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Course Description:

Physics will consists of 5 major units, beginning with Mechanics (motion, acceleration, velocity, momentum, etc.), Heat (Thermodynamics), next is Waves (sound and light), finally is electricity and magnetism.   We will spend approximately 2 to 3 weeks on each chapter.  Each chapter will consist of note taking with example problems and a homework assignment.   Following notes, we will have a laboratory activity, experiment, or demonstration.  Finally, each chapter will be completed with 2 review days, which includes a review worksheet. The following class period you will be given a test over the chapter.

Required Materials:

Each class period you will be expected to bring a pencil, paper, and the completed assignment.  
Assignments and Grades:

You will receive a grade for all laboratory assignments, review questions, tests, projects, and homework.  Tests are worth 60% of your grade while labs and daily work are worth 20% of your grade, and finally projects are worth 20% of your grade.
Tests will be multiple-choice questions, short-answer questions, lots of math questions (lots and lots!), and possibly 1 or 2 essays.  Tests will be closed book. Students will be allowed one small note card with Physics formulas during the test.  Only formulas can be written on the note card (no vocabulary or example problems).  Cheaters are given a zero!  
Computer Use
1.  After completing all assignments, as a reward, you are allowed to use the computers.

2.  All school computer rules apply!

3.  Do not download on my computers!

4.  Do not change any settings!  (Including screen savers)
Course Policies:

*Late work will be accepted with –10 points for each day late.  In case of an absence, worksheets will be given in place of laboratory assignments and tests can be made up before or after school.  

*Papers with no name on them will receive an automatic zero – NO EXCUSES!

* Cussing is given detention on 1st word – 2nd cuss word during one class period is an automatic office visit.  The F word is the exception to this rule – that receives automatic office visit

*Do not talk while I am talking – 1st is a warning – 2nd is detention – 3rd is office

*If you break my equipment or supplies you will pay the cost of the equipment.  Also, wasting equipment is really annoying and you will be charged!  This includes matches, straws, tape, and etc.  It is funny to wrap your entire body in duct tape, but it is also a waste of my tape!

*Removing things from my desk and from my room is stealing!  Ask permission before borrowing anything and everything (examples include calculators, markers, scissors, glue) I’ll most likely say yes, you can borrow my stuff – but ask first.

*Lab safety rules will be followed at all times!  1 warning than detention and finally office

Laboratory Safety Rules
1. Read all directions before beginning a lab assignment.

2. Do not touch or handle equipment, chemicals, or other materials until you are instructed to.

(Very important – when you come in the room – the equipment will be on the lab tables – do not mess with it – you’ll have all period to do exactly that!)

3. Do not eat or drink during laboratory assignments.

4. Do not perform experiments without permission.  Ask and I’ll probably say sure that sounds neat, let’s try it – do it without me saying yes and you’ll be visiting the office!

5. Wear safety goggles and aprons when required.

6. Clean work area when lab assignment is completed.

7. Know the location of safety equipment (first aid kit, fire extinguisher, fire blanket)

8. Wash your hands after performing all experiments.

9. Do not distract other students during laboratory assignments. No horseplay!

10. Students are never permitted in the science storage room unless given permission!  This is also a pet peeve – since things strangely go missing!

11. Properly unplug all electrical equipment after use.  Don’t pull on the cord!

12. Report all accidents to teacher immediately.

13. Tie back long hair and do not wear dangling jewelry or loose, baggy clothes.

14. Do not touch, taste, or smell chemicals unless given permission.

15. Never return unused chemicals to their original containers – I’m cheap so we commonly break this rule!

16. Do not use chipped or cracked glassware.  Report it to me so I can charge you for it!

17. Never leave an experiment unattended.

18. Do not point anything being heated at yourself or anyone.

19. Use tongs or gloves to move heated objects, not bare hands.




Mrs. Carder
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