday


	Objective: to identify the causes of Westward Expansion and to identify racial, ethnic and religious groups that settled West.
Info:  Instructions for Centers (out of 8-choose 6) Rotate thru 3 centers. (3 required – Mormons, 49ers, Donner Party)
**Discuss at least 3 placards

	
	
	

	Wednesday 

Early 
Release

	*Practice Math STAAR Testing*
Objective:  to identify the causes of Westward Expansion
Info: Debrief 
Processing:  Draw a sensory figure of one of the groups you read about. (manila paper)


	
	
	

	Thursday 


	Objective:  to understand the major causes and effects of the US-Mexican War (REVIEW FROM 7TH GRADE!)
Preview: What is your favorite possession?  What would you do if someone tried to take it away?
Info: Read 13-2.  Complete three questions from section assessment in ISN.  Read 13-3 and complete “mad-lib” pg 49.

	
	
	

	Friday

	Info contd: Discuss 3 questions and mad-lib

Mexican War review: Complete the ranking activity with the strips.
Processing: Because of the Mexican War, the United States....
Objective: to identify areas acquired to form the United States.
Preview:  List different ways that America gained land.  Discuss:  Purchase, Cession, Treaty - war, Agreement,  Annexation         
Info: Fill in blue Territorial Acquisitions Map info sheet together.      

Processing: Write in info – NEATLY and color

	
	
	


