[image: image1.wmf]Welcome to Geometry!

Mrs. Copeland

Room Portable 3A     Phone:  464- 6542 
Carrie_Copeland@roundrockisd.org  - This Is the BEST way to contact me.
[image: image2.wmf]Webpage:  http://teacherweb.com/TX/McNeilHS/MrsCopeland/index.html

General Classroom Rules

Be on Time, Be on Task, Be Respectful of yourself and others, & BE IN CLASS!  
Each time you are absent, you miss a great deal of information that you will have to learn independently.  If you know you will be absent, make arrangements with me beforehand.  Because you have a syllabus, daily work missed is due the day you return, and you are responsible for copying the notes that you missed.
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Things you will need to bring EVERY class:
· A Scientific Calculator ** 




· Paper for homework 
· Graph paper

· Protractor
· Scissors
**  For a large portion of the year you will not need the graphing functions – a scientific calculator will work, but remember that you will be provided a graphing calculator for the TAKS test – it is to your advantage to be able to use all the tools a graphic calculator can provide.
A lack of materials can result in grade reduction.
Grading

Grading in this class will be as follows:  

· Homework – 15% 
· Quizzes – 20%

· Class Participation – 5 % (turning point remote grades)

· Tests and Projects – 60%

Assume that we will take 2 tests per six weeks.  We will take a quiz nearly every week – if you miss a quiz there will not be a make-up quiz - you will simply have less quizzes to average making each quiz count more.   **Remember—it is YOUR responsibility to keep track of your assignments if you are absent!
Tutorials:
I am only at school on A days.  I am available on all days except Tuesday mornings – you will need to let me know that you are coming so I can ensure that we get together.  On B days there is additional help from any of the other geometry teachers – see my webpage for their contact information.
I am in the library on WEDNESDAYS after school from 4:30 – 7pm every week!
YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR YOUR SUCCESS IN THIS CLASS.  If you are having trouble and you don’t let anyone know, you may not be successful in this class. I am not a mind reader.  Everyone has difficulty now and then.  The people who succeed are the ones that know when to ask for help.  If you don’t want to ask me for help, ask someone else.  Don’t stay silent!
Homework Guidelines

August, 2011

To fully understand and retain the concepts and skills you learn in math, nothing is more important than individual study and practice.  For this reason, you will have homework assigned almost every night.  Occasionally you will be given some time in class to begin the work, but you will rarely be able to finish it in the time allotted.

All homework in this class will be graded part on completion and part on accuracy.  Each assignment will be graded on a scale of 0 – 5 points.

· The first 3 points will be from completion.  However, that doesn’t mean you will automatically get full credit if you turn something in.  I require that you try every problem to the best of your ability, and I need to see written evidence (you must at a minimum copy the ENTIRE problem to show evidence) that you have tried every problem assigned.  For each homework problem you skip, you will lose one point.  Notice that even if you only skip two problems out of fifty, your grade will be a 60%!
Most of the time, I will assign odd problems because the answers can be found at the end of the book.  You must check your answers – failure to do so will result in the loss of 1 completion point.  
· The next 2 points will be for accuracy.  I will choose typically 2 problems to grade for accuracy – you can be given partial credit if you work warrants. 
Here is an example of what your homework should look like:



















Remember to:


Compass


An unending supply of pencils (with erasers!)


Journal with grid paper


Flags or tabs for your journal


Colored Pencils





Carrie Copeland


Geometry – 1st period


August 23, 2011





Page 115 #’s 1-15 odd; 17-24 





1. Find the area 














A = b x h


A = 5 in  x 4 in = 20 in2  








4 in





Equation to solve





5 in





USE PENCIL!!  


Put your name, class, period and date in the upper right hand corner


Title the homework with the section number and assignment


Complete the problems in order, and label each problem clearly


Copy any diagrams, show all your work, and make sure you have answered all parts of the problem.


Be neat!  Write on the lines, and use a straight edge if necessary!





Copy enough about the problem to be able to talk intelligently about the problem





Copy any diagrams





Evidence that you checked your work!


Green mark – correct


Red mark - incorrect





Steps to solve








