Literary Terms (Student-Friendly)

1. Alliteration: Repeating consonant sounds, such as Henry hurried home to play Halo.
2. Allusion: When an author refers to a famous person, place, thing, event, or work of art or literature. Example: “’Does he know that you’ve read all the James Bond novels?’ I asked.” I.Q. by Roland Smith
3. Author’s purpose: the reason an author writes a piece of literature. Authors usually write to: explain, persuade, or entertain.
4. Characterization: how an author describes a character

5. Conflict: clash between two opposing forces
6. a.  Connotation: the common meaning of a word
b.  Denotation: the dictionary meaning of a word 

7. Diction: how the author uses language

8. Figurative Language: a way of saying something other than what the words really mean 

9. Flashback: the author looks back in time to a previous event or time period
10. Foreshadowing: hints about events that will happen later in the story
11. Hyperbole: exaggeration used for emphasis or effect within the story
