The ABC’s of Our Classroom

Attendance & Arrival- It is important for your child to be here, on time, each day.  Students are expected to meet teachers in the gym before 7:25, or they may walk down independently to meet us in the classroom after 7:30.  Students are tardy after 7:45.
Birthdays- This year we will not be celebrating birthdays with treats from home, but I will make sure that your child has a special day!  Thank you for understanding.  You may also donate a book to our school’s library in honor of your child’s birthday.  Contact the library for information.  

Book Orders- Book orders will come home approximately every 3-4 weeks.  This is an inexpensive way to increase your home library collection.  When book orders are submitted, I will receive purchase points that can be applied toward increasing our classroom library collection.  Ordering is optional, and if paying by check, please make it payable to the book company.  

Conferences- There will be two scheduled formal conferences during the year.  We will meet in the fall in order to set goals for the year, and then we will meet again in the spring for a review of your child’s progress.  I will also be available to meet during my planning time from 10:10-10:40.  Please call in advance to schedule an appointment and to ensure availability.

Daily Folder- Each night, your child will come home with a daily folder which will hold their behavior calendar as well as their homework packet.  Their homework packet should stay in their folder throughout the week.  Please review your child’s behavior calendar each night and initial by the date. 
Discipline Plan- One of my goals is to create a classroom that is a positive and safe place for all students.  Children are expected to treat others with respect and encouraged to use good manners.  Students will be expected to follow the school guidelines for the cafeteria, hallways, and bathrooms as well as the rules we agreed upon during the first week of school.  If a child is not following these expectations, they will be asked to move their clip down.  If behavior improves and mistakes are corrected, children will also have the opportunity to move their clip up.  The color your child ends the day on will be recorded in their behavior calendar.  

Eating lunch with your child- This is great; however, if you would like to purchase a tray from the cafeteria, the order must be placed by 8:00.  Please let me know if you would like to place an order!  

Homework- Read and practice math facts DAILY!  A homework packet will be sent home on Monday and should be returned Friday.  I understand that some nights can be busier than others, so a weekly homework packet allows you to adjust your child’s homework depending on the night.  Your child’s weekly reading log will be attached to their homework packet.  Your child should be reading 20 minutes each night.  
Join PTA!  PTA does so much to help us with little extras for our classroom as well as provide an allowance for our classroom.  It helps make your child’s education more enriched and your participation is important and valued!

Keep me updated with important information, concerns, and happy news.  It is helpful to know if your child is going through something at home because they usually bring it along with them to school.  

Library- We will attend the library as a class each week.  Children are also welcome to attend the library independently if time allows.  Library policies state that children can have up to 2 books checked out at a time.  

Money- Money is hard for children to keep track of, so please send it in a sealed envelope or baggie with your child’s name on it.  

News from the Classroom- Our class website will be updated frequently.  Please check in to see what’s new in our classroom!
Outside- It will be hot at recess for the first few months of school as well as the last few months of school!  Please feel free to send a bottle of water with your child in order to keep them hydrated while we are at recess.

Phone numbers- Please make sure that I have current contact information, including email addresses, for you.  It is important to your child’s education that we keep the communication between home and school open.

Quick and Quiet Hello- As you volunteer here at school, I will urge your child to acknowledge you with a quick and quiet wave hello.  It is important for them to greet you but remain involved in class activities.  
Shoes for P.E.-  Make sure your child has tennis shoes for P.E.  They will not be able to participate without appropriate shoes!
Thursday Folders- Every Thursday your child will bring home a folder in addition to their daily folder.  The Thursday folder will contain completed work to keep at home as well as information regarding general school announcements.  Please read all items, sign if necessary, and return to school the next day.  Please make sure that the folder is returned by the following Monday.  

Transportation- If your child has a change in how they are getting home, please send a note notifying me of the change, talk to me in person, or notify the front office (they will notify me of the change).  In order to ensure that I get this information before the end of school, please do not leave instructions on my voice mail or email.  

Volunteers & Visiting- If you would like to volunteer in our classroom, please contact me so that I can arrange an appropriate time for your visit.  You will also need to fill out the Volunteer Application on the school’s main website.  We would love to have your help in our room!
Word Study- This year we will be following the same program your child used in first grade as well as the plan laid out by the district.  You will not see homework or regular spelling tests, but we will be working hard here on sound exploration and word sorts.  
I am looking forward to getting to know you and your children, and I know that this will be a great year!  

Thanks!
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