Fifth Grade Poetry Unit
By: Jill Kalich

· Have a Junior High Student read poems to students.
· Computers – have them on with links to poetry rhyming sites
http://www.rhymezone.com/
and children’s poetry sites



http://www.poetry4kids.com/index.php
.

· Use Transparencies of various poems.
· Use small Blackboard or Whiteboards to practice rhyming.
· Diamante poem examples 
http://www.eduplace.com/activity/pdf/diamante_poetry.pdf
and work sheet or English textbook (nouns, adjectives, & participles)
· Diamante Poems
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http://www.readwritethink.org/student_mat/student_material.asp?id=53
In this online tool, students can learn about and write diamante poems, which are diamond-shaped poems that use nouns, adjectives, and gerunds to describe either one central topic or two opposing topics (for example, night/day or winter/spring). Students can print their finished diamante poems.
· “A Light in the Attic” & “Falling Up” by Shel Silverstein (Read several poems to students) or go to

 http://www.legacyrecordings.com/Shel-Silverstein/A-Light-In-The-Attic.aspx 
Students may listen to Shel Silverstein reading these poems.
· Tongue Twisters from 



http://thinks.com/words/tonguetwisters.htm
. . .More Ideas

Use Textbook pages in basal if applicable.
1. Attention: Read a silly poem from
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           http://www.gigglepoetry.com/
2. Discuss Poetry Vocabulary: rhyme, rhythm, cadence, stanza, (text & notes)

3. Discuss: content, mood, punctuation

4. Rhyme Pattern – Use transparency (The Romance by Shel Silverstein) or other poem of choice.
5. Rhyming Words – Go over “NO” by Shel Silverstein (transparency) or other poem of choice.
6. Some poems rhyme, some do not.
http://www.shelsilverstein.com/pdf/classroom.pdf  Click here to print the classroom poetry kit from http://www.ShelSilverstein.com
[image: image5.png]






Poetry Notes


Poem:	Writing that is imaginative and condensed by using words chosen for their sound and meaning, with phrases that have a certain pattern with rhythm and rhyme.





Rhyme:  Words that, at the end of a line of a poem, sound alike.





Rhythm:  In poetry, a pattern created with long and short, soft and loud, weak and strong sounds.





Cadence:  A balanced, rhythmic flow of words.





Meter:  A rhythm that continuously repeats a single basic pattern.





Verse:  A line of a poem, or a group of lines within a long poem.





Stanza:  A part of a poem with similar rhythm and rhyme that will usually repeat later in the poem.





Rhyming Couplet:  Two lines of a poem together with the same rhythm and same rhyme at the end.





Poetry can tell a story or convey a single thought.
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